
Wednesday 8th September 2021

Bible Study of The Gospel of Matthew

by Vincent Gannon

Scripture: Matthew (Chapter 1 to Chapter 6v15)

Subject: Part 40 - A Recap: The story so far

“But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to

fulfil all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.”

These are the first recorded words of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew, found in Chapter 3:15.

These are challenging words for us, as believers, to live by.

After a long break from our study in Matthew, I thought it best just to recap this evening and

go over a few things that we have been looking at. A quick refresher course before we dive

back into Chapter 6, which is where we left off. This is not a verse by verse, expository

teaching this evening but a quick overview.

We tend, in a study of a book like this, to forget the bigger picture and the divine nature of

it. This is not simply a man writing a book but the Holy Spirit of God using an individual to

record, as he recounted, the things that the Lord would have us to know, learn, and do; as

well as, of course, inform us of the life and times of our Saviour.

Perhaps you recall, as we started this study in the Gospel of Matthew, that we noted the

central personality of the Old Testament prophecy is none other than the coming of the

Great King, The Lord Jesus Christ. It was the first promise that God had made with fallen

humanity found in Genesis 3:15, and as time passed His people were set aside to be His

witnesses and to be a light to the dark world.

There are many references in the bible that confirmed Israel as His chosen people but more

importantly, the coming Messiah, ‘to seek and to save those who are lost’. Let’s just take the

time to read some of them.   First turn to Isaiah 19:20 which says:
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And it will be for a sign and for a witness to the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they

will cry to the Lord because of the oppressors, and He will send them a Saviour and a

Mighty One, and He will deliver them

Stay in Isaiah and turn to Chapter 43, verses 3 and 11:

v3: For I am the Lord your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Saviour; I gave Egypt for your

ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in your place.

v11: I, even I, am the Lord, And besides Me there is no saviour.

Again stay in Isaiah, but turn to Chapter 45, and verses 15&21:

v15: Truly You are God, who hide Yourself, O God of Israel, the Savior!

v21: Tell and bring forth your case; Yes, let them take counsel together. Who has declared

this from ancient time? Who has told it from that time? Have not I, the Lord? And there is

no other God besides Me, A just God and a Savior; There is none besides Me.

For a different book, please turn to Jeremiah chapter 14 verses 8 and 9:

O the Hope of Israel, his Savior in time of trouble, Why should You be like a stranger in the

land, And like a traveler who turns aside to tarry for a night? Why should You be like a

man astonished, Like a mighty one who cannot save? Yet You, O Lord, are in our midst,

And we are called by Your name; Do not leave us!

Now let’s turn to Hosea 13:14: “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will

redeem them from death. O Death, I will be your plagues! O Grave, I will be your

destruction! Pity is hidden from My eyes.”

The Jews were indeed privileged and blessed but like all men, their sin nature succumbed to

the lies of the enemy of man’s soul. In spite of the treating doom, God had made provision

for all of mankind, even though salvation would be of the Jews (John 4:22), the very people

despised by most of the world. The Gospel, was and is, proclaimed right throughout the Old

Testament as well as the new. To the Jew first and then to the Gentile and in that order,

God’s order. God told us in the old testament, in Isaiah 7:14, how the Messiah would come,

Isaiah 7:4: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin shall conceive,

and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” (NASV).
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The opening chapter of Matthew confirms the prophetic word of the Old Testament had

come exactly to pass as God had foretold. This is a very important fact as we make our way

through the New Testament, as we behold the unfolding of prophecy, the explanation of it,

and the application of it, in relation to redemptive history. Just as we see these things that

came to the past, as was prophesied, we can be sure that we can apply this to the

prophecies that are still to be fulfilled, because we know, even through this history, that God

who is still the same yesterday, today and forever, and keeps His promises.

Jesus is not simply another prophet, who long ago was raised up by God to continue the

revelation but He is the fulfilment of prophecy. He is not another teacher of religion but the

giver of grace and faith. He is not another rabbi but the Lord from glory incarnated in human

flesh for the redemption of fallen humanity. He will not die as others did before Him but He

rose up from the grave, ascended to Heaven and He lives and reigns forever more. He is not

just another leader but He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. As we open our Bibles to

read the sacred text, we are brought into face to face contact with Him and our hearts are

taught the ways of truth and abundant life. It is not so for everyone, only for the believer in

Christ, because they have the indwelling Spirit.  John 14:15 to 18, Jesus tells us

“If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give

you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the

world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for

He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.”

And only those who are evidently indwelt are the Lords [references: 1 Corinthians 3:16;

16:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16; 2 Timothy 1:14; Isaiah 63:11 and Ezekiel 36:27]. Remember it’s

not all who say ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven but only those who do the will

of the King.

The Jews who listened to Jesus and heard His teaching struggled with it. Many rejected it

because it did not line up with their traditions that they had been taught which they

believed were from God. They had left their first love and were not even aware of it (Rev

2:1). They had become followers of tradition and not the revealed truth that was written,

persevered, and placed before them in the Scriptures. Not all were like that, God always has

a remnant as He assured Elijah in 1 Kings 19 when the prophet believed that he was the last
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man standing. But we read there in verse 18 that the Lord had reserved seven thousand who

had not bowed to Baal. The same is true in Revelation 7 at the darkest time in the history of

all humanity, we read that the Lord will raise up 144,000 from all the twelve tribes of Israel.

That light will truly shine again for the King of kings and Lord of lords and it will be the

twelve tribes, the complete seed of Jacob.

It is this total disregard for God’s word and also the arrogance of man to change Scripture to

suit himself, and lead others in a direction away from God that is clear both in the Old and

New Testaments, often through the doctrines of demons and their own making, doctrines of

the Flesh.   J.I. Packer once said:

“Doctrinal preaching certainly bores the hypocrites; but it is only doctrinal preaching that will save

Christ’s sheep.  The preacher’s job is to proclaim the faith, not provide entertainment for

unbelievers - in other words, to feed the sheep rather than amuse the goats”

Thankfully God had made provision for us in the person of Jesus, and we can learn from Him.

Jesus did not come to change or alter the Word of God, nor did He come for anyone’s

amusement or to make friends with the religious, but as we have seen in Matthew 5:17-20

Jesus said:  “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to

destroy but to fulfil.  For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or

one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks

one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the

kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the

kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of

heaven.

These are very solemn words not just for the people then, but for all of His disciples

regardless of the era they live in, even for us today. We see and know the warning that the

risen and ascended Lord gives to us in Revelation 22:18-19 when he said.

For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds

to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if

anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
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part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this

book.

Also Deuteronomy 12:32: “Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not

add to it nor take away from it.”

The Gospel of Matthew emphasises the kingship of Christ. He presents the Messiah King

who is revealed, the King who is rejected, and the King who will return. Jesus is painted in

royal colours in this gospel as in none of the others.

In chapter one of Matthew we see the King’s ancestry – the genealogy (1:1-17). As we

went through the genealogy, we noted with some surprise, people in the line that you would

not expect, for example Rahab, all had their ups and downs and none sinless like our Saviour.

The reason Matthew goes back through the lineage was to show Jesus’ right to the throne.

From Abraham the father of the Hebrew people right through King David, Israel’s model

king, Matthew established Jesus' right to Israel’s kingship. Along with chapter 2, this right

was established without question, just like when Jesus went before Pilate in John 18:37:

“Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly that

I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I

should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”

If Jesus is to be proclaimed king there must be proof that He comes from the recognised

royal family.

In chapter one we are told of the King’s divine arrival - the virgin birth (1:18-25). Equally

important to all the other truths of the Bible, is the birth of Jesus. If we fail to understand

this we are in grave error. Matthew’s purpose in writing his gospel account was partly

apologetic; not in the sense of making an apology for the gospel, but instead explaining and

defending it against its many attacks and misrepresentations. Jesus’ humanity was often

maligned and His deity often denied. Both during His earthly ministry, and certainly after His

death and resurrection, Jesus was slandered by the accusation that He was the illegitimate

son of Mary. It was Jesus’ claim of deity, however, that most incensed the Jewish leaders

and brought them to demand His death. “For this cause therefore the Jews were seeking all

the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling

God His own Father, making Himself equal with God” (John 5:18).
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The apologetics that Matthew lays out right from the start is that Jesus’ is both human and

divine, and apart from that, there is no gospel, and there is no fulfilment of prophecy. The

incarnation of Jesus Christ is the central fact of Christianity and Christian theology is built on

it. The essence and the power of the gospel is that God became man and that, by being

both wholly God and wholly man, He was able to reconcile men to God, our Kinsman

Redeemer. Jesus’ virgin birth, His substitutionary atoning death, resurrection, ascension,

and return are all integral aspects of His deity. They stand or fall together. If any of those

teachings —all clearly taught in the New Testament— are rejected, the entire gospel is

rejected. None of it makes sense, or could have any significance or power, apart from the

others. If those things were not true, even Jesus’ moral teachings would be suspect,

because if He misrepresented who He was by preposterously claiming equality with God,

how could anything else He said be trusted?

Chapter two the King’s adoration - the worship of the magi (2:1-12). Continuing his thrust

to establish Jesus’ right to Israel’s true and final kingship, in chapter 2 Matthew gives three

additional pieces of evidence of Jesus of Nazareth’s legitimate, unique, and absolute royal

right to the throne of David. The first piece of evidence in the testimony of the magi, who

came to give homage and gifts to the infant Jesus, “He who has been born King of the

Jews” (2:2). The powerful oriental kingmakers from the East travelled a great distance to

recognize and honour a King in whose coronation they had no part, a King far greater than

any that had ever, or would ever, sit on a throne.

The second piece of evidence of Christ’s kingship is shown through the antagonism and

hatred of King Herod. Herod’s devious scheme to discover and destroy this unknown baby

shows his fear that the magi’s declaration about the Child was correct, and gives unintended

testimony to Jesus’ true royalty. Herod knew that he himself was a usurper to the throne on

which he sat only by virtue of Rome —who herself ruled Judah only by the “right” of military

force. Herod was an Edomite, not even a Jew, and had no legitimate claim to be the Jew’s

king. He therefore feared and hated even the suggestion of a rival claimant. But even the

hatred of the false king gave indirect testimony to the identity of the true King.

The third piece of evidence of Christ’s kingship given in chapter 2 is presented through four

fulfilled messianic prophecies that were fulfilled during Jesus’ infancy. There is no

reasonable possibility that even those four —much less than all three hundred and thirty
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prophecies concerning Jesus — could have been fulfilled accidentally in the life of a single

individual. This fact, in itself, is overwhelming evidence of God’s sovereign control of history

and of the utter reliability of His Word. Each prediction is directly related to a geographical

location closely related to Jesus’ birth and early childhood. The four locations are

Bethlehem, Egypt, Ramah, and Nazareth.

When we come to Chapter 3 - we were introduced to John the Baptist, the King’s Herald.

At this time, we witnessed the start of the confrontation of the Pharisees and Sadduccess, as

Jesus began to speak about the evidence of fruit, and we also saw the commission of the

King.

Then in Chapter 4, we examined Jesus’ Baptism and from the Baptism, we carefully looked

at the Battle as Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the Wilderness to fast and pray for

forty days and nights. During this time Satan tried to tempt Jesus, even offering Jesus the

kingdoms of this world, as he tried to play into the promises that God had given, but of

course without the cross. But Jesus, our perfect example, and without sin, showed us firstly

the importance of knowing the Scriptures correctly and in context, and secondly, how we

can use the Word of God, the Sword, to go from battle to victory. This was the start of the

King’s ministry into Galilee where in verse 15 and 16, it said “The land of Zebulun and the

land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The

people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region

and shadow of death Light has dawned.”

This was the fulfilment of another prophecy given to Isaiah. From verse 18 to 22, Jesus

called His Disciples and from verse 23 we explored the work of the King.

Then in Chapter 5, The King began His Sermon on the Mount. There were 2 clear distinct

groups, the multitude and His disciples. Again, the sheep and the goats. For His disciples,

we noted that the sermon on the mount is the blueprint, the constitution for life in the

Kingdom, God’s kingdom. It is the King’s manifesto. Why is this so important for us to know

this constitution? Because Jesus wants his followers to know the difference between true

righteousness and false righteousness. Why? Because your eternity depends on it.

For the multitudes who were listening in, what Jesus taught allowed them to understand

how they could become a citizen of Heaven. Also without any metaphors or niceties, Jesus
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condemns wrong religious attitudes (even those of his disciples) and corrects the false

teaching that had arisen and was perpetuated by the various schools of rabbinical teachers

who claimed to have insight into the Old Testament.

Jesus declared that He is the one who will fulfil all the Law’s requirements as He positioned

the Believers and the Law in light of Himself. From this we seen the gap between man’s

standard and God’s standards - were man was concerned about physical murder being a sin,

God said even if you hold hate in your heart you’ve committed murder, were man was

concerned about physical adultery, God said if you look at a person in lust, you’ve committed

it in your heart. Why? because God is concerned about His children’s hearts. And

throughout this whole study so far, we moved from what we do, comes from what we think,

to what we really hold in our hearts, hence why God wants to captivate our hearts and

change them. This is why Jesus can call us to love our enemies, because it is not a natural

response, but a God given one. From our heart, come our attitudes to how we give, how we

pray and how we fast.

The blessedness Christ offers is not dependent on self-effort or self-righteousness, but on

the new nature God gives. In God’s Son man comes to share God’s very nature, which is

characterized by true righteousness and its consequence— blessedness, or happiness, true

life, eternal life. In Christ we partake of the very bliss of God Himself, regardless of our

circumstances! That is the kind and the extent of the contentment God wants His children

to have — His very own peace and happiness. So the Lord begins with the offer of

blessedness and then proceeds to demonstrate that human righteousness, such as the Jews

sought, cannot produce it. The good news is that of blessing. The bad news is that man

cannot achieve it, no matter how self-righteous and religious he is.

Through this sermon, Jesus sets forth the foundational truths of the gospel of the kingdom

He came to proclaim. These were revolutionary truths to the minds of those Jewish

religionists who heard them, and have continued to explode with great impact on the minds

of readers for nearly two thousand years. However, King Jesus’ message is closely related to

the message of the Old Testament and in fact, it reaffirms it. Yet Christ’s message struck

violently against the Jewish tradition of His day.
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It is interesting to note that Matthew focuses most uniquely on the rejection of Jesus as

King. In no other gospel are the attacks against Jesus’ character and Jesus’ claims so bitter

and vile as those reported in Matthew. The shadow of rejection is never lifted from

Matthew’s story. Before Jesus was born, His mother, Mary, was in danger of being rejected

by Joseph. Soon after He was born, Herod threatened His life, and His parents had to flee

with Him to Egypt. His herald, John the Baptist, was put in a dungeon and eventually

beheaded. During His earthly ministry Jesus had no place to lay His head, no place to call

home.  And we will see more as we go through the book.

No reader can fully immerse himself in this gospel without emerging with a compelling

sense of both the eternal majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ and the strong power that sin and

Satan held over the apostate Israel that rejected Christ.

No gospel is more instructive to those who are the Lord’s disciples and who are called to

represent Him in the world, as we are called in Chapter 5 to be Salt and Light, not to lose our

saltiness and not to dim our lights. The lessons on discipleship are life changing for the

committed believer, as they were for the eleven who were Jesus’ first followers. So with all

its great themes of majesty and glory, rejection and apostasy, the book of Matthew lacks no

practicality. Woven through all that is the constant thread of revealed instruction for those

who are His representatives, His kingdom ambassadors amongst men.

The last message in the Old Testament is, “And he will restore the hearts of the fathers to

their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the land

with a curse” (Malachi 4:6). By contrast, this first great sermon of the New Testament begins

with a series of blessings, which we call the Beatitudes (5:3-12). While The Old Testament

ends with the warning of a curse; the New Testament begins with the promise of blessing,

what a mighty Saviour. The Old Testament was characterized by Mount Sinai, with its law, it's

thunder and lightning, and its warnings of judgment and cursing. The New Testament is

characterized by Mount Zion, with its grace, its salvation and healing, and its promises of

peace and blessing (Hebrews 12:18-24). The Old Testament law demonstrates man’s need

of salvation, and the New Testament message offers the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. Our

Lord had to begin with a proper presentation of the law, so the people would recognize their

sin— then could come the offer of salvation. The Sermon on the Mount clarifies the reasons
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for the curse and shows that man has no righteousness that can survive the scrutiny of God.

The new message offers blessing, and that is the Lord’s opening offer.

Adam was the first man on earth and also the first king. He was given dominion over all the

earth, to subdue and rule it (Gen. 1:28). But his fall brought a curse; the curse with which

the Old Testament both begins and ends.

However, The New Testament begins with the presentation of the new sovereign Man, One

who did not and will not fall and One who brings blessing rather than cursing. The second

Adam is also the last Adam, and after Him will come no other ruler, no other sovereign. The

first king sinned and left a curse; the second King was sinless and left a blessing. As one

writer has put it, the first Adam was tested in a beautiful garden and failed; the last Adam

was tested in a threatening wilderness and succeeded. The book of the generations of

Adam, ends with a curse; while the generations of Jesus Christ, ends with the promise,

“There shall no longer be any curse” (Revelation 22:3). The Old Testament gave the law to

show man in his misery, and the New Testament gives life to show man in his bliss.

In Jesus Christ a new reality dawned on history. A new Man and new King of the earth came

to reverse the terrible curse of the first king. The Sermon on the Mount is the masterful

revelation from the great King, offering blessing instead of cursing to those who come on His

terms to true righteousness.

When you made Him Lord of your life, you also acknowledged Him as King over your life.

You may not have been aware of the implications of that decision back then, but are you

more aware of it now? Taking that information, does it make a lot more sense regarding the

teaching of Matthew to be a loyal and royal subject? To live not according to the dictates of

the world but to the standards of God’s Word. So far in the book of Matthew, we have seen

that we are Kingdom people and that we should be living our lives to the King’s standards.

Matthew, of course, isn't the only book that advises God’s Kingdom citizens. Take for

instance Ephesians, in chapter 1:3-14 it speaks of Our New Position. In chapter 2:1-10 it

speaks of Our New Purpose. Chapter 3:14-21 and Chapter 4 it tells us of Our New Provision.

In chapter 5, it tells us of Our New Persona, then in Chapter 6, it speaks of Our new Power.

No wonder Paul declared to us in 2 Corinthians 5:17. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he

is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” amen!
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