
Wednesday 17th March 2021

Scripture: Matthew 5:43-48

Subject:    Part 31. Love Your Enemies - Part 2

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44

But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate

you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons

of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends

rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward

have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren

only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore

you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

Last time we looked at verse 43 where Jesus confronted what the Jewish religious system

and theology schools had been teaching in relation to loving and hating. We looked back

into what the Old Testament actually thought and we did not find the brand of teaching that

the Jewish Scribes and Pharisees had adopted.  They had omitted and added to the word.

What we see today in certain circles is not new; They are at the same thing that the

devil displayed in Genesis 3:1 and 4 where the devil denied and contradicted the command

of God. Still today he deceives and destroys and brings about death, in other words murder.

It is a very serious matter to tamper with the word of God.

Time and again, throughout God’s word, God declared specifically that no-one should add or

subtract from the Word of God, in any shape, form or fashion or at any time. (Deuteronomy

4:2, 12:32 Proverbs 30:6: Jeremiah 26:2 and Revelation 22:18). These days claimants who

add or subtract God’s word, talk about getting a ‘new revelation’ that somehow has been

validated and in some instances supersedes the Bible. They usually say ‘The lord revealed it

to me’, they don’t even attempt to imitate the prophets of old when they said, ‘Thus says

the Lord’. We need to ask - ‘which lord/god’ they received the revelation from. This is why

we need to know what God teaches from his word, directly from the bible and not rely on
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anyone to interpret or teach us. We need to become more like the Bareans, who believed

what they heard but checked it out.

Now we come to verse 44 - and Jesus is going to tell us what God thinks about the matter of

love and hate in His Kingdom.

“But I say to you..” Jesus gets very personal not just with the disciples but with us. We need

to sit up and listen as Christ tells us “But I say to you”. Look how Jesus once again sets His

divine standard against the perverted human standards of that heretical Jewish tradition and

reinforces it with the emphatic “I say”. This is important because in the Greek here, as in

each preceding instance in this sermon (w. 22, 28, 32, 34, 39), the emphatic form (ego) gives

not only grammatical but theological emphasis. In placing what He said above what

tradition said, He placed His word on a par with Scripture — as His hearers well understood.

Jesus not only placed emphasis on what was said but on who said it. It was not just that His

teaching was the standard of truth, but that He Himself is the standard of truth.

What follows, let’s be honest, it's not easy, it's challenging not just for the people who

witnessed Jesus speaking but for us today. It is hard medicine for all to take, but Jesus

prescribes it and it’s this - “Your great rabbis, scribes, and scholars have taught you to love

only those of your own preference and to hate your enemies, But by My own authority, I

declare that they are false teachers and have perverted God’s revealed truth. The divine

truth is My truth, which is that you shall love your enemies.”

What Jesus said must have turned heads and sent mind's racing. Jesus was not teaching

cold theology but life with meaning and purpose, life with a new focus. As you look back we

see that in five ascending statements Jesus proclaimed the kind of love that God has always

required of His people and it must characterise everyone who goes by the name of the Lord.

This statement has to be the most powerful teaching about the true meaning of love.

But I say to you, (place your own name in there) love your enemies. (verse 44).

Improbable perhaps to some believers, and most likely impossible for most outside of Christ.

This love is the kind that God commands of His people, a love that is so great that it even

embraces enemies. This is not a thought that has been presented for our consideration but a

teaching for us to perform. Like all of Christ's teachings, there is a price to be paid, we have

2 | Page



Wednesday 17th March 2021

to pick the cross up and follow Him (see Luke 9:23). For you to pick up the cross in your

hands you must first let go of something in your heart, you must deny yourself! Most people

spend a lot of time, energy and even money to make themselves significant. They talk and

behave as if they are someone of importance. There not just your run of the mill sinner, they

would have you believe that they own the mill. Look, the only One that gives anyone

significance is Jesus.

When Jesus said love your enemies, he didn’t mean that we should love what our enemies

did to us, or what they said or their behaviour, that would be unbiblical and silly. We are not

being asked to skip over those things as if it didn’t matter, that would be foolish and

dangerous. No we don’t dismiss the wrong but we need to be very careful of our own

heart’s attitude and how we behave as children of the Most High.

What Love is this that Jesus Speaks about?

William Hendriksen comments:

All around him were those walls and fences. He came for the very purpose of bursting

those barriers, so that love—pure, warm, divine, infinite—would be able to flow straight

down from the heart of God, hence from his own marvellous heart, into the hearts of men.

His love overleaped all the boundaries of race, nationality, party, age, sex. . . .

When he said, “I tell you, love your enemies,” he must have startled his audience, for he

was saying something that probably never before had been said so succinctly, positively,

and forcefully. (The Gospel of Matthew [Grand Rapids: Baker. 1973], p. 313).

The Greek language has four main different terms that are usually translated “love.” “Philia”

is brotherly love and love of friendship; “storge”(stor-gay) is the love of family; and “eros” is

desiring, romantic, sexual love. But the love of which Jesus speaks here, and which is mostly

spoken of in the New Testament, it’s “agape”, the love that seeks and works to meet

another’s highest welfare. Agape love may involve emotion but it must involve action. In

Paul’s beautiful and powerful discourse on love in 1 Corinthians 13, all fifteen of the

characteristics of love are given in verb form. Obviously love must involve attitude, because,

like every form of righteousness, it begins in the heart. But it is best described and best

testified by what it does.
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Agape love is the love that God is, that God demonstrates, and that God gives (1 John

4:7-10).

We read of it in Romans 5:5 and verse 8, which says: “The love of God has been poured out

within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.... [and] God demonstrates

His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”

Because of His love, we can love, as 1 John 4 verses 11 and 12 tells us that “if we love one

another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us”

When Jesus told the disciples, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one

another, even as I have loved you” (John 13:34), He had just finished washing their feet as

an example of humble, self-giving love. The disciples had done nothing to inspire Jesus’

love. They were self-centred, quarrelsome, jealous of each other, and sometimes even

argued with and contradicted the One whom they confessed to be their God, Saviour, and

Lord. Yet, everything that Jesus said to them and did for them was completely and without

exception for their good. That was the kind of love He commanded them to have for Him

and for each other. And that is the kind of love He commands all of His followers to have

even for their enemies.

The scribes and Pharisees were proud, prejudiced, judgmental, spiteful, hateful, vengeful

men who masqueraded as the custodians of God’s law and the spiritual leaders of Israel. To

them, Jesus’ command to love your enemies must have seemed naive and foolish in the

extreme. They not only felt they had the right but also they had the duty to hate their

enemies. Not to hate those who obviously deserve to be hated, would be a breach of

righteousness.

As we have already noted, the Old Testament concept of neighbour included even personal

enemies. This truth Jesus expanded in the parable of the Good Samaritan. The point of the

parable is not primarily to answer the lawyer’s question, “And who is my neighbour?”

though it does that, but to show that God’s requirement is for us to be neighbours to anyone

who needs our help (Luke 10:29, 36-37). The human tendency is to base love on the

desirability of the object of our love. We love people who are attractive, hobbies that are

enjoyable, a house or a car because it looks nice and pleases us, and so on. But true love is

not self oriented but need-oriented. The Good Samaritan demonstrated great love because
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he sacrificed his own convenience, safety, and resources to meet another’s desperate need.

We think that if we give something to the poor we are doing a great thing. Some give things

that ought to be thrown out or they give out of the abundance of their wealth like the

merchants at the temple. The Samaritan did more than that, he came back to make sure his

“neighbour” was able to manage and that everything was taken care of. He not only gave

but he cared deep down. He was not only charitable but he showed love and was caring

towards his enemy.

The commentator R. C. H. Lenski wrote,

Love indeed, sees all the hatefulness and the wickedness of the enemy, feels his stabs and

his blows, may even have something to do toward warding them off; but all this simply

fills the loving heart with the one desire and aim, to free its enemy from his hate, to rescue

him from his sin, and thus to save his soul. Mere affection is often blind, but even then it

thinks that it sees something attractive in the one toward whom it goes out; the higher

love may see nothing attractive in the one so loved,... its inner motive is simply to bestow

true blessing on the one loved, to do him the highest good.... I cannot like a low, mean

criminal who may have robbed me and threatened my life; I cannot like a false, lying,

slanderous fellow who, perhaps, has vilified me again and again; but I can by the grace of

Jesus Christ love them all, see what is wrong with them, desire and work to do them only

good, most of all to free them from their vicious ways.

Lenski RCH (1964)  The Interpretation of St. Matthew’s Gospel. Minneapolis: Augsburg, p.247

Think about what I’ve just read and now think of it in relation to Christ's love for you.

(Romans 5:6-11.)

Love’s question is never who to love — because we are to love everyone — but how to love.

We are not to love merely in terms of feeling but in terms of service. Love is not solely

based on emotions but an act of the will. It’s meeting a person's need in the way you would

like it done for you, or you would do for yourself. You love in spite of, you like because.

There’s a difference. God’s love embraces the entire world (John 3:16), and He loved each of

us even while we were still sinners and His enemies (Romans 5:8-10). Love is a fruit of the

Spirit, it is something that grows in every believer, it is one of the evidential signs people

should be able to identify us with.   Those who refuse to trust in God are His enemies;
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but He is not theirs. In the same way, we are not to be enemies of those who may be

enemies to us. From their perspective, we are their enemies; but from our perspective, they

should be our neighbours.

In 1567 King Philip II of Spain appointed the Duke of Alba as governor to the lower part of

the nation. The Duke was a bitter enemy of the newly-emerging Protestant Reformation. His

rule was called ‘The Reign of Terror’, and his council was called ‘The Bloody Council’, because

it had ordered the slaughter of so many Protestants. It is reported that one man who was

sentenced to die for his biblical faith managed to escape during the dead of winter. As he

was being pursued by a lone soldier, the man came to a lake whose ice was thin and

cracking. Somehow he managed to get safely across the ice, but as soon as he reached the

other side he heard his pursuer screaming. The soldier had fallen through the ice and was

about to drown. At the risk of being captured, tortured, and eventually killed—or of being

drowned himself—the man went back across the lake and rescued his enemy, because the

love of Christ constrained him to do it. He knew he had no other choice if he was to be

faithful to His Lord (Foster E (1877) New Cyclopaedia of Prose Illustrations: Second Series. New York: T. Y. Crowell, p. 296).

Our “enemies,” of course, do not always come in such life-threatening forms. Often they are

ordinary people who are mean, impatient, judgmental, self-righteous, and spiteful —or just

happen to disagree with us or know how to rub us up the wrong way. In whatever personal

relationships we have, God wants us to love. Whether a conflict is with our marriage,

partner, our children, parents, friends or fellow church members, a devious business

opponent, spiteful neighbour, political foe, or social antagonist, our attitude towards them

should be one of prayerful love.

We may start off praying for them like David pray in Psalm 69 verses 22 to 25 which says:

Let their table become a snare before them,  And their well-being a trap.  Let their eyes be

darkened, so that they do not see; And make their loins shake continually.  Pour out Your

indignation upon them, And let Your wrathful anger take hold of them.  Let their dwelling

place be desolate;  Let no one live in their tents.

But as we continue praying for them, just as God instructs us to, God changes our heart as

He changes the situation, and even our enemy’s hearts. Praying changes us, it changes our

perspective as well as our focus.
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Pray For Your Persecutors

Jesus takes it now to another level in the second part of verse 44 - when He said - and pray

for those who persecute you. (5:44b)

“Are you serious, Lord! Do you really mean that? Really? I have grown up with the belief that

you are supposed to get even, with interest, on those who do that”.

Yes, the world would agree with that statement no problem, how can you pray for those who

cause you grief, why would you want to? This is a mind if not a heart stopper. The conflict

between the world’s view and that of God’s is in relation to focus. Is my focus on me and

how I feel? Or is it on the Lord and what He teaches? Think of Christ's example when He was

on the Cross after being brutally beaten to a pulp, Jesus cried, “Father forgive them for they

know not what they do.” Jesus was carrying out the will of the Father but He didn’t ask for

vengeance, or to get even with or without interest, or to convict them, but to forgive them.

They were doing their job, but they did not know to whom they were doing it to. Just like

Paul before his conversion (Acts 9:4) “Saul, Saul why are you persecuting Me?”

Throughout history the worst persecutions have been religious. They have been the

strongest against God’s people, because the divine standards He has given to them and

which are seen in them are a judgment on the wickedness and corruption of false religion.

God’s Word unmasks people at their most sensitive and vulnerable point, the point of their

self-justification—whether that justification is religious, philosophical, or even atheistic.

Because persecution is so often the world’s response to God’s truth, the Lord guarantees us

that, just as He was persecuted, so will we (John 15:20). Therefore His command for us to

pray for our persecutors is a command that every faithful believer will in some way have

opportunity to obey. It is not reserved only for believers who happen to live in pagan or

atheistic lands where Christianity is forbidden or severely restricted.

Jesus taught that every disciple who makes his faith known is going to pay some price for it,

and that we are to pray for those who exact that price from us. Spurgeon said, “Prayer is the

forerunner of mercy,”. He understood the reason why Jesus mentions prayer here.

Loving enemies is not natural to men and is sometimes difficult even for those who belong

to God and have His love within them. The best way to have the right attitude, the agape
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love attitude, toward those who persecute us is to bring them before the Lord in prayer. We

may sense their wickedness, their unfairness, their ungodliness, even their hatred for us, and

in light of those things we could not possibly love them for what they are. We must love

them because of who they are—sinners fallen from the image of God and in need of God’s

forgiveness and grace, just as we were sinners in need of His forgiveness and grace before

He saved us. We are to pray for them that they will, as we have done, seek His forgiveness

and grace. We also must remember that we, as Ephesians 6 says, do not fight against flesh

and blood but against principalities and powers.

Our persecutors may not always be unbelievers. Christians can cause other Christians great

trouble, and the first step toward healing those broken relationships is also prayer. Whoever

persecutes us, in whatever way and in whatever degree, should be on our prayer list. Talking

to God about others can begin to knit the petitioner’s heart with the heart of God. One of

the early church fathers, said that

prayer is the very highest summit of self-control and that we have most brought our lives

into conformity to God’s standards when we can pray for our persecutors.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the pastor who suffered and eventually was killed in Nazi Germany,

wrote of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 5:44,

“This is the supreme demand. Through the medium of prayer we go to our enemy, stand

by his side, and plead for him to God”

Bonhoeffer D (1960) The Cost of Discipleship, trans. R. H. Fuller. 2d rev. ed. New York: Macmillan,p. 166.

Kefa Sempangi from Uganda, lived there when Uganda was under Idi Amin, and after a night

of preaching, these men came with the guns and pointed them at his head. He didn’t know

what to do, but by God’s strength he began to confront them with the gospel and pray to

God to change their lives, and the very men that came to kill him bowed the knee to Jesus

Christ that night. We never know what God has in store, but He tells us to be faithful and

pray, for He is faithful, and His name will be glorified.

So what happens when we pray - Verse 45 tells us that we Manifest Our Sonship in order

that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the

evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. (5:45).
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Why should we love our enemies and pray for our persecutors? Because it shows that we are

sons of our Father who is in heaven. God Himself is love, and the greatest evidence of our

divine sonship through Jesus Christ is our love. Loving our enemies and praying for our

persecutors has purpose.

John 13:35 tells us “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for

one another”

Also 1 John 4:16 “God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God

abides in him”

Then go to verse 20 “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the

one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not

seen”.

When a life reflects God’s nature it proves that that life now possesses His nature by the new

birth. One of the commonest and most damaging criticisms of Christianity is the charge that

Christians do not live up to their faith. Even though the world has a limited and often

distorted idea of what the gospel is, they know enough about the teachings of Christ and the

life of Christ to realise that most people who go by His name do not do all that He

commanded and do not live as He lived.

But even a person who has never heard of Christ or the teachings of the New Testament

would suspect there is divine power behind a life that loves and cares even to the point of

loving enemies, simply because, such a life is so utterly uncharacteristic of human nature. A

life of self-giving love gives evidence of sonship of the Father who is in heaven. That phrase

emphasises the heavenly realm in which the Lord dwells, the realm that is the source of this

kind of love.

Those who are God’s children should show impartial love and care similar to what God

shows. He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous

and the unrighteous. Those blessings are given without respect to merit or deserving. If

they were, no one would receive them. In what theologians traditionally have called

common grace, God is indiscriminate in His benevolence. His divine love and providence in

some form, benefits everyone, even those who rebel against Him or deny His existence.
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William Barclay in his commentary on The Gospel of Matthew, tells of an old rabbinic saying

which tells of the drowning of the Egyptians in the Red Sea. As the story goes, when the

Egyptians were destroyed, the angels began to rejoice; but God lifted up His hand and said,

“The work of My hands are sunk in the sea and you would sing?” (2 vols. Rev. ed.;

Philadelphia: Westminster, (1975)1:176). Many are quick to rejoice over the defeat of their

enemies but God says don’t do that, remember their end.

Psalm 145:15 and 16 tells us: “The eyes of all look to Thee, and Thou dost give them their

food in due time,” the psalmist testifies. “Thou dost open Thy hand, and dost satisfy the

desire of every living thing”

There is no good thing—physical, intellectual, emotional, moral, spiritual, or of any other

sort—that anyone possesses or experiences that does not come from the hand of God. If

God does that for everyone, His children should reflect that same generosity from the heart.

Jesus goes on to expand the teaching in verses 46 and 47:

For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers

do the same? And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others? Do

not even the Gentiles do the same?

If the scribes and Pharisees were certain of any one thing - it was that they were far better

than everyone else. But Jesus again cuts through their blind hypocrisy and shows that their

type of love is nothing more than the ordinary self-centred love that was common even to

tax-gatherers and Gentile.

These words that Jesus spoke were probably the most devastating and insulting words that

these religious leaders had ever heard, and they must have been enraged. Remember these

religious people thought that tax-gatherers were traitorous extortioners, and by definition

were dishonest, heartless, and irreligious. In the eyes of most Jews, Gentiles were outside

the pale of God’s concern and mercy, fit only for destruction as God’s enemies and the

enemies of those who thought they were His people. But the love of the scribes and

Pharisees, Jesus said, was no better than the love of those whom they despised above all

other people. You love those who love you, and that is the same type of love that even the

tax-gatherers and  the Gentiles exhibit.
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“Your righteousness,” He charged, “is therefore no better than theirs.”

The citizens of God’s kingdom are to have a much higher standard of love, and of every

other aspect of righteousness than the rest of the world. Christians should be noticed on

the job because they are more honest and more considerate. Christians should be noticed

in their communities because they are more helpful and caring. Christians should be noticed

anywhere in society they happen to be because the love they exhibit is a divine love.

“Let your light shine before men,” Jesus had already said, “in such a way that they may see

your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).

As J. Oswald Sanders commented,

“The Master expects from His disciples such  conduct as can  be explained only in terms of

the supernatural.”

Manifest your sonship, let it become a settled fact.

Be Like Your Heavenly Father

Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (5:48).

Do we really meditate on the word of God as we should? If we did we would be challenged

by this verse alone to change a lot of things in our lives. We need to take God’s Word

seriously, this by the way, does not mean that we can become as God as some would teach.

No! it means that we are to reflect these qualities that Jesus has been teaching, in our lives

and through-out our lives. I don’t know who you might like to reflect in your life? A great

preacher, a great evangelist, a great teacher, some saint of the Bible? Or maybe you haven’t

got around to imitate your hero yet, but here Jesus holds up the Father and says we are to

imitate Him. The sum of all that Jesus teaches in the Sermon on the Mount, in fact, the sum

of all He teaches in Scripture—is in those words. The great purpose of salvation, the goal of

the gospel, and the great yearning of the heart of God is for all men to become like Him.

“Teleios” the Greek word for perfect, basically means, to reach an intended end or a

completion and is often translated - mature (1 Corinthians 2:6; 14:20; Ephesians 4:13 ). But

the meaning here is obviously that of perfection, because the heavenly Father is the

standard. The “sons of the Father” (v. 45) are to be perfect, as their heavenly Father who is
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perfect. That perfection is absolute perfection. That perfection is also utterly impossible in

man’s own power.

To those who wonder how Jesus can demand the impossible, He later says in Chapter 19 of

Mather, in verse 26, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible”.

That which God demands, He provides the power to accomplish. Man’s own righteousness is

possible, but is so imperfect that it is worthless. God’s righteousness is impossible for the

very reason that it is perfect. The impossible righteousness becomes possible for those who

trust in Jesus Christ, because He gives them His righteousness.

That is precisely our Lord’s point in all these illustrations and in the whole sermon—to lead

His audience to an overpowering sense of spiritual bankruptcy, to a “beatitude attitude” that

shows them their need of a Saviour, an enabler who alone can empower them to meet

God’s standard of perfection. Jesus said in Matthew 7 ‘Narrow is the gate and

difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.’

Kingdom character does not hate – they don't even hate enemies. Not the kind of character

that manifests godliness, not the kind that manifests the virtue of a transformed life. That’s

the message here. You see, the Jews felt that they were already alright, but the Lord shows

them that they’re not, as proven by the fact that even their love is an inept, inadequate,

narrow kind of thing.  So Jesus presents to them the truth about love.

I want to end with an example - George Wishart, who was martyred for his faith in Christ. He

was to die, because he loved Jesus and wouldn’t deny Him, and so he was taken to the place

of execution. The executioner prepared to take his life, but he had known of his life and

testimony, and he was so burdened with the guilt of his role as executioner that he hesitated

in reluctance in taking his life. And the biographer says at the point where he hesitated,

Wishart looked up and saw the hesitation, and so he stood up, put his arms around him,

embraced his executioner, planted a kiss on his cheek, and said to him, “Sir, may that be a

token that I forgive you.” That’s loving your enemies.

Ame�.
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