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Ministry of the Word 

Sunday 08th March 2020 
by Vincent Gannon 

  
Scripture:  Matthew 4:5-11  
Subject: Part 10 – Temptation in the Wilderness: Part 2, From Battle to Victory 
Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give 
His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your 
foot against a stone.’ ”7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt 
the Lord your God.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, 
and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All 
these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to 
him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him 
only you shall serve.’ ” 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to 
Him. 

Last time we looked at the circumstances of the King’s testing; the why, where and the when.  

The “why”, was that it was necessary for Jesus to demonstrate that He is King, not just by 

right or commission but also because He is worthy, and He showed it practically here at this 

point in the wilderness.  He is the ultimate King, He is the glorious King; He is the King of 

all other kings because He showed that He has the ability to resist the only other 

dominion, the only other great ruler in the universe, Satan himself.  By Christ defeating Satan, 

He established that He is the King of kings, the ultimate monarch, the great Ruler, the ultimate 

Lord, the supreme One, King over flesh and sin.  That's the point Matthew is always stressing, 

Jesus is King of Kings.  The “where” was in the Judean wilderness.  The 1st Adam was tempted 

in the Garden of Eden, a perfect paradise with a strong body.  Jesus, the 2nd Adam was in the 

desolate place, and about to die.  According to the experts, after 10 days of fasting, the hunger 

goes away, but it’s when the hunger comes back that you are actually on the verge of dying.    

And it was at this point, after 40 days and 40 nights of fastening, when he felt hungry, 

therefore at the verge of dying, at his weakest point, when Satan came.  Satan's first tactic of 

temptation was to cast doubt on the word of God and God’s provision.   
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But we know, we can count on God’s word and also God’s provision.  The Lord’s timing is 

different than ours. It’s like this fella who went to the Lord and said ‘Lord is it true that to you 

a couple of seconds is like a million years’, and the Lord said ‘Yes, my son’. And then the fella 

said ‘Lord is it true that a million pounds is like a few pennies to you? And the Lord said ‘Yes, 

my son’.  ‘Well Lord’ said the man, ‘can I have a few pennies?’ and the Lord said ‘Wait a couple 

of seconds’.   

 

God has promised to provide our needs, not necessarily our wants and in His time.  Jesus 

knew this.  He knew that God does things in His own time and always gives His best, which is 

why Jesus didn’t rush the Father, and didn’t push the Father, but He waited. And because he 

waited on God’s provision and in God’s timing, instead of settling for bread, perhaps it was a 

few hours later, the angels from heaven came to minister to him, giving Him heaven’s best, 

instead of bread made of stones. 

How many times do we settle for bread because we can’t or don’t wait for the Lord?  We do 

things in our own strength, on our own terms, according to our own time and agenda.  We 

waste energy, instead of waiting on God’s best. 

 

Whenever we think of temptation, we generally think of spiritual battle and Ephesians 6:10-

20 usually pops into our minds. It’s really amazing to think that there is an ongoing spiritual 

battle, and one of the biggest battles is for your mind, why?  Because we are the crown of 

God’s creation and we as believers are God’s adopted children, the jewels in God’s crown.  

We are made to be warriors, but how effective we are, depends on our walk with Christ.  

Satan does not want you to be effective warriors, so  the devil will do what it takes to bring 

you down and if possible, take you out of the battle, by any means.  Now you may not feel 

like a warrior, even a child of God sometimes, but this is the weak-bit in our defence. 

Remember, it is not how we feel, but who we are in Christ, feelings vs fact.  Your testimony is 

the most precious thing that you have.  It is your account from slavery to freedom, from death 

to life, from darkness to light, and from being hell bound to being heaven’s blessed.  It is for 

all these reasons that you are a target.  And as we continue on in the next following verses 

we see the character of the testing (vv.3-10); and the consequences of the testing (v. 11).  
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While last time we examined The Lust Of The Flesh: The Temptation To Doubt God’s Provision 

(vv.1-4), this week we are going to continue on to examine the other tactics Satan employees 

which are: The Lust Of The Eyes: to doubt God’s protection (vv.5-7) and The Pride Of Life: to 

doubt God’s promises, and  worshiping Satan (vv.8-10). 

So  let’s turn our attention to the second offense that the Devil uses - 

The Lust Of The Eyes and to doubt God’s protection (Matthew 4:.5-7) 

Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give 
His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your 
foot against a stone.’ ”7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not ]tempt 
the Lord your God.’ ” 
 
Having failed the first time, trying to get Jesus to ultimately doubt God’s word, doubt God’s 

provision and do things outside of the Father’s timing, the enemy turned his attention to 

another subtle yet different direction. This time the Devil took Jesus into the holy city which 

is the city of Jerusalem, and placed Him on the pinnacle of the temple. Some say that the 

pinnacle of the temple is that section of the temple that sits on the highest  top of Mount 

Moriah with a steep drop into the Kidron Valley, but, we don’t know exactly where it was.   

 

Once again Satan questioned the identity of Jesus “If You are the Son of God” and the faith of 

Jesus “throw Yourself down” for if you do, God will protect you. He has given the angels 

charge over you”.  Satan dared Jesus to put God’s protection to the test.  Satan saw Jesus’ 

tactic previously, using the Scriptures to defend, so the Devil used the same tactic and threw 

it back to Jesus by using Psalm 91 verses 11 and 12. This is the first time we see the devil using 

Scripture towards a wrong end with Jesus. He was basically saying, “If you won’t do anything 

for yourself, let’s see if your Father will do it for you? Let’s give your Father a chance to fulfil 

this simple Scripture I just quoted, that’s if, He really is as faithful as He claims to be?” 

 

However, if you know these verses well you will notice that Satan cleverly omitted a sentence 

from these verses, He misquoted it.  And what did He leave out?  

‘To keep you in all your ways.’, So verse 11 says completely, For He shall give His angels 

charge over you, To keep you in all your ways. 
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This verse does not say do what you like and God will protect you, it says God will protect you 

as you keep His ways. That’s a big difference, isn’t it?   

Yes the Devil knows the Scriptures, in fact, He knows them very well to the point that he can 

pick and choose what he will leave in and what he will take out.   

 

Wiersbe wrote: “He (the Devil) can twist the Bible and give carnal Christians biblical reasons 

to support their foolish actions. Beware of taking promises out of their context, or claiming 

promises when you have not met the conditions. To do something without the Bible’s 

authority is to sin, “for whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Rom.14:23). This is to tempt God—

“to dare Him” to intervene and rescue us when we are in trouble. Deliberate disobedience 

is an invitation for chastening” (Wiersbe: Outlines p.22).  

 
Needless to say that kind of approach is familiar today. We must be careful when we read the 

word of God that we read the verses in context and continue on, even if we don’t really like 

the rest of the message.  Remember Psalm 91 verse 11 and 12 is not saying prove God 

whenever you want to do your own thing.  Jesus knew that, which is why He came back with 

‘It is written, don’t put God to the Test’.   

Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:16, “You shall not tempt (test) the Lord your God.”  

John MacArthur said: “How do we deal with Satan’s false reasoning? The Scriptures. Satan 

is clever. Satan will bring giants to mock God and challenge the people of God. And we will 

have to find smooth stones in God’s stream to bring down the Giants.”  

 

Jesus was saying here, “I know that The Father will provide for me, the Father will protect me 

and I am not putting Him to the test that you are suggesting to satisfy me or satisfy the people 

that are observing, or even you Satan because the Scripture says, that I am not to put God to 

the test in that way or at any time”. 

 

There are many people today that put God to the test.  These people say well “If you will do 

this, then God will have to do that”.  A great example of those who test God are those Snake 

handlers that say God won’t let the snake poison affect them if the snake bites them as they 

pray and use it as proof that God is protecting them.  They take Mark 16 verse 18 completely 
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out of context which says: “they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it 

will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

 

It’s kind of like someone who goes out onto the M50 and lies down on the road and says,  

‘Nothing is going to happen to me because God’s going to take care of me, I’ll escape without 

a mark’ And Yeap, he will indeed take care of you, to Heaven!  This type of testing of God is 

just foolish.  I’m sure people here would say there’s no way that I’d ever do something as 

foolish as that, and yet often when we are convicted by the Spirit not to do something, or go 

somewhere, because of the pressures around us, we can dismiss the conviction and think, 

sure we’ll be grand because God will protect us anyway, He has too.  This is testing God.   If 

you think that you can do what you like, and even rationalise your actions, and say, ‘well God 

will protect me no matter what’, you need to be careful because what you are implying is ‘I 

wonder how far I can go before I get hurt’,  I wonder how much I can be like the world without 

being consumed by the world, how far can I go to the edge without falling off’. Even ‘I can do 

what I like because it’s God’s job to take care of me’.  

 
Testing God’s protection, so as to suit our needs and our wants, is trying to push God into our 

agenda, and do what we want, instead of doing what God wants.  Here the Devil manipulated 

Scripture to try to get Jesus to do just that.  Often we see these days, the same thing, the 

manipulation of Scripture, and people wanting God to serve them, instead of serving God.  

There are those on the other side of this coin, who doubt God’s protection and do not step 

out in Faith even when God says it clearly, to go.  What would have happened if Abraham 

doubted God’s protection, He would have stayed in Ur and missed out completely on all the 

blessings God had in store for Him.  What would have happened if Job had doubted God’s 

protection?  Yes, Job had everything taken away from him, even his health but Job knew God 

protected His soul.  It’s often in these situations when everything seems to be taken away 

from us, we can doubt God’s protection, we don’t see or understand the test, we just feel the 

pain and then the doubts come in. We need to learn that we should never place our will or 

judgment above God’s. We must never live recklessly or carelessly, expecting God to bail us 

out because of His grace, that abusing God’s grace. We need to be very careful, because this 

thought frame is not from God, in fact, it’s sin.   
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This bring us to the third offensive that Satan tried on Jesus:  

The Pride of Life, to Doubt God’s promises and worship Satan (Matthew 4:8-10) 

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of 
the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, “All these things will I give You, if You fall 
down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Begone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’”  
 
At first, the Devil suggested what Jesus ought to do for Himself, satisfy his hunger.  When that 

didn’t work, he then suggested what the Father ought to do for Jesus.  But that didn’t work, 

so Satan dropped his pretence and made one final, desperate effort to corrupt Jesus, 

suggesting what he could do for Jesus: in exchange for what Jesus could do for him.   

 

We are not told what very high mountain the devil took him to. The significance, however, 

lies in the fact that this location gave a vast view of the earth.  But the view extended far 

beyond what physical vision could perceive from any vantage point, no matter how high. 

 

As God’s own proclaimed King of kings, Jesus had a divine right to all kingdoms.  The Father 

had promised all things to Jesus, remember what Psalm 2 verse 8 says: 

“Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance, and  the very 

ends of the earth  as Thy  possession”  

So how could Satan then offer the kingdoms of the world? When God made the earth, he gave 

man dominion over the earth (Genesis 1:28-31), but by chapter 3, when Adam sinned, he 

forfeited that right, the earth and its people became corrupt, and it went to Satan,  (Genesis 

4 and 2 Corinthians 4:4).   In John’s gospel Jesus says (14:30)  

“I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has 

nothing in Me.”  

Satan is called the Prince of the Power of the Air and John tells us that the whole world lies in 

the lap of the wicked one. Satan is permitted a certain amount of control in the governments 

of this planet. 

This is why Satan had the right to say to Jesus ‘Listen, the world is mine, ‘You don’t have to go 

the way of the cross and be slaughtered on the tree, take a short cut. The promise of the Father 

– who knows when that promise will be fulfilled, even who knows if it will be fulfilled, fall down 



 

  
 
   Sunday 08th March 2020 
 

www.christianfellowshipdublin.org                                                                                                  7 | Page 
 

now, and you can have it all now.’  Yes Satan, was offering an easy way for Jesus to be King, a 

King over a Kingdom without a cross.  

 

Jesus was very tempted by these temptations (Hebrews 4:15).  Are you sure you heard ‘This 

is my beloved son?’ Is that really true? If so why are you hungry, why not jump, will he not 

protect you? Don’t wait for the father’s promise, have it now, why not!  Satan does that to us, 

are you sure God promised you that? You need to sort things out yourself, God didn’t really 

promise that did he? Was that a promise God gave you, or did you just wish it?  

 
Satan was offering the world to Jesus but on his own corrupt terms, not God’s way (Ephesians 

2:1-3).  In order to obtain this inheritance that the Father had promised, Jesus had to die on 

the Cross; but here Satan invited Jesus to wear a crown of gold instead of a crown of thorns; 

and sit on a throne instead of hanging from a tree. Satan invited Jesus to fulfil God’s plan 

absent the pain, the sorrow and the humiliation.  Satan offered the Son the world right then 

and there, in exchange for His unrighteous disobedience but the Father promised the Son 

eternal reign over the earth because of His righteous obedience. (Psalm22 and Isaiah53) What 

was the cost? For the world, Satan simply wanted to be acknowledged and worshiped. God’s 

plan in testing the Son was to prove the Son’s worthiness to inherit and rule the world.  Satan’s 

plan was to draw the Son away from that worthiness by enticing Him to grab the kingdom the 

Father had promised to give Him there and then.   

 

Satan always comes at us in that way. He suggests that the world of business, the world of 

politics, the world of fame, or the world of whatever our heart desires can be ours. We can 

get what we want; we can fulfil our lusts and our fantasies.  “Why set your standards so high? 

What’s the use? You can get what you want by cutting a corner here and shading the truth 

there. Why wait for heavenly reward, when you can have what you want now?” When we set 

our hearts on money, prestige, popularity, power, or selfish happiness, even just to be 

somebody, what’s our cost? Do exactly what Satan wants; put self first and God last.  We 

worship what we serve and we serve what we worship. If we serve self, we worship self and 

if we serve passion or money or family or government or philosophy or science or we might 

even be so bold as to think we serve truth. Ultimately, he wants us to worship him and not 
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God.  When we go down the road of doing our own thing, not obeying God, doubting His 

promises and taking things into our own hands, the results are disastrous.  An example of this 

is Abraham when he sought what God promised in his own self-styled act with Hagar, and 

tragedy resulted which still has it effects today. It always does. Satan is a counterfeiter. He 

offers what seems to be the same as what God offers, but his promises come with a heavy 

price tag, some affect us in this life and some in the afterlife.  

 

“God  wants you  to  prosper, doesn’t He?” Satan asks. “Well, I’ll give you prosperity a lot 

sooner and for a lot less. Just turn your head a little at questionable practices.  Give in when 

it’s advantageous; don’t be a prude; follow the crowd, forget about waiting, make it happen 

and grab it now, That’s the way to success.” The basic arguments are always a form of the 

idea that the end justifies the means.  

 

If Jesus had given into this temptation, instead of redeeming the world, He would have joined 

it.  Instead of inheriting the world, He would have lost it.  But Jesus overcame this temptation 

by again, using the word of God -  

Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the 
Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ”  
 
Once again Jesus quotes the Scripture (Exodus 20:3 and Deuteronomy 6:13). Only the Word 

of God can reveal Satan’s lies and defeat them!  You cannot reason with Satan (which Eve 

soon discovered).  Human wisdom is no match for Satan’s.  But the Word of God tells us that 

one day in the future Satan will give over the kingdoms of this world to the antichrist 

(Revelation 13) but Jesus will come and take these kingdoms from him (Revelation 19:11-21) 

and set up His Kingdom— and will rule and reign for a thousand years.  

 

Jesus knew he could trust God’s promise because God is true to His word.  The tempter’s last 

proposal was so preposterous that Jesus dismissed him with ‘Begone, Satan!’  The devil had 

stepped beyond the boundaries in proposing such unutterable wickedness. We need to 

remember that Satan is a creature and like all creatures, he has certain limitations. Even under 

the Old Covenant, Satan had to be granted permission by God before he could act (Job 1:6-

12; 2:1-7). Satan’s limitations have been multiplied since the crucifixion, resurrection, and 
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ascension of Jesus.  Satan’s present power is only by God’s permission, when the Son 

commanded him to leave, Satan had no choice but to obey.   When Jesus said, “Begone,” the 

devil left Him, because he had no choice.  The Lord gives all of His children the power to resist 

Satan.  

“Resist the devil,’’ James assures us, “and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).   

As he did with Jesus, Satan will not long stay away from us; but with every temptation God 

“will provide a way of escape” (1  Corinthians 10:13). For every  temptation Satan leads us 

into, there is a way out provided by the Father.  

 
Satan’s temptations failed, but God’s testing succeeded.  Jesus’ responses to the tempter 

were, in essence, “I will trust the Father; I will not presume on His Word; and I will not 

circumvent His will.  I will take the Father’s good gifts from the Father’s own hand, in the 

Father’s own way, and in the Father’s own time.” Thus the King was accredited by the severest 

test. With this, Christ demonstrated the very sovereign power Satan wanted Him to misuse! 

If the Son of God would not compromise even the least important truth in the universe, He 

would surely not compromise the greatest: that God and God alone, is to be worshiped and 

served and trusted. Though Satan would be back as soon as he had “an opportune time” (Luke 

4:13), for now he was forced to leave.  

 

These are the temptations that will come your way.  You know, opportunity often knocks 

once, but temptation bangs constantly.  If you analyse your life, the temptations that come 

your way, you’ll notice, they will most likely fall into one of these 3 categories.  You are 

tempted to deny or doubt the father’s provision, the father’s protection or the father’s 

promise.  

 

How did Jesus overcome temptation?  He quoted the Scriptures.  In all three of these cases, 

Jesus quoted Scripture.  This is encouraging because I can do this and so can you.  We can 

quote the Scripture.  If, and when, the enemy attacks, we can quote Scripture.  You can do 

exactly what Jesus did.  When Satan says ‘God’s not providing for you, He won’t protect you, 

that promise won’t come to pass for you’ You can say, ‘It is written!’. 
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Note, Satan quoted the Scriptures, but he left out phrases, he omitted things, he always does.  

The main difference between Jesus and Satan as they handled the Word of God, besides Satan 

twisting the bible, the main difference and the key difference was, Jesus was submitted to the 

Word.  When Jesus said ‘Man cannot live by bread alone’, he was saying ‘I’m not going to live 

by bread alone.’  In other words ‘The material is not going to have priority for me.’  ‘When he 

said thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God’, He was saying ‘I’m not going to do it because the 

Word of God tells me not too’.   

 

Listen, it’s not just the quoting of the Word, regurgitating quotes from Scripture, that defeats 

the enemy.  It’s when you are submissive to the Word and committed to the Word, saying 

this is what I will do and then do it!  ‘I will not live by bread alone, I will not tempt the Lord, I 

will worship God and God alone’.   Everyone who is a Christian, when you are tempted, 

quoting Scripture alone, won’t scare the devil away, but being submitted to the Word will– 

that’s where the power is, it’s when you are submitted to the Word.  A lot of Christians are 

under the impression that simply by quoting the bible, the devil’s going to run away, but it’s 

not quoting the bible.  It’s being submitted to the bible, it’s when you affirm, I know and I will 

do it, not just quote it.  Satan can and does quote Scripture, so can demons, so can Gnostics, 

so can Atheists.  They can all quote Scripture, but they’re not submissive to Scripture which is 

the difference and that’s the key. 

 

We have to be in the Word, because Satan is going to come to us when we least expect it, 

when we are feeling perhaps, fatigued physically or mentality, hungry, dying so to speak.  He’ll 

come.  The Devil doesn’t say ‘Hey Vincent, I’ll coming in 3 days, get ready’, but the enemy 

watches, observes, waits, for the time and see the place of weakness, frustration, fear, 

tension, fatigue, sickness, even in a place of transition, and boom, he’ll strike.  

 

Jesus submitted to the Word of God, and when we read the word, let’s not just read for 

knowledge’s sake but let us be prepared to submit to the word of God.  

Submission is key.  So we need to learn the word, submit to the word, and stay in the word.  

 
So after the victory we see the consequences of the testing (Matthew 4:11) - The Triumph  
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Then the devil left  Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.  

The devil left Him. But not for long. Satan always returns. You know there’s some people who 

manage to overcome temptation but leave Satan a forwarding address.  John Owen offered 

Christians this advice: “Let us learn more about the power of temptation in order to avoid 

it.” He also wrote; “Watch and pray. This injunction from our Lord implies that we should 

maintain a clear, abiding apprehension of the great danger we face if we enter into 

temptation. If one is always aware of the great danger, one will always stand guard.”  

After Satan left, angels came to minister to Jesus. How much better is the ministry of angels 

than the deceptions of Satan. How did they minister to Jesus, what did they do? Did they 

comfort Jesus with the Father’s love? We know they could not have been in the presence of 

the Son of God without offering Him worship. We don’t know exactly what they did, it’s not 

mentioned but they probably provided food and encouragement, just like God did with Elijah.      

So, what observations might one make regarding "The Temptation Of Jesus"? Here are a 
few. 

● We have the same adversary, the devil and we should not treat him lightly, for the 
conflict is real (1 Peter 5:8-9; Ephesians 6:12) 

● We have similar temptations - The lust of the flesh, doubting God’s provision and 
God’s Word, The lust of the eyes, doubting God’s protection, The pride of life, 
Doubting God’s promises.   (1John2:15-17) 

● But we have the same tools as Jesus to Overcome - which is the Word of God.  We 
must not just know the Word of God but we need to be in the Word of God 
continually and we must submit to the Word of God. 

● Jesus enables us to overcome temptation and He is our great advocate because He 
truly can identify with us in all things.  

 
There are also important lessons that we can learn from the temptation of Jesus, which are 

● Material sustenance alone, no matter how much we can attain, cannot truly satisfy 
us.  We need spiritual sustenance from God’s word.   

● We are to trust the Lord in all things, but we should not foolishly tempt God. 
● Scripture can be abused and manipulated, therefore we must know the full counsel 

of God. 
● The way to glory is not quick and easy, but often long and hard.  

 
As in all things, look to Jesus, as the writer to Hebrews exhorts us... 
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  "looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was 
 set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 
 right hand of the throne of God. 

 
God has given us a wonderful plan for victory.  Again, 1 Corinthians 10 verse 13, tells us the 

wonderful truth that "there is no temptation that has taken you but such as is” - What? – 

“common to man."  We've all been here; it's part and parcel of human existence.  

"But God is faithful, who will not permit you to be tempted above that you are able; but will 

with the temptation also make” - What? – “a way of escape, that you may be able to bear 

it."  God has designed that there will be a way of escape.   

 

You know the passage in Proverbs 2:5-7; “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 

upon thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and he shall direct your 

paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from evil.”  

The Old Saints used to say:  

Ask not how, but trust Him still;  
Ask not when, but wait His will;  
Simply On His Word Rely, 
God shall all your need supply.  

Let me just end this with Psalm 37:5.  

Commit your way to the Lord; Trust also in him, and he shall bring it to pass.  

 

Amen. 

 


