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Scripture:  Hebrews 13: 1-3 

Subject: Part 44 : What’s Love Got to do with It? 

 

Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some 
have unwittingly entertained angels. 3 Remember the prisoners as if chained with them—
those who are mistreated—since you yourselves are in the body also. 
 

The first 10 chapters of Hebrews examined doctrine and chapter 11 went further in pointing 

out examples to underpin that doctrine.  It laid out the Grace of God to Jews who received 

the Gospel and to those on the border of decision.  How?  It affirmed the superiority of the 

New Covenant as well as Jesus, who is the Great High Priest, who was send as the final, once 

and for all sacrifice so that man could have reconciliation with the Father.  These chapters 

reinforced Faith is a gift from God and Faith is the human response to divine revelation.  Faith 

takes God’s Word seriously and responses practically because it lives out what the Holy Spirit 

imparts and what the Word of God has filled in the mind and heart.   

Chapter 12 most definitely addressed the believers with practical exhortations such as 

follow peace and holiness, and kill off bitterness. They were encouraged to run the race and 

they could do so with gratitude in their hearts knowing the Grace of God, the undeserving 

favour of God.  This gratitude can’t just stay quite in a person’s life, it must be lived out, in 

practical ways.  In these 12 chapters the main argument is ultimately, that while the world 

may consider you losing everything for this relationship with God, in fact, you lose nothing 
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but gain everything in Christ.  Even if you do lose temporal and passing things, you gain so 

much more for eternity and in things that remain. Now in Chapter 13 the focus once again 

shifts.  It is not an afterthought but a very practical application that all of us, each and every 

one of us, can do and should do without a moment’s thought. Why? Because of the one who 

dwells in us.  

If we profess one thing and do something contra to that claim, then the world has every right 

to call us hypocrites, because that is exactly what the word means.   If we find ourselves doing 

this, then we need to honestly examine ourselves, our faith and our relationship with God.  

Maybe we are slipping back, stepping to the side, or maybe, we were never on the track to 

begin the race in the first place.   So Chapter 13 is not just about practical applications but 

also practical markers to our attitudes and behaviours.  This whole chapter that we will be 

looking at in summary, is about love, leaders, legalism and the promises Jesus leaves us with.  

 

If you love God and worship Him, then how should you treat your brothers and sisters in 

Christ? Verse 1 answers this for us - Let brotherly love continue.  

Christian love that is brought before us is not a warm fuzzy feeling nor emotional driven, but 

it’s defined as relational.  Biblical love is doing the right thing, for the right reason from the 

correct source, the only source of pure love is God.  So what is this Love that we read 

throughout the Scripture and why is it so important? 1 Corinthians chapter 13 is one of the 

most famous chapters explaining what love is, in fact, its read at most weddings we attend.  

Verses 4 to 7 tells us –  

4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is 

not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not 

provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the 

truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

 

This chapter is not about romantic love but it is in fact about biblical love that we should 

demonstrate in our daily lives to all.  Love isn’t something you just feel but it’s what you do.  

Love is an act of the will to demonstrate acceptance of a person, be they known to you or 

strangers.  We know love because Christ loved us first.  1 John 4 verses 7 to 11 tells us  

–  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born 

of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is 

love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only 
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begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not 

that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

 
As tiring and frustrating going to church, lighting candles, kneeling, bowing, saying set prayers, 

going through the motions which religiosity often requires, it can be easier than truly loving 

each other, with its practical implications, because loving others can be sometimes hard if we 

are honest, especially with ‘some people’.  Keep in mind that true faith demands true living, 

it requires you to be authentic.  You are a living book that the world is watching and reading.  

The world that looks on to see if you’re the real deal. This is a critical point on account of the 

way things are today within the “global church”.  Often the world does not distinguish 

between religion and biblical Christianity which is why it has come under fire by many people 

who are Anti-Jesus.   

The philosopher Bertrand Russell wrote a famous essay entitled, "Why I Am Not a Christian”.  

His primary argument for rejecting Christianity focused on the lives of Christians he had 

known or heard of, who lived far less than exemplary lives. He wrote 

"I think there are many good points upon which I agree with Christ a great deal more than 

many professing Christians. I do not know that I can go all the way with Him, but I could go 

with him much farther than most professing Christians can. I do not profess to live up to 

them (that is, Christ’s standards) myself, but then after all, it is not quite the same thing as 

for a Christian, is it?” 

Christianity has been blamed for killing 100s of thousands, for example, the Crusades and how 

many “Christians” (and I use that term lightly here), have cause huge hurt in many people’s 

lives.  The fact that Russell chose examples that supported his preconceived notions and to 

rationalize many of his points, does not lessen the impact of some of his statements.  

Unfortunately, throughout the history of the church, the cruel, prejudiced, and immoral lives 

of professed Christians have given the world an excuse not to be attracted to the claims of 

Christ.   

There are Christians, unfortunately even bible-believing Christians who are highly critical of 

others, they are so busy judging others, using their own measuring stick to measure others, 

they have no time to take care of their own faults.  Their love is conditional and vagile, not 

like what Jesus commanded.  Then there are those who feel they have a little bit more than 

others, us poor mortals.  They forget that love is central not their brilliant Christian acts.  Let 

me give you a quick illustration of what I am getting at - The famous evangelist D. L. Moody 



   
    Sunday 06th October 2019 
 

www.christianfellowshipdublin.org                                                                                                  4 | P a g e  
 

was at a conference where some of the more zealous young people decided to spend a night 

in prayer.  The next morning one of the young men said to Moody,  

"We have just come from a wonderful all-night prayer meeting. See how our faces shine!” 

The evangelist replied,  "Moses knew not that his face shone.” 

How can love continue under these acts of murder, lies, hurt, criticisms, judgmentalism, self-

superiority and self-righteous attitudes?  One would have to ask, was love ever truly there in 

the first place and if so, what has gone wrong?  True brotherly love often separates cultural 

Christians from true believers. The critics usually pick out the worst examples which should 

encourage us all the more to live by the very highest standards and keep the bad examples to 

a minimum.  Alexander Maclaren, made the observation in one of his books:  

"The world, takes its notion of God most of all from those who say they belong to God’s 

family. They read us a great deal more than they read the Bible. They see us; 

they only hear about Jesus Christ.” 

We who are true Christians have a serious responsibility to live spotlessly to the glory of God, 

so that unbelievers never have a just reason for criticizing the way we live, because how we 

live is a reflection on our Lord.  We should never forget who are Father is.  We need to be 

obedient to Jesus, even his new commandment which he gave to the apostles and hence to 

the church – Does anyone know what that was?  John 13 verse 34 and 35 –   

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 

that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” 

Philadelphia, as many of you know, is the Greek word for brotherly love.  It is composed of 

two root words, “philed” meaning tender affection and “adelphos” meaning brother, or near 

kinsman; literally-from the same womb.  Brotherly love can have two significant applications.  

In  some places in the New Testament, it refers to unbelieving Jews that are spoken of as 

brothers, therefore it could be instructing continuing of love for fellow Jews.  While Christian 

Jews were to be totally separated from the religion of Judaism; from the rituals, ceremonies, 

laws, and standards of the Old Covenant, they were to maintain a deep love for unbelieving 

fellow Jews.  In turning their backs on Judaism, they were not to turn their backs on their 

brothers.  They were to have the same love that caused Paul to write in Romans 9 verses 3 

and 4  "For I could  wish  that I myself were accursed,  separated  from Christ for the sake of 

my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, who are Israelites”  
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When we put this verse into the context of the previous chapters, we see that it is love for 

fellow Christians, our spiritual brothers.  The admonition to let brotherly love continue 

indicates that such love already exists. Brotherly love is the supernatural outflow of the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  It cannot be generated, but it can be stifled as well as nurtured.  

We are therefore not told to make it happen but to let it continue. When a person is saved, 

they are naturally drawn to fellowship with other believers.  Jesus said that the world would 

hate us because the world hated him.  Jesus foresaw that we would need a refuge especially 

when our friends even our families would turn their backs on us.  We need the love and 

support of our spiritual family (Hebrews 10:24 and 25).  If someone thinks that they can love 

God at home all on their own, all by themselves, then they don’t understand the doctrine of 

love because love in its very nature requires others to love, that is what family is all about.  

This is also one of the greatest demonstrations of the proof of the trinity because before there 

was anything, God was.  God was in perfect triune relationship of love which is why it’s true 

that God is love, not love is God.  Brotherly love is vital to spiritual life.   

"Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the 

brethren,  fervently  love one another from the heart,  for you  have been born again 

not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and 

abiding word of God” (1 Peter 1:22-23).  

 

Brotherly love is one of the necessary markers of a Christian.  It reveals our true identity and 

gives us added assurance of our spiritual life in Christ.  

"We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. 

He who does not love abides in death” (1 John 3:14).  

 

Obeying God’s truth increases our love for fellow believers.  Since we were given brotherly 

love when we were given spiritual life,  we should continue to exercise this love.  We do not 

need to have more love; we need to use the love we have because the more you love, the 

more it grows supernaturally.  The basic principle of brotherly love is simple, and is explained 

by Paul in Romans 12 verse 10   

"Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in 

honour”  

When we are preoccupied with ourselves, we stifle brotherly love.  
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"Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of 

you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for 

your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others” (Philippians  2:3-4).   

 

Brotherly love is nurtured in humility, and humility grows out of the right attitude.  When we 

measure ourselves against the Person of Jesus Christ, who is the standard for our living, we 

see ourselves as we really are, and are humbled.  Only then are we truly able to love as God 

wants us to love.  I realise that this is heavy to a lot of believers, on account of the way in 

which the world has conditioned us mentally.  It’s normally “I” first and everyone else second 

but that is not biblical love. When His children care for each other, help each other, and live 

in harmony with each other, God is both delighted and glorified.  When we love each other 

to the degree where we are willing to give our lives for one another, we exemplify God’s own 

Son.    "We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down 

our lives for the brethren” (1 John 3:16).  

 

New Testament brotherly love is affection built on deep and continuing concern.  It is 

characterized by practical commitment.  

"Whoever has the world’s goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart 

against him, how does the love of God abide in him?” (1 John 3:17).  

In other words, refusing to help fellow believers when we are able to do so proves we do not 

really love them; and if we do not really love them, how can God’s love be in our hearts? If 

His love is not in our hearts, we do not belong to Him.  John’s logic is powerful and practical.  

He continues,  

"Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. We 

shall know by this that we are of the truth, and shall assure our heart before Him” 

(1 John 3:18-19).  

 

This bring us to verse 2 which begins to give arms and legs to how we show Philadelphia  

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained 

angels without knowing it. (Hebrews 13:2)  

The first part of this verse tells us one of the ways we can show love which is through 

hospitality which is why it says don’t neglect to show hospitality.  If your heart isn’t open, 
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neither will be your actual door.  As Paul in Romans 12 spoke about love, he mentioned that 

we should first look after our own spiritual house, and in verse 13  

distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 
Hospitality comes in many ways.  It doesn’t just wait around to be asked, but it looks for the 

needs of others, and welcomes them.  Hospitality is a proactive act which we see in Acts 16 

verse 15.   In fact it is so important that it is part of the qualifications for elders, pastors, 

overseers or bishops.  In the New Testament, they didn’t look for the qualification from 

university for these positions, but you had to have the characterists and the calling from God.  

We see this in 1 Timothy 3 verse 2 and Titus 1 verse 8.  Hospitality is for everyone, not just 

the select few.  It has been repeated throughout scripture as we see in 1 Peter 4 verse 9 –  

 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.  
 

In other words, hospitality should be a mark of all Christians, a basic characteristic, not an 

incidental or optional practice.  We are to have open hearts, ready to serve and meet the 

needs of others.  Many of you here are very hospitable and you do open up to meet the needs 

of others.  Whether it’s making a meal, or providing something for the tea and coffees times 

we have together, even welcoming people when they come into the church whether we know 

them or not, whether they are Christians or not, we ought to show them love, taking care of 

them when they come in, ensure that they know God’s love for them through us.  Maybe we 

are the closest thing they will ever come to knowing God and His love.  Often is it the 

hospitality that we show that is better remembered by an individual than what the sermon 

was about or even the songs that were sung.  We need to be authentic and just not cliché 

Christians. 

Let us be known for our hospitality both in and out of church.  Let this be our 

testimony.  It’s very significant and please never underestimate those of you who have a very 

special gift in hospitality, no one can show it like you do.  Hospitality isn’t just for Sunday but 

it is for individuals to reach out every day.   

Who are we to reach out too other than those who are in church? Verse 2 tells us very 

clearly who we are to show hospitality to – Strangers.  People we don’t know and people who 

are not like us.  When this verse says hospitality to strangers, it actually just uses one word in 

the Greek which is Philoxenia – mean friend to the stranger, alien, foreigner.   

Now this may seems strange to some of you at first.  But we are to follow our Father’s example 

– While we were strangers, God loved us and came to rescue us.  
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Strangers, like brethren (v. 1), can refer to unbelievers as well as believers.  Our first 

responsibility as I’ve already mentioned is to our brothers in Christ, but our responsibility does 

not end there.  

"While we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who 

are of the household of the faith” (Galatians 6:10).  

Paul is just as explicit in 1 Thessalonians:  

"See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which 

is good for one another and for all men” (5:15).  

"All men” includes even our enemies.   

"You  have heard  that it was said,  'You  shall love your neighbour, and hate your 

enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you” 

(Matthew 5:43-44).  

Even the most worldly of people love those who love them.   Jesus goes on to say in verse 46 

of Matthew 5 that the danger of "being taken” is no excuse for not helping someone in need.  

A stranger, by definition, is someone we do not know.  We should use our common sense in 

deciding how best to help him, but our primary concern should be for helping, not for avoiding 

being taken advantage of.  If we help in good faith, God will honour our effort. Love is often 

taken advantage of, but this is a cost that it does not count.  We should never act out of fear 

or suspicion but always out of love and dignity and kindness.    

 

By helping strangers the bible tells us that some have entertained angels without knowing. It 

is not given as the basis or motivation for hospitality but it’s a possibility.  We minister because 

of need, not because of any consequences we are able to foresee. Also we should show 

everyone the same high standard of hospitality.  We see examples of people who have 

entertained angels even the Lord, without knowing initially such as Abraham, Gideon and 

Manoah.  You see, it is not necessarily important who we show hospitality too but we should 

never underestimate the supernatural power of kindness.  In a sense, we always minister to 

the Lord when we are hospitable, especially to fellow believers. In Matthew 25 verse 40 Jesus 

said -  "Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even 

the least of them, you did it to Me”  
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To feed the hungry, take in the stranger, clothe the naked, and visit the imprisoned in Jesus’ 

name is to serve Him. To turn our backs on those in need of such things is to turn our backs 

on Him (verse 45).  This bring us to verse 3 – 

Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-

treated, since you yourselves also are in the body (Hebrews 13 verse 3)  

The prisoner’s spoken of here, in this context, are brothers and sisters in Christ.  From the 

foundation of the New Testament church, there have been Christians imprisoned, beaten, 

stoned, mocked, scourged, killed, destitute, afflicted, tormented, persecuted, starved, and 

but to death shamefully all for the sake of Christ and proclaiming His gospel. 

Jesus in His address in Matthew 5 made it clear in verses 10 to 12 what kind of treatment 

believers can expect.   

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  For theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say 

all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, 

for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 
 

These are not stand alone verses.  We find many reference to believers being incarcerated 

and ill-treated just like Christ throughout the New Testament.  When we see Today’s situation 

in the world, it seems like it’s getting worse.  But Jesus warned us of this in  

Matthew 24 verse 9 to 14 

Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all 
nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be offended, will betray one 
another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets will rise up 
and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will 
grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then 
the end will come. 
 

In Revelation 2 verse 10 He said – 

“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of 
you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days 
Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 

 
Even Paul advised Timothy in 2 Timothy 3 verse 12 

Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
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While we still have our freedom, we can ensure that our love reaches out to them, and we 

are asked to empathise as if we were chained with them.  How? We ought to think of their 

blight.  What they undergo and need.  Not just a ‘bless them Lord’ but identify with them.  We 

can write, pray and help their families or them to off-set their financial worries.  We know 

that if we were starving, we would  want someone to  feed  us, and if we were imprisoned, 

we would want to be visited.  We should do for them what we would want done for us if we 

in prison with them.  It is one of Jesus’ principles:  

"Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law 

and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:12).  

 

Biblical love causes us to love each other and strangers, whether they are with us, far away, 

or even in prisons.  Aristodes, the pagan orator, said of the early Christians,  

"If they hear that any one of their number is in prison or in distress for the sake of their 

Christ’s name, they all render aid in his necessity, and if they can, they redeem him, to set 

him free.” 

In other words, if he was in jail, they would pay his fine or redemption price. The Apostolic 

Confession said,  

"If any Christian is condemned for Christ’s sake to the mines by the ungodly, do not overlook 

him, but from the proceeds of your toil and sweat, send him something to support himself, 

and to reward the soldier of Christ. All money accruing from honest labour do you appoint 

and apportion to the redeeming of the saints, ransoming thereby slaves and captives and 

prisoners, people who are sore abused, and condemned by tyrants.” 

 

The Bible does not teach as do some eastern religions do, that the person in touch with God 

transcends physical pain, hardships, and other such realities.  Our true home is heaven, but 

we are still in the body.  We still get hungry, we still get lonely, and we still hurt, physically 

and psychologically.  Our own hungers and hurts should make us more sensitive to those of 

others.  Instead of seeing our own troubles as an excuse for not helping, we should see them 

as an incentive for being more helpful.  Our own troubles should make us more sensitive, 

hospitable, and loving, not less.  One of the surest cures for self-pity is loving service. Paul 

thanked the Philippians for sharing with him in his affliction by giving him money to carry on 
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his ministry in other places (Philippians 4:14-16). By supporting him financially, they also 

encouraged him spiritually. His closing words to the Colossians, "Remember my 

imprisonment” (Colossians 4:18), were an appeal for prayer.  They could not visit him, and 

money would have been no help at that time. But by remembering him in prayer they could 

support him powerfully.  

Bearing each other’s burdens fulfils Christ’s law (Galatians 6:2), which is love.  If we have a 

high priest who can sympathize with our weaknesses (Hebrews 4:15), how much more should 

we sympathize with others, especially fellow Christians, who are in need?  Following Jesus’ 

example,  who  did  not come to  be ministered to but to minister.  We should be available  to 

others in loving care.  

 

The love God’s has given us requires a practical response.  In these verses we have been 

challenged to continually show brotherly love to each other, show hospitality even to 

strangers and remember those who are imprisoned and ill-treated.   

These challenges are not just theological but they are practical, and they are markers of our 

relationship with God.  God has made us as individuals with individual gifts but we all must 

love and be authentic.  We are not been asked to do something that others have never done 

or are not doing.  In fact many of you are doing this already.  But still it is always good to take 

time to reflex on what is being taught so that we don’t get into a habit of doing the same thing 

over again, but starting to do them with the wrong attitudes.  It’s good to challenge ourselves 

and ask the questions such as, do I have the right attitude, am I doing the right things for the 

right reasons, could I do more, am I really loving to all, even my enemies?  God knows your 

heart, your attitude and your behaviours, so do those who observe you.   

Ephesians 4 verse 2 and 3 says 

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in 
love, 3 endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

 

You have been given so much, and even have the Holy Spirit indwelling in you.  He helps and 

assists you in all tasks.  Remember to do all things unto the Lord because He will bless you 

and the things that you do in His name. 

Amen 
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