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Scripture:  Hebrews 11:8-19 

Subject: Part 31 – The Life of Faith  

 

Already in this chapter we have seen what it is like to worship by faith, walk by faith and even 

work and warnings of Faith, but here the writer now turns our attention to the life of faith 

which includes waiting on God. 

The person which the writer uses to illustrate this is Abraham.  We find the detailed account 

of Abraham’s life in Genesis chapter 11 to chapter 24.  Abraham is a very important figure in 

the bible.  In fact, Abraham is an extremely important figure in three of the world’s major 

religions - Christianity, Judaism and Islam, interestingly all of which are Mono-Thesis.  He is 

regarded as one of the patriarchs of these faiths. Abraham is mentioned 308 times in total 

throughout the bible and in at least 27 books, 16 in the old and 11 in the new.  He is mentioned 

224 times in the old testament and 74 times in the new testament. 

Abraham lived by faith and God was pleased with him because of this.  In fact, he was counted 

righteous because of his faith.  God was not pleased with him because of his works or even 

his behaviour as we know he wasn’t perfect, but it was by his faith alone that justified him.  

Abraham’s life is not just a salvation model but also a pattern of a life of faith which is why he 
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is always referred back to and used as a defence regarding faith.  For example, throughout 

Galatians 3 we see this. Take verse 6, it refers back to Genesis 15 v 6:  

just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 
 
When Stephen, in Acts chapter 7, preached his last sermon to the Jewish leaders he spoke 

about Abraham’s obedience in trusting God by leaving his homeland and believed God’s 

promises of blessing (Acts 7:2-5).  In the book of Romans, Paul used Abraham as the central 

illustration for justification by faith alone (Romans 4).  In John 8, Jesus also used Abraham as 

an example of faith not works as the only way to please God, as the Jewish leaders were all 

about works, rituals and ceremonies.  All these examples, demonstrate that faith is the only 

means to please God.  It also demonstrates further that justification is not by physical 

pedigree but by faith, and it is inward renewal not external lineage that constitutes one 

member of the true family of God (Hebrews 10:38; Romans 2:29; 5:1; Galatian 6:15; 1 John 

3:18 and 36).   

Abraham was chosen because God chose him, not because of the things he done, or that he 

was the best pagan out of the lot of them.   We must keep it context, that Prior to Abraham, 

God had a general relationship with man after the flood until the tower of Babel incident 

when God scatter mankind with various languages.  Abraham was 9 generations from Noah, 

and he was from Seth’s line.  If you read Genesis 11, look at the genealogy and do the maths, 

you will see that for 39 years, Noah, Seth and Abraham were alive at the same time.  While 

we don’t know how involved they were in each other’s lives, I would suggest that the 

likelihood of Abraham knowing the account of the Flood and the Tower of Babel was very 

high.     

What we do know is that Terah, Abraham’s father, and even his grandfather were pagans and 

served other gods, as we can read in Joshua 24 v 2.  Abraham was not born a Jew.  He was 

born Abram in Ur of the Chaldeans.  Ur was a sea port on the banks of the Euphrates river 

near the Persian Gulf.  This was a city of manufacturing and agriculture.  In 1922 through to 

1934, there was an archaeologist from the British Museum, C. T. Woodly, who dug up the 

ruins of the city of Ur and found a massive complex. The city had two main temples, one 

dedicated to Nanar who was the moon god and the second was for his wife, Ningal.  Abraham 

grew up in a pagan household, in a pagan city with a pagan culture. Yet God chose him, to be 
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the person through whom he would keep his promise to mankind of a coming Saviour.  God 

sovereignly chose Abraham as he did us, not because of anything we could do or even bring 

to the table, but because of His sovereign will.  We have so much to be thankful for!  

In verse 8 we see Abraham’s response to God’s call.  Let’s read verse 8: 

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he 
would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was 
going.” 
 

In Genesis 12, we read about that calling, when God called Abraham out of his father’s land, 

to a land that He would show him, and in that call, God gave him 7 promises, which were: 

1. I will make you a great nation 

2. I will bless you 

3. I will make your name great 

4. And you shall be a blessing 

5. I will bless those who bless you 

6. And I will curse him who curses you 

7. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed  

 
When you read on about Abraham’s life and his descendants’ lives, you can see that God has 

been faithful to keep all of these promises, because faithfulness is one of the characteristics 

of God, and because He is faithful, He can be trusted.  If he says it, you can take it to the bank. 

When God called Abraham, Abraham did not hold a prayer meeting to understand the impact 

of this calling nor to find out the details of where he was going.   

In the Greek, it could be translated, "when he was being called.” In other words, as soon as 

he understood what God was saying, he started packing.  It was instant obedience. It may 

have taken several days, or even weeks to make final preparations for the trip, but in his mind, 

he was already on the way. From then on, everything he did revolved around obeying God’s 

call.  

He didn’t put his house on the renting market just in case things didn’t work out, but he left 

with his wife, his nephew Lot and everything they possessed.  Abraham was 75 years old when 

this happened.  One would be forgiven to think that that kind of thing might be alright when 

you are young, but at 75 years of age to leave, lock, stock and barrel, with no idea where they 

were going, just confident that God could be trusted is another thing.  Do you think there 
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were tongues wagging from their neighbours and from their families?  You can almost hear 

them, “imagine at his age carrying on like that, he even believes he heard from the “true” 

God. Must be mad, shame really being such a lovely man and that wife of his, well I say no 

more.”  

Maybe that is what some of you experienced when you heard the call of God in your own 

lives the first time, or even since.  Try telling those around you that the true and living God 

has spoken to you and has impacted your life that you are ready to move direction in life, 

maybe it’s away from your old life, or even moving into a ministry, it generally rises questions 

never mind just the eyebrows.    

Abraham didn’t have a dual faith, but he was ready to forsake all that God asked him to 

forsake and to follow the true and living God only. Regardless of what was or was not said, 

Abraham heard God and He actively trusted and obeyed.  Abraham had amazing confidence 

in God to do exactly what He said He would do.  Remember God said that He would show him 

the way and that was enough for Abraham to obey unreservedly.  Abraham’s faith separated 

him from paganism and unbelief, and started him towards a new land and a new kind of life 

with new blessings from God.   

This is first part of the pattern of the life of faith, which is the Pilgrimage of Faith.  God convicts 

a person then calls them into fellowship with Him, into His revealed will and out of the world 

according to His sovereign will.  It all begins with God; the call to the heart, the encounter 

with Him, the positive assurances that it is God not something else, leaving the world behind 

for better promises we know he will fulfil.  No one or nothing would have convinced Abraham 

otherwise. But there is a big difference between saying you believe, and actively trusting and 

obeying God.  Romans 12 verse 2 tells us  

"Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable 

and perfect” (cross reference 2 Corinthians 6:14; Galatians 1:4) 

Giving up the old life is often one of the greatest obstacles in coming to Christ, and is also one 

of the greatest obstacles to faithful living once we are in Christ.  From the perspective of the 

old life and the old nature, the new life in Christ can appear dull and unexciting.  When we 
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think this way, we fail to understand that, once we become a Christian, we are given a new 

set of values, interests, and desires which we cannot experience in advance. We cannot fully 

"see” the blessings and satisfaction of life in Christ before we trust Him as Lord and Saviour.  

We believe and then we experience, once we trust and obey.  The Reformer John Calvin 

observed, "it is no ordinary trial of faith to give up what we have in hand in order to seek 

what is a far off and unknown to us." 

By faith, Abraham obeyed God, he did not need to be persuaded or the blue print.  This tells 

us that Abraham’s faith was the kind of faith that rested in the word of God, he totally trusted 

God without question and that with his faith came obedience to God which brought blessing.  

Never in the bible do we find faith without obedience.  

Abraham’s response was dramatic in that it was immediate, he didn’t procrastinate, he didn’t 

turn back to the land nor to the idols, he had a decisive faith.  How about you?  What is your 

faith like?  What is your response to God when He calls?  2 Corinthians 5 verse 7 tells us that 

we walk by faith and not by sight, but how healthy is your faith in God currently?  Often there 

can be issues with our faith. There are clear things that God tells us and we can either obey 

or disobey, but what about the circumstances when we ask God for answers to help our 

decision making, and it seems like no matter how hard we listen we don’t seem to get the 

clear answer, except ‘Trust me’.. how strong is your faith in God to take you through the 

situation?   

Abraham trusted God to take him through the valleys, over the mountains and cross whatever 

rivers that he would encounter to the place God had in store for him.  He didn’t know the 

where, the when, the how, the why, he didn’t know the details but by faith he went.  So many 

of us are caught up on needing to know the details of the journey, instead of being caught up 

with God of the details.  This part of Abraham’s journey tells us that true faith, it doesn’t 

necessarily need to have all the answers to all of our questions, but true faith always 

responses and obeys.  We have the striking illustration of what we have seen as the 

description of Faith in verse 1 of this chapter that faith is "the assurance of things hoped for" 

combined with "the conviction of things not seen”.  

 Abraham set out in faith, his destination unrevealed, but he also set out in hope, firmly 

grasping the promise of an inheritance. The bare word of God was sufficient security for his 
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going. If the believer finds this difficult to grasp, the world would consider it madness, but we 

know we can put our trust 100% in the hand of our faithful God.  

This bring us to verses 9 of Hebrews 11, which says: 

9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with 

Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; (11:9) 

By Faith, Abraham undertook the journey to the promise land, trusting God for direction.  

When he got there, we see how he lived.  Firstly, he lived like a stranger in the land that God 

had promised him and secondly, he lived in tents in which his son and grandson followed the 

exact way because they also where partners in the same promises.  It may be surprising that 

he did both because of his faith.  

When you read this, it may boggle the mind as to why?  Why would you live as a stranger in 

a land that was yours, or at least, why not build a house, or even a town?  He could well afford 

it, so it wasn’t a question of finances.  Dwelling in tents was the way of travellers and nomads. 

Even in Abraham’s time, tents were not considered permanent residences.   

The answer is given to us in these verses.  As wonderful and important these promises were, 

he also knew that the land that he was promised was just physical and temporal.  His son and 

his grandson, Isaac and Jacob also knew what Abraham knew for they were also heirs of the 

promises.  This promised land and the tents were just types of something greater.  

When Abraham got to his promised land, do you think that he found very holy people there?  

The answer is no! He wasn’t expecting them, that wasn’t part of the promise.  In fact, he found 

people who were in rebellion and where probably just as pagan as the land he left, but that 

was the land God had chosen for himself and for His people, and most of all for His purpose 

which would be fulfilled in that land on a cross.   

When Abraham entered into the land God promised him, he didn’t inter-marry with any of 

the locals to attain land.  The only bit of land he bought was for the tomb of Sarah, which later 

he was buried in, then when Isaac died, he was buried there, so too was Jacob eventually.  

Abraham didn’t need a house or to build a temple for he lived and worshipped by faith.    
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As a Christian, we shouldn’t be preoccupied with the things we can attain in this world, instead 

we should be occupied by the word of God, for Jesus is our promise.  Abraham’s promises 

were also for his children as those promise belong to them.  Just like when Jesus made 

promises to his disciples, did it end with them? No! We too have these promises such as; I will 

never leave you nor forsake you; Come to me all you who are weary and I will give you rest; 

when I go, I will send the comforter to you. We can hold on to theses promises.  

When you are a stranger in a land, you do need patience and it can be hard but Abraham was 

a pilgrim in that land.  He was waiting but not for the most suitable site to build a house on 

but we see in verse 10  

10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and 

maker is God. 

From the immediate upheaval of Abraham and his household to leave Ur, wasting no time 

putting everything behind them, a time came of when patience was required.  We know of 

times when God moves dramatically, it can be empowering and there sometimes feel like the 

glow of glory is all around, but then there are the in-between stages, the time of when 

patience is required, for there is a time God has set for us to wait.  

Waiting in the ‘worldly’ sense is seen as an inconvenience, usually an inactive time, a 

disruption for most.  We only wait when we really have too, no other choice, it’s annoying, a 

waste of time.  The ‘worldly’ attitude towards waiting is often, don’t wait for it to happen, 

make it happen; don’t wait for change, you are the change, nothing happens if you wait’.  

Waiting is the action of staying where one is or delaying action until a particular time or event.  

But biblical waiting is very different.  In the bible we find that we are encouraged to wait. 

Roman 12:12 - Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulations, be constant in prayer 

Psalm 27:14 – ‘Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord’.  

Isaiah 40: 31 – ‘but they who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount 

up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.’ 

The main difference between worldly waiting and biblical waiting, is the focus.  The world 

focuses on what we want, but biblical waiting focus is on the Lord and what He wants.  Biblical 
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waiting is an active process.  Waiting on the Lord, you find rest, it’s a place where God works 

on your attitude.  Biblical waiting is forbearing, it’s a time for building character.  The bible is 

full of examples of those who waited on the Lord, for example; Daniel and God blessed him 

with success professional as well as spiritually. David is another great example of waiting on 

the Lord.  God promised him that he would become King but it wasn’t until many years later, 

through many trials where it seemed that it was more likely for him to be killed than for him 

to be crowned King, but God was faithful as He always is.  Then there were those who were 

not always successful in waiting and took things into their own hands, even Abraham with 

Sarah on the promise of a child had their patience completely tested and failed which led to 

trouble than and even to this day which we will look at next week.  

Waiting is not easy in any sense because we like to see the end, now!  But in the biblical sense, 

we can’t run ahead of God.  He works all things even the still times, as we would say.  God is 

always working on our behalf.  We ask God for one thing and we don’t know all the things He 

needs to put in motion just so that one thing can be fulfilled.  We get tired of waiting, while 

God is working non-stop on our behalf, aligning many situations, who knows even the 

weather! He is working all things for His glory and our good.  Waiting on the Lord is a discipline 

we don’t enjoy at the time but we sure do rejoice at the results.   

William Carey spent thirty-five years in India and saw only a handful of converts but I’m sure 

he was committed to praying for more people to get save then what he saw in his lifetime.  

He waited for God to do something in India and while he waited for God to move, he took up 

to interpreting the bible into different Indian languages. Carey never seen a big move of God 

in his life, even though he waited, yet every Christian missionary who has gone to India since 

that time owes a debt to him.  He planted so that they could harvest.  Virtually all missionary 

effort in India has been based to some extent on his pioneer work because of his translation 

works of the bible.  Most of the fruits of his labour he saw only by faith. He had faith’s patience 

and did not “grow weary in well-doing”.  He trusted God to do things, in God’s timing and in 

God’s way. 

“Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.  Behold, the farmer 

waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the 

early and late rains. You too be patient” (James 5:7-8). 
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Patience is a fruit of the Spirit as Galatian 5 tells us, that it is a fruit and not a gift, and like all 

fruit, it has its season, and with time it ripens.  

We must see waiting like Abraham, by faith.  Instead of grumbling, we must use the time to 

allow God to work on our attitude, be faithful in the small things, continue to praise and 

worship him, trust him and be ready to obey.  As John Philips wrote –  

‘Abraham dared to believe by faith, that in his own time, God would make good his promise’ 

What Abraham waited for wasn’t the ownership papers of the promised land, but his eyes 

where towards another city.  He could live in the promise land as a stranger because he knew 

that that land was not his final destination.  He was a pilgrim to a city which has 

foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

Abraham knew where his true citizenship was and we must also think about this.  If I were to 

ask you where you are from, well that is one thing, but if I were to ask you where does your 

citizenship belong, I wonder what would our first response be?  Would it be, I’m Irish or would 

it be Heaven?  We need to really think this through because the bible tells us that this is not 

our home so don’t get too comfortable or too attached.  Philippians 3 verse 20 tells us –  

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

The divine city is called many things in Scripture, but perhaps its most encouraging name is 

the one Ezekiel gave it: "The LORD is there” (Ezekiel 48:35).  Of all the things about it that are 

beautiful and inviting, by far the most beautiful and most inviting is that the Lord is there. 

We too are just pilgrims, and heaven is our hope, our final destination.  Jesus promised in 

John 14 verse 3 and 4 –  

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 

that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way you 

know.” 

Abraham opted for the eternal over the temporal. They were not easy choices but they were 

choices. We too have a choice.  Do we get caught up with this life and it’s so easy isn’t it?  

When things are going great, well sometimes God isn’t at the fore-front.  When things get 

hard, we can look at how big the problem is instead of how Big God is.  We can get worked 
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up and worn out trying to get by in life, because life is hard, it’s full of trials, its full of trouble 

or do we take a different stance?  Do we look up to that city who builder and maker is God?  

The thing is, life gets harder when we don’t fully put our trust in the Lord, or when we are not 

obedient to him.   We know that when Abraham’s eyes were on his circumstances that it spelt 

trouble for him, but when he looked up and set his eyes on the Lord, things went as God 

intended them to go. 

The secret of Abraham’s faith was his hope in the ultimate fulfilment of the promise of God. 

His ultimate Promised Land was heaven, just as ours is. Even had he possessed the land of 

Canaan in his lifetime, it would not have been his ultimate inheritance.  He was patient 

because his eyes were on the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

As important as the earthly land was to him and God’s other promises, he looked up toward 

the heavenly land, which he knew he would inherit without fail.  

In one sense it is possible "to be so heavenly minded that we are of no earthly good.” But in 

a much deeper sense, it is impossible to be of any real earthly good unless we are heavenly 

minded.  Paul encouraged the believers in Colossae who were going through trials of their 

own faith with these words- "think on the things above, not on the things that are on earth” 

(Colossians 3:2).  

Only the heavenly minded will have the patience to continue faithfully in God’s work when it 

becomes hard, unappreciated, and seemingly unending.  There is no greater cure for 

discouragement, fatigue, or self-pity than to think of being in the presence of the Lord one 

day and of spending eternity with Him. We should make no apology for being heavenly 

minded.  

It is when we concentrate on things below, that we live and die with every little thing that 

goes wrong or seems to last too long or is not successful or appreciated.  That is why Paul told 

Timothy 

"Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier in active 

service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the 

one who enlisted him as a soldier” (2 Timothy 2:3-4).  
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The challenge to us is to keep our faith joyful, even during the times of waiting and during the 

hardships of this life.  People of real faith are not always like shooting star, obvious to 

everyone and shining always bright while in sight, but real people of real faith are steady 

regardless of their feelings or circumstances, they endure the faith regardless of what seems 

impossible, they preserve even when it feels like the oxygen is very low, they keep running 

the race, they keep going with their eyes on their inheritance in that city build by God. 

You would wonder how much God actually disclosed to Abraham for him to be looking 

forward to this city, for his sights to be set on that place as a goal.  We have amazing revelation 

of it in his word, and what are our sights set on? 

So, what exactly did Abraham believe?  He believed God would create a nation through his 

seed, he believed God would give him a child in what looked like impossible circumstances, 

He believed in the eternal city and that God had power to raise the dead, Abraham believed 

God.  Abraham lived his life by faith because God had intervened in his life and gave him the 

tenacity to not give up because regardless of the mistakes and wrong doings, God didn’t give 

up on him nor does He give up on us. The point here is to keep going, keep trusting God, He 

will sustain you. 

The journey we are called to take often feels like a pilgrimage into the dark, into the unknown 

just like Abraham but we have the same God and rest assured, God knows exactly where you 

are going because He is leading you there.  God kept his promises to Abraham, and he will 

keep his promises to us.  Let me finish by quoting part of a poem written by Minnie Louise 

Haskins who lived between 1875 till 1957 and it is called - God knows. 

“God Knows” 
by Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957) 

 
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East. 
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So heart be still: What need our little life 

Our human life to know, If God hath comprehension? 

In all the dizzy strife Of things both high and low, 

God hideth His intention. 

God knows.  

His will Is best.  

The stretch of years Which wind ahead, so dim 

To our imperfect vision, Are clear to God.  

Our fears Are premature;  

In Him, All time hath full provision. 

 

May you use God’s word as a light on your pilgrimage of faith just as Abraham did. 

Amen 

 


