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Scripture:  Hebrews 11:1-3 

Subject: Part 27 - The Description of Faith  

“Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a conviction of things not seen. 2 For 

therein the elders had witness borne to them. 3 By faith we understand that 

the worlds have been framed by the word of God, so that what is seen hath not been 

made out of things which appear.” - ASV 

Everyone has faith but not everyone has saving faith.   Everyone lives by faith in some sense.   

Society is built on a foundation of faith.  We drink water out a tap with confidence that it is 

safe; we eat in restaurants having faith that the foods not contaminated.  We have faith that 

when we exchange money or pay online it has value.  We put our faith in medicine even 

though we may not have the least training, competence, or experience in medicine ourselves.  

We submit to the surgeon’s knife entirely by faith.  The capacity for faith is created in us.  

Everyone regardless of who they are to some degree willingly accepts and acts on many things 

they are not 100% sure about.  For example, when we see the green light and we are ready 

to go, we have faith that the cars on the other side of the road will stop at the red light and 

let us go safely.  While we may not entirely understand the laws that keep an aeroplane in 

the air, we don’t mind stepping on them to go on our holidays.  



   
    Sunday 05th May 2019 
 

www.christianfellowshipdublin.org                                                                                                  2 | P a g e  
 

Spiritual faith is radically different from natural faith in one important way.  It is not natural.  

Just as natural trust comes by natural birth, so spiritual trust comes from God. 

"For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 

the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).  

This chapter is known by many names – The Hall of Fame, Hall of Faith, The West-Minister 

Abbey of Scriptures, The Excellency of Faith.  Chapter 11 serves as an illustration of Chapter 

10’s doctrinal lessons.  So, we are coming from the theological to the practical.    

Verses 1 explains the nature of Faith; Verse 2 show us the reward of Faith and verse 3 

is the necessity of faith.  Verses 4 to 32 gives us examples of people, what they did, what they 

endured and what the received.  It shows us their walk, their wanderings, their waiting’s even 

their wonderings.  They overcame.  In this chapter there is no mention of their failures.  They 

are not listed even though we know they had many.  Why? – Chapter 10v17 –  

“Their sins I will remember no more.” 

Imagine a time when your faith is remembered and not your failures.  Think about talking to 

Jesus and saying Oh Lord, I failed you there and in this way, remember I said this, thought 

this, didn’t do that and He will say, No – This is what I remember, the way you loved me, the 

way you trusted me, when you talked to me.  How amazing! 

The Key to greatness with God is Faith, for without faith it is impossible to please Him.  

The person who sees God with Faith, believes God with Faith, has a heart of Faith, worships 

God with the mind of faith, walks with God with the feet of faith.  Our faith rests solidly on 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  In the bible – He is the object of our faith and the author of our faith. 

Did you know that the only place in the bible that actually gives a description of Faith is here 

in these verses?  There are plenty of explanations and even principles of faith laid out in other 

parts of the bible, but not the description we find here.  For we are told here that it is a 

substance, not a wish or a substitute for an explanation.  

Let’s look at what it is not before we look at what it is.   

A great example of what it is not is tied up in the faith movement.   In the faith movement 

they talk about the Power of Faith but the faith that they speak of is not a biblical Faith.   Listen 
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when you hear people talk about faith who are in this movement or have inclinations towards 

this way of thinking.  They talk about faith as if it was a personal power that is possible to 

possess to create their own future, even to change their circumstances or manipulate it, to 

create their own reality or to change the world.  They believe in the power of faith to create 

healing, bring about Salvation, change people, change economic situations, from being a 

nobody to being a somebody, from ambitions to hopes, from dreams to experiencing 

fulfilment.  All if they have enough of the right faith.  But Hold on, is that Scriptural Faith?  

Well if you don’t know the Scriptures you may find it plausible.  

The bible teaching on Faith is different.  Faith isn’t a force, nor are words the container of this 

force.  Faith doesn’t create reality.  Faith isn’t a magical property nor super spiritual substance 

that you use to influence reality.  Faith doesn’t create reality.  God is the maker of Heaven 

and Earth and Reality.  Therefore, our confidence is in Him, In the Lord Jesus Christ.  So hence 

why we can say that Jesus is the object of our faith.  This Notion of Faith being a power to 

create your own future is the furthest thing from the truth of biblical faith.  

Faith is a God given ability to trust Him and the future He has promised you.  

Huge difference.   

When you come down to it, think about it, it’s a control issue – People with this faith, are 

saying they know what is best for them in their lives and they are going to believe it into a 

reality.   We all like to be in control if we are honest, don’t we? It’s all to do with me. But 

biblical faith says’ - Trust God to hold you and your future; you are not in control, it’s in God’s 

control and that’s O.K. because God love you, and knows the plans He has for you. 

The Jews who read this letter the first time were caught up in a system like so many are today. 

The system of self; having faith in themselves, what they can do, self-effort, self-reliance, self-

salvation, self-glorification.  There was no resemblance with that which God had given and 

we can see that presently in our world.  They had long forgotten that man is not justified by 

works, but by faith and many don’t know anything about this today – they don’t know 

anything about saving faith in God, His promises, His Word and principally in what Christ 

accomplished on the Cross.  All works systems is despised by God, mostly because it is a 
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corruption of the true system He gave.  God has never redeemed man by works, but always 

by faith as we see in Habakkuk 2:4 - 

“Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live by his faith.” 
 

These Jews who heard the powerful previous arguments for the superiority of the New 

Covenant over the Old, are shown in regards to faith, the two covenants are the same.  That 

is, the faith principle did not originate with the New Covenant.  It was also active in the Old.  

In fact, it was active the moment man fell and needed a way back to God. It originated even 

before the earth began since God chose us in Christ "before the foundation of the world” 

(Ephesians 1:4).  Since the only way God accepts us in Christ is by our faith, then God obviously 

established salvation by faith at that time.  The way back to God, as far as man’s part is 

concerned, is by faith, it has always been by faith and only by faith.  

So let’s now look at the description of faith that we find in our text -  

1stly - The Nature of Faith. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (11:1). 

Here is a clear description of Faith – firstly it is the assurance of things hoped for.  This word 

assurance found here is only used in one other book, 2 Corinthians. Assurance in the Greek is 

‘Hupostasis’ which is a Noun, or in other words a description.  It means a foundation, a 

concrete support, it’s solid, it is confident, that which has actual existence, it’s a reality 

without a doubt, its steadfastness of mind.   This Assurance is of things hoped for.  It is trusting 

in the invisible, what isn’t yet received, or experienced, not yet manifested.   

Some translations say – Faith is the substance of things not seen.  Substance is the 

tangible properties of assurance.  This bible passage is explaining faith isn’t imaginary but 

reality.  We’ve seen substance appear two other times.  In chapter 1 verse 3 it is rendered 

"exact representation,” speaking of Christ’s likeness to God, and in chapter 3 verse 14 it is 

rendered "assurance or confidence”.  Faith, then, provides the firm ground on which we stand, 

waiting for the fulfilment of God’s promises.   

In Old Testament times, men and women had to rest on the promises of God. Remember, 

God promised them of a coming Messiah, a Deliverer who would take away sin, a coming 

King.  He told them that one day all Israel would be made clean and be ruled by this righteous 
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Messiah.  God’s faithful followers believed His promises, even though they were incomplete 

and vague.  Just like in 1 Corinthians 13 verse 12 when it says –  

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then 
I shall know just as I also am known. 
 

We know what this was like for the Old Testament Saints, they longed for the Messiah to 

come and for us now, we long for His second coming and heaven.  This creates a presence 

substance for the future promise.   The promises given to the Old Testament saints were so 

real to them, because they believed God.  They based their lives on God’s faithfulness to fulfil 

them.  All the Old Testament promises related to the future for many believers, far into the 

future. But the faithful among God’s people acted as if the promises were in the present 

tense, they hoped for the soon fulfilment of these promises.  They simply took God at His 

word and lived on that basis. They were people of faith, and faith gave present assurance and 

substance to what was yet future.   Dr. J.A. Oswalt once said–  

‘Faith enables the believing soul to treat the future as present and the invisible as seen.’   

Remember the 12 men who went into Canaan to spy out the land.  They all saw giants, all 12 

of them, but it was their reaction to the giants that made the difference.  10 were full of fear 

and dread but Joshua and Caleb were men of Faith and trusted in God’s promise for victory.   

 We put our trust or faith in Christ because He can be trusted.  What we hope for 

in the future, has substance now.  It provides assurance now so that we can sing, praise, pray, 

act, obey, live, minister, witness, all because this hope gives weight to our reality now 

regardless of the giants in our lives, regardless of what circumstances or what everyone tells 

us all because of this great substance.  And it’s because of this substance, this assurance in 

what we hope for, we can live a life that is against the grain of this fallen world.  We are living 

opposite to the way of the world’s main stream and where it is trying to take us.  It’s often 

going against the crowd and even getting trampled in the process.  We live lives that are 

against the grain of our flesh.  It would be easier to just do whatever we feel like but because 

of this hope and faith we have, we don’t.  We battle against it.  We battle because there is 

reason to.  We know the truth of God and God has given us the faith to keep going.  This is 

what it means to live by faith.  
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Faith is not a wishful longing that something may come to pass in an uncertain tomorrow.  

True faith is an absolute certainty, often of things that the world considers unreal and 

impossible.  Christian hope is not belief in the improbable against chance. If we follow a God 

whose audible voice we have never heard and believe in a Christ whose face we have never 

seen, we do so because our faith has a reality, a substance, an assurance that is unshakable. 

In doing so, Jesus said, we are specially blessed as we see in John 20 verse 29 –  

Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

Faith furnishes the heart with firm support in the revealed promises of God.  It believes God 

as revealed in Scriptures.  It’s the anchor which is real faith. Far from being vague and 

uncertain, faith is the most solid possible conviction.  

 This conviction is the second part of the description of Faith.  “the conviction of 

things not seen”.  This implies a response, an outward manifestation of the inward assurance. 

The person of faith lives by their convictions.  Their life is committed to what their mind and 

spirit are convinced is true.  Faith is rooted in a solid conviction. 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were confronted with the choice of obeying 

Nebuchadnezzar, whom they could see very well, or God, whom they had never seen with 

human eyes.  Without hesitation, they chose to obey God.  Man’s natural response is to trust 

his physical senses, to put his faith in the things he can see, hear, taste, and feel.  Not so the 

man of God, for he puts his trust in something more durable and dependable than anything 

he will ever experience with his senses.  Senses may lie but God cannot lie - Titus 1:2 -   

“in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began,” 

We live in the certainty that whatever discomfort or pain we may have to endure for Christ’s 

sake on earth, we will be more than compensated for it by an eternity of unending bliss, of 

pleasure we cannot now imagine.  Faith in things already seen is what we have through history 

but when we talk about heaven, we talk about things unseen, something in the future.   
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John MacArthur wrote – True faith is not based on empirical evidence but on divine assurance 

and it is a gift of God.  Ephesians 2 verses 8 and 9 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 

is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

True Faith doesn’t mean there is absence of empirical evidence rather it’s the reality of the 

most compelling evidence which is the assurance God has given.  We live on the promises 

given to us in the Scripture.  We believe the scriptures are reliable because the evidence tells 

us that and the Spirit of God has planted in us the Spirit of faith to believe in its trust 

worthiness.  William Barkley translated verse 1 as –  

 We are certain of the things we hope for, convinced of the things we do not see. 

How were you saved? By Faith; How are you kept? By Faith; How do you grow? By Faith 

Faith is the knowledge of what is real, plus the possession of what is real, plus the experience 

of what’s real.  Hence faith is trust + possession + confidence.  All Because of what God has 

given to us, we are able to live our lives with confidence. 

Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible.  

The conviction leads to commitment.  It’s more than just some kind of hope.  This is what 

brings people to act – because of revelation comes action, because of substance, comes 

conviction.  This leads to the rewards of Faith.  

2. The Rewards of Faith. 

For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. (Hebrews 11:2)  

In the previous chapter, in verses 35 and 36, we were introduced to faith as our confidence 

and the need to endure so to attain our reward.  He quoted from Habakkuk, a Jewish prophet, 

reinforcing the truth that this was the principle of redemption that God had always honoured 

in verse 38 –  

"But My righteous one shall live by faith” (Hebrews 10:38; Habakkuk 2:4).  

In the verse here – the word Elders is referring to age not the position within the church.  As 

you look down the chapter you see that the examples are both men and women.  These 
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people gained God’s approval because of their faith, and because of nothing else.  God has 

always approved and recognized the person of faith. Faith is the way to life, and faith is the 

way to live.  There has never been any other way.  So, if we live by faith, we will reap the 

rewards of faith.  Faith is not simply one way to please God; it is the only way.  

Verse 2 tells us of the reward of Faith which they obtained.  The reward was a good testimony 

which is really God’s testimony.  When we tell people about how we came to saving Faith, the 

emphasis should never be on how bad we were previously but how good God is and the 

miracles He did in our life.   So, while we examine these people’s lives further on in our study 

of the chapter, we much always keep it in context which is, this is God’s testimony and God 

approves it.   

 James 2 tells us that Faith reveals itself in love and work but we need to be 

mindful, there’s a difference between belief and faith.  That’s why Jesus told us even the devil 

believes there is a God.  Believing in God’s existence isn’t enough.  This chapter talks about 

people who not just believed in God, but trusted God, turned away from the world, 

sometimes their family, they decided to forsake the pleasures of this world for the sake of 

their walk with God and their faith in Him.  God approved this, therefore He rewarded them 

with real life, eternal life which is only through Christ Jesus.  Faith is the act of believing.  When 

people talk about ‘The faith’ that is the truth that is believed. Two different things.   

 One thing that all these people in chapter 11 have in common, is their faith was 

put to the test.  Yet if they were met in the street by someone in the faith movement, they 

may be told otherwise about the quality of their faith.  They found that regardless of the test, 

their faith was found to be real and so was their confidence in God.  In every instance from 

Abel right up – they were able to reach out to the unseen and find the reality. 

Not only can we trust the word of God, but we just have to look around us and the evidence 

of God’s Hand.  This is why the necessity of Faith begins with Creation.  For what we evidently 

see in this life is the blueprint marker of the invisible hand of God.  

3. The Necessity of Faith. 

By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 

what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. (11:3).   
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Most philosophy is mere doodling with words, as many people do with a pencil. Without 

revelation, a source of basic truth, the best it can do is make verbal squiggles. Some are more 

impressive than others, but none can lay claim to the truth or to ultimate meaning of life.  

Paul warned the Colossians in Colossians 2 verse 8,  

"See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, 

according to the tradition of men”  

None of the theories regarding the origin of the earth never mind the universe, has gained 

universal acceptance among scientists. Today, theories are still multiplying and none yet is 

universally accepted, much less proved. The same is true of theories of evolution. Even some 

nonreligious scientists are calling for science to reconsider the very notion of evolution. 

Discovery of origins is far outside man’s scope of knowledge and investigation. His attempts 

to discover where the universe came from, or where man himself came from, cannot possibly 

end in anything but futility. He is doomed to go from one unprovable theory to another.  

Yet, the Bible tells us in the first chapter of Genesis that in the beginning God created the 

Heavens and the Earth.  It was not a recreation from bits and pieces floating in the spacious 

void but God made the material worlds by His expressed word.  ‘Let there be light, and there 

was Light.’  This is a critical teaching because it gives us a solid foundation.  We have a 

historical reference to say, God said it and it happened, surely God will keep His promises that 

He has spoken to us about in His word.  It gives hope for the future; it gives us confidence. 

Verse 3 says by faith we understand the worlds were framed.  The Worlds in Greek is the word 

‘Aion’ and it has two meanings and it can also be the sum of the two meanings. 

The first meaning refers to the physical reality of the cosmos, The Heavens, The Earth, The 

Galaxies and the universes, basically the material universe and everything material in it. 

The second meaning is the Ages – the age to age. In other words, the Ages are framed, set in 

order, designed to do what God intended.    

This has amazing personal implication.  It means that you are not an accident, God planed you 

for this age, for this time.  God sustains the Galaxies and life, He arranged everything in order 

in the universe and He arranged everything in the duration of the times on earth, the age of 
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Adam, the age of Noah, the age of Abraham extra.  In the unfolding of human history, God 

has been very specific and precise.  

Modern Science confirms the hand of God in the design of the universe.  For example, The Big 

bang shows us that the earth had a start; the Stretching of the Heavens and the Earth hanging 

on nothing both of which are in the Book of Job - the oldest book of the bible, and yes, science 

has confirmed this and so much more.  The bible tells us who and science is beginning to tell 

us how, for example the laws of Gravity.   

God is self-existent and he created the worlds which depend on Him. The universe screams 

design.  For example, the Fibonacci numbers which are mathematical patterns seen in nature.  

It’s a simple sequence of numbers starting from 0, then 1,1,2,3,5,8,13,21,34 and so on.  Each 

number is the sum of the two numbers that precede it.  The pattern is simple but it appears 

to be a kind of built in numbering system to the cosmos. Design needs a mind, and mind 

precedes matter. Reality is not an illusion.   

We know the Origin of our universe and God’s purpose. We can observe the universe, we 

read the bible, we hear God (because He speaks) and we can experience Him.  This gives us 

the opportunity to have a foundation to believe what God said in Genesis.  Therefore, we can 

trust the same God who spoke this world into existence, we know He will keep his promises 

of creating a new world for us to live in, which waits for us. 

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, a truth the 

world’s most brilliant thinkers have not discovered and cannot discover on their own.  It is 

beyond the realm of scientific investigation, but it is not beyond knowing, if we are willing to 

be taught by the Word of God. The Christian has no reason to be proud of his knowledge. It 

is a gift from God, like every other blessing of faith.  By his own resources, he could  no  more 

discover the truth  about origins than could the most ‘enlightened’ atheist. 

The Christian insists that all truth is God’s truth.  Some of it—the natural world—is 

discoverable with our eyes, ears, touch, and intellect.  A great deal more of it, however, is not.  

It is apprehended only by faith, for which the Christian should make no apology. The very 

attempt to explain the universe, or our own being and nature, apart from God is a fool’s effort. 
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These things we understand only by faith in the revealed Word of Scripture. Faith 

comprehends that which the mind of man, no matter how brilliant, cannot fathom.  

"Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered 

the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him. For to us God 

revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths 

of God” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10). 

As this chapter makes clear, from the time of Adam on, God has honoured faith, not works.  

Works have always been commanded as a by-product of faith, but never as a means of 

salvation.  God does not tolerate any self-imposed ethical system as a means of reaching Him.  

Christianity is the only belief that is based on assurance and reliable historical truth.  The Bible 

says there is no excuse and it teaches us how to be reconciled. 

1 – Recognise our problem with God – Romans. 3:11. We need to acknowledge 

we’ve turned from God and we need him (Colossians 1v21) 

2 – Recognise Jesus is our only Solution (Romans 8:11) – Sin earns wages and its 

death.  Jesus didn’t come to make sick people better but dead people live. 

3 – We need to respond to God’s invitation and agree with him (John 8:24, John 

11:25&26) 

4 – Rely on God to live in and through you (Colossians 2v14)  

It is not good enough that you believe that God is real and that He speaks.  It is not even 

good enough that you believe what He says is true.  You have got to act on it.  You can invite 

Him into your life, have faith and then you can have hope and life that the bible speaks 

about.    

We need to challenge ourselves about the faith we have.  Is it like a solid foundation 

or is it more like keeping your fingers crossed?  Is it living faith or is it limp?  Be honest, because 

when the trials come, if persecution or ridicule starts, they will expose where your heart is.  

We live in a time that is hard, and it will get harder but we have a great assurance in God and 

His promises.  The reward of our faith may not be immediate always, in fact, in may be in the 

future like the Old Testament believers.  Rewards are usually given at the end and it is often 
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the journey that God takes us on to gets us ready for the reward that is important.  Paul said 

in 2 Timothy 4 verses 7 and 8 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, 
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who 
have loved His appearing. 
 

I just want to end with two quotes that I found about faith.   

Matthew Henry wrote –  

“Faith and hope go together; and the same things that are the object of our hope 

are the object of our faith.  It (faith) is a firm persuasion, and expectation that God 

will perform all that He has promised to us in Christ; and this persuasion is so strong 

that it gives the soul… possession of those things.  Believers in the exercise of faith 

are filled with joy unspeakable and full of glory.  Christ dwells in the soul by faith; 

and the soul is filled with the fulness of God.” 

One of the American founding fathers Patrick Henry, wrote in his will –  

“There is one thing more that I would like to leave my family – Christian faith.  With 

that they would be rich did I not leave them one shilling.  Without that they would 

be poor had I given them the whole world:” 

Amen. 

 


