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Ministry	of	the	Word	

	
Sunday	15th	May	2016	

	
by	Vincent	Gannon	

	 	
Scripture:		 Philippians	3:8-12	

Subject:	 Chapter	3	-	Part	6:	Knowing	Him	

	

We	have	observed	in	our	last	study	what	Paul	had	given	up,	or	better	still	what	Paul	counted	

as	loss.		We	examined	the	things	he	reckoned	to	be	excess	weight	in	following	after	Christ.	

Weight	that	would	be	a	distraction,	keeping	him	focused	on	his	achievements	and	himself	

rather	than	Christ.	 	 It	would	be	a	deterrent,	 it	would	curb,	 limited,	even	prevent	him	from	

wanting	to	follow	Jesus.		Religion	can	and	does	have	a	terrible	hold	on	the	mind	and	heart.		

You	don’t	even	have	to	be	a	great	practitioner	of	it.		It’s	really	when	you	try	to	move	towards	

Christ	and	obey	His	word	that	you	realise	what	a	strong	hold	it	can	be.		It	is	not	only	religion	

but	the	power	of	unrepentant	sin	which	has	the	same	force,	like	that	of	a	magnet	to	metal.		

It	takes	a	greater	power	to	break	us	free	and	that	of	course	is	when	we	come	humbly	to	the	

Cross,	acknowledging	our	need	of	Christ	to	forgive	us	and	set	us	free.		When	this	happens	and	

you	know	that	you’re	His,	you	look	back	and	realise	that	it	was	the	goodness	of	God	that	led	

you	to	repentance	(see	Romans	2:4).	

Think	of	a	mother	who	tries	to	influence	her	son	or	daughter	not	to	join	the	military.		They	

will	point	out	all	that	they	will	have	to	give	up.	The	comforts	of	home	life,	their	freedom	and	
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the	 service	of	having	 things	done	 for	 them.	 	They	don’t	want	 them	to	go	down	 that	path	

because	they	believe	it’s	not	the	right	one,	and	they	may	very	well	be	right	or	wrong.		Now	as	

believers,	we	too	have	different	voices	influencing	us,	be	it	for	the	good	or	bad.	

The	most	destructive	voice	that	can	influence	us	is	the	enemy	of	man’s	soul,	who	is	not	caring	

nor	is	he	concerned	for	your	welfare,	either	in	this	life	or	the	next.		For	if	he	were,	why	is	there	

so	much	trouble,	pain	and	suffering	in	the	lives	of	men	and	women?		Why	is	there	so	much	

fear	abroad	and	destruction?	Many	non-Christians	often	blame	God	for	it	all,	they	never	think	

nor	would	they	think	in	such	terms.		There	is	a	great	account	told	to	us	in	the	New	Testament,	

in	Matthew	27:19.		It’s	just	one	verse	that	tells	an	incredible	story.	

“While	 he	was	 sitting	 on	 the	 judgment	 seat,	 his	wife	 sent	 to	 him,	 saying,	 “Have	

nothing	to	do	with	that	just	Man,	for	I	have	suffered	many	things	today	in	a	dream	

because	of	Him.””	

The	man	 Jesus,	without	doubt,	 is	 innocent	of	all	 charges	brought	against	Him.	 	Yet	 in	 this	

account,	even	Pilate	realised	that	the	charges	brought	against	Jesus	was	not	about	crime	but	

about	Christ,	all	about	who	He	is.		It	was	not	just	about	who	He	is	but	about	about	what	He	

said	and	did,	His	ministry	was	under	attack.	Pilate	didn’t	realise	what	would	happen	when	he	

rejected	Jesus.		Pilate	sat	a	troubled	man,	wanting	to	do	the	right	thing	but	both	crowds	were	

screaming.	Both	crowds	you	say?	Yes!	Hell	and	earth	 joined	together	to	seek	the	death	of	

Jesus.		Not	knowing	that	the	sentences	they	handed	down,	would	affect	them	both	in	life	and	

in	eternity.	

In	this	account	a	warning	from	heaven	was	sent	and	it	was	from	the	source,	the	only	source,	

that	Pilate	trusted.		His	wife	done	God’s	bidding	when	she	told	him	to	having	nothing	to	do	

with	the	situation.		Rather	than	making	the	right	decision,	he	tried	to	walk	the	line,	sit	on	the	

fence,	and	be	neutral.	But	as	you	know	it	wasn’t	all	bad	news,	they	didn’t	count	on	the	fact	

that	Jesus	is	the	resurrection	and	the	life,	now	did	they?	

That	voice	of	evil	can	waif	even	into	the	mind	and	heart	of	the	believer	causing	untold	harm,	

hence,	the	need	for	these	epistles	which	are	a	great	source	of	encouragement	to	us	all.	

This	morning	I	want	to	look	at	the	blessings	Paul	shares	with	us	which	are	not	simply	only	his	

portion	as	an	apostle	but	they	are	true	for	every	believer	in	Christ,	from	the	weakest,	to	the	
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strongest,	from	the	oldest	to	the	youngest,	for	everyone	in	Christ.		They	are	the	surpassing	

benefits	of	knowing	Christ.	Paul	presents	us	with	 five	matchless	benefits	 that	were	his	 in	

Christ.	

The	first	benefit	is	knowledge	and	its	tucked	there	in	verse	8	of	Philippians	Chapter	3.		It	seems	

he	comes	to	this	order	of	things	quite	easily,	as	if	it	were	in	the	same	breath.			

“I	count	all	things	loss	in	view	of	the	surpassing	value	of	knowing	Christ	Jesus	my	Lord.”		

Everything	Paul	believed	and	had	was	gone,	the	rubbish	was	cleared	out,	but	the	man	was	

not	 left	 in	a	vacuum	of	emptiness.	No!	he	was	 filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	 the	third	

person	of	the	blessed	Holy	Trinity.	

The	 forceful	 phrase	more	 than	 that	 is	 an	 untranslatable	 string	 of	 five	 Greek	 particles	

(literally	 "but	 indeed	 therefore	 at	 least	 even").	 	 It	 strongly	 emphasizes	 the	 contrast	

between	 the	 religious	credits	 that	do	not	 impress	God	and	the	incalculable	benefits	of	

knowing	Christ.		

Paul	counted	the	religious	credits	in	verses	5	and	6	as	loss;	here	he	expands	that	conviction	

and	declares	all	things	to	be	loss	in	view	of	the	surpassing	value	of	knowing	Christ	Jesus.		

The	 verb	 translated	 "I	 have	 counted"	 in	 verse	 7	 is	 in	 the	 perfect	 tense;	 the	 same	 verb	

translated	here	I	count	is	in	the	present	tense.		This	indicates	that	all	the	meritorious	works	

that	Paul	had	counted	on	to	earn	God's	favour,	and	any	that	he	might	do	in	the	present	or	

future,	are	but	loss.	

Paul	abandoned	his	past	religious	achievements	in	view	of	the	surpassing	value	of	knowing	

Christ	Jesus.		The	Greek	word	here	in	the	original	‘huperchon’	means	‘the	surpassing	value’.	

Which	 refers	 to	 something,	 of	 incomparable	 worth.	 The	word	 knowing	 in	 the	Greek	 is	

‘gnosis’,	from	the	word	‘ginosko’,	which	means	to	know	experimentally	or	experientially	by	

personal	 involvement.	 	The	surpassing	knowledge	of	Christ	 that	Paul	describes	here	 is	 far	

more	than	mere	intellectual	knowledge	of	the	facts	about	Him.	

The	New	Testament	frequently	describes	Christians	as	those	who	know	Christ.		In	John	10:14	

Jesus	said,		

"I	am	the	good	shepherd,	and	I	know	My	own	and	My	own	know	Me.”		
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In	John	17:3	He	defined	eternal	life	as	knowing	Him:		

"This	 is	eternal	 life,	 that	 they	may	know	You,	 the	only	 true	God,	and	Jesus	Christ	
whom	You	have	sent."		

To	the	Corinthians	Paul	wrote,		

"For	God,	who	said,	'Light	shall	shine	out	of	darkness"	is	the	One	who	has	shone	in	
our	hearts	 to	give	 the	Light	of	 the	knowledge	of	 the	glory	of	God	in	the	face	of	
Christ"	(2	Corinthians	4:6).	

While	in	Ephesians	1:17	he	prayed		

"that	the	God	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	Father	of	glory	may	give	to	you	a	spirit	of	
wisdom	and	of	revelation	in	the	knowledge	of	Him”	

	In	his	first	epistle	John	declared,		

“And	we	know	that	the	Son	of	God	has	come,	and	has	given	us	understanding	so	
that	we	may	know	Him	who	is	true;	and	we	are	in	Him	who	is	true,	in	His	Son	Jesus	
Christ.	This	is	the	true	God	and	eternal	life"	(1	John	5:20).		

Salvation	involves	a	personal,	relational	knowledge	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	

To	the	Greeks,	gnosis	could	describe	secret,	cultic,	mystical	communion	with	a	deity.		Those	

who	were	 initiated	 into	 the	mystery	 claimed	 to	 have	 ascended	 beyond	 the	mundane	

knowledge	 possessed	 by	 the	 masses.	 They	 imagined	 that	 they	 alone	 enjoyed	 some	

personal	experience	of	 their	 deity.	 The	Greeks	 often	 sought	 such	an	 elevated	 state	

through	 drunken	 revelry.	 	 In	 the	 second	 century,	 the	 dangerous	 heresy	 of	 Gnosticism	

attempted	 to	 syncretize	 the	 Greek	 concept	 of	 gnosis	 and	 Christian	 truth.	 	 Like	 their	

pagan	 counterparts,	 the	 Gnostics	 claimed	 a	 higher,	 truer	 knowledge	 of	 God	 than	 the	

average	Christian	experienced.			

So	what	exactly	is	Gnosticism?	Could	you	explain	it	to	someone	else?	Let	me	explain	it	to	

you	as	much	as	I	can,	simply	and	quickly.			

Gnosticism	has	its	roots	back	just	after	the	beginning	of	the	Christian	Church	and	there	were	

many	around	 that	were	Gnostics.	 	There	 is	a	possibility	 that	1	 John	was	actually	written	

against	 some	 of	 the	 errors	 that	 Gnosticism	 promoted.	 	 Generally	 speaking,	 Gnosticism	

teaches	that	salvation	is	achieved	through	special	knowledge	(gnosis)	which	dealt	with	the	
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individual’s	 relationship	 to	 the	 ‘the	 transcendent	 Being’.	 	 The	 theology,	 in	 more	 detail,	

behind	 it	 goes	 as	 follows;	 The	 unknowable	 God	 was	 far	 too	 pure	 and	 perfect	 to	 have	

anything	to	do	with	this	evil	material	universe	hence	why	He	created	lesser	emenations	or	

divinities.		One	of	these	emanations,	Wisdom,	desired	to	know	the	unknowable	God.		Out	

of	this	erring	desire	the	Demi-urge,	an	evil	god	who	is	the	subordinate	deity,	was	formed	

and	created	the	universe.		Along	with	archons,	he	kept	the	mortals	in	bondage	in	material	

matter	and	tried	to	prevent	the	pure	spirit	souls	from	ascending	back	to	god	after	the	death	

of	the	physical	bodies.		Just	to	explain,	archons,	in	Gnosticism,	are	any	of	a	number	of	world-

governing	powers	 that	were	created	with	 the	material	world	by	 the	Demiurge	 (Creator).		

According	to	Gnostics,	matter	 is	evil	and	deliverance	was	only	attainable	through	special	

knowledge	 revealed	 by	 special	 Gnostic	 teachers.	 	 They	 considered	 Christ	 as	 the	 divine	

redeemer	who	descended	from	the	spiritual	realm	to	reveal	the	necessary	knowledge	for	

this	redemption.		In	the	2nd	and	3rd	centuries,	Gnostics	generally	originated	with	Christianity,	

regarding	the	material	world	as	outright	evil,	a	product	of	error.		Archons	were	viewed	as	

evil	forces.		They	identified	with	the	seven	planets	of	antiquity	(7)	or	with	the	signs	of	the	

zodiac	(12).		Sometimes	the	Demiurge	and	the	Archons	were	identified	with	God,	the	angels,	

the	law	of	the	Old	Testament	and	hence	received	Hebrew	names.	

In	conclusion,	Gnosticism	is	dualistic	meaning	that	it	teaches	there	is	good	and	evil,	spirit	

(which	 is	 good)	 and	matter	 (which	 is	 evil),	 light	 and	 dark,	 etc.,	 dualism	 in	 the	 universe.		

Gnosticism	is	gained	from	various	writings	such	as	those	of	Hippolytus	and	Origen,	also	from	

some	writings	in	the	18th	Century	such	as	the	Codex	Bruce	and	the	Berlin	Gnostic	Codes	and	

the	most	 recent	was	 discovered	 in	 about	 1945	 in	Upper	 Egypt	 called	 the	Nag	Hammadi	

collection.	 	 The	 purpose	 of	 the	 gnosis	 sent	 from	 the	 realms	 of	 divine	 light	 beyond	 the	

universe	through	the	divine	emanation	(aeon)	Christ	was	to	enable	Gnostic	initiates	to	pass	

through	the	spheres	of	the	Archons	into	the	realms	of	light.		

The	danger	of	this	doctrine	 is	apparent.	 	 It	denies	the	 incarnation	of	God	as	the	Son	and	

therefore	denies	the	true	efficacy	of	the	atonement	for	if	Jesus	is	not	God,	He	couldn’t	have	

atoned	for	all	of	mankind	and	therefore	we	would	still	be	lost	in	our	sins.		

However,	 coming	 back	 to	 the	 Philippian	 letter,	 Paul	 uses	 gnosis	 here	 to	 describe	 the	

transcendent	communion	with	Christ	that	all	true	believers	experience.	
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There	is	also	an	Old	Testament	context	for	gnosis.		The	verb	form	was	used	in	the	Septuagint	

(the	Greek	translation	of	the	Old	Testament)	which	translated	the	Hebrew	word	yada,	which	

is	often	 denoted	 as	 an	 intimate	 knowledge,	 even	 a	 union	 or	 bond	 of	 love.	 (for	 example	

Genesis	4:1,	17,	25;	19:8;	4:16;	Numbers	31:17-18,	35;	Judges	21:11-12;	1	Samuel	1:19).		It	

also	described	God's	intimate	love	bond	with	Israel:		

"You	only	have	I	known	of	all	the	families	of	the	earth"	(Amos	3:2	NKJV).		

Thus,	the	word	can	have	the	connotation	both	of	a	transcendent	knowledge	and	an	intimate	

love	bond.	

Adding	personal	warmth	to	the	rich	theological	concept	of	knowing	Christ	Jesus,	Paul	

describes	Him	as	my	Lord.		

That	threefold	description	encompasses	Christ's	three	offices	of	prophet,	priest,	and	king.	The	

title	Christ,	views	Him	as	the	Messiah,	the	messenger	or	prophet	of	God.	The	title	Jesus,	views	

Him	as	Saviour,	emphasizing	His	role	as	believers'	great	High	Priest.	The	title	Lord,	views	Him	

as	sovereign	King	over	all	creation.	

Salvation	comes	only	through	the	deep	knowledge	of	and	intimate	love	bond	with	Jesus	Christ	

that	God	gives	by	grace	through	faith.	Commenting	on	the	believer's	knowledge	of	Christ,	E	

B.	Meyer	wrote,	

“We	may	know	Him	personally	intimately	face	to	face.	Christ	does	not	live	back	in	the	

centuries,	nor	amid	the	clouds	of	heaven:	He	is	near	us,	with	us,	compassing	our	path	in	

our	lying	down,	and	acquainted	with	all	our	ways.	But	we	cannot	know	Him	in	this	

mortal	life	except	through	the	illumination	and	teaching	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		And	we	must	

surely	know	Christ,	not	as	a	stranger	who	turns	in	to	visit	for	the	night,	or	as	the	exalted	

king	of	men—there	must	be	the	inner	knowledge	as	of	those	whom	He	counts	His	own	

familiar	friends,	whom	He	trusts	with	His	secrets,	who	eat	with	Him	of	His	own	bread.”	

“To	know	Christ	in	the	storm	of	battle;	to	know	Him	in	the	valley	of	shadow;	to	know	

Him	when	the	solar	light	irradiates	our	faces,	or	when	they	are	darkened	with	

disappointment	and	sorrow;	to	know	the	sweetness	of	His	dealing	with	bruised	reeds	and	

smoking	flax;	to	know	the	tenderness	of	His	sympathy	and	the	strength	of	His	right	
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hand—all	this	involves	many	varieties	of	experience	on	our	part,	but	each	of	them	like	

the	facets	of	a	diamond	will	reflect	the	prismatic	beauty	of	His	glory	from	a	new	angle.”	
[Meyer	E.B.(1952)	The	Epistle	to	the	Philippians.	Grand	Rapids.USA.pp:162-63].	

Do	you	know	this	Jesus	in	these	ways?		

For	the	inestimable	privilege	of	knowing	Jesus	Christ,	Paul	gladly	suffered	the	loss	of	all	things	

by	which	he	might	have	sought	to	earn	salvation	apart	from	Christ.	The	apostle	went	so	far	as	

to	count	them	but	rubbish	so	that	he	might	gain	(personally	appropriate)	Christ.	 	All	

efforts	 to	 obtain	 salvation	 through	 human	 achievement	 are	 as	much	 rubbish	as	the	

worst	vice.	 	Skubalon	(rubbish)	 is	a	very	strong	word	that	could	also	be	rendered	"waste,"	

"dung,"	 "manure,"	 or	 even	 "excrement”.	 	 Paul	 expressed	 this	 in	 the	 strongest	 possible	

language	his	utter	disdain	for	all	the	religious	credits	with	which	he	had	sought	to	impress	

man	and	God.	 	 In	 view	of	 the	 surpassing	 value	of	 knowing	Christ,	 they	are	worthless.		

Paul	would	have	heartily	endorsed	Isaiah's	declaration	that		

"all	of	us	have	become	like	one	who	is	unclean,	and	all	our	righteous	deeds	are	

like	a	filthy	garment;	and	all	of	us	wither	like	a	leaf,	and	our	iniquities,	like	the	wind,	

take	us	away"	(Isaiah	64:6).	

The	 phrase	 in	 Him	 expresses	 the	 familiar	 Pauline	 truth	 that	 believers	 are	 in	 Christ,	 a	

concept	 found	 more	 than	 seventy-five	 times	 in	 his	 epistles.	 	 Believers	 are	 inextricably	

intertwined	with	Christ	in	an	intimate	life	and	love	bond.		

"I	have	been	crucified	with	Christ”	wrote	Paul	to	the	Galatians;	"and	it	is	no	longer	I	

who	live,	but	Christ	lives	in	me;	and	the	life	which	I	now	live	in	the	flesh	I	live	by	

faith	in	the	Son	of	God,	who	loved	me	and	gave	Himself	up	for	me"	(Galatians	2:20).	

Many	without	number	are	ready	and	willing	to	sacrifice	everything	for	a	cause,	a	sport,	a	job,	

including	their	lives.		Here	before	us	stands	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	in	our	day	at	this	time.		Are	

you	willing	to	give	your	all,	your	everything	for	Him	and	to	Him?		Will	you	go	silent	when	we	

should	praise	Him?	Will	you	go	dumb	when	the	need	arises	to	speak	for	Him?	Will	you	with-

hold	when	you	know	its	biblical	to	give?	Will	you	withdraw	from	the	front	line	when	we	need	

to	stand	firm	no	matter	what?		Do	you	reckon	worth	the	loss	of	everything	for	the	“excellence	

of	the	knowledge	of	knowing	this	Jesus”?		
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So,	in	conclusion,	how	can	we	attain	this	knowledge	and	why	is	it	so	important?	

We	are	speaking	about	spiritual	knowledge,	not	the	kind	you	attain	in	school,	college	or	other	

usual	seats	of	 learning.	 	No,	 this	 is	a	very	different	 type	of	knowledge	and	to	be	honest,	 I	

believe	most	of	God’s	people	are	very	apathetic	when	it	comes	to	this.		

Firstly,	 this	knowledge	comes	 through	relationship	with	God	and	a	Holy	desire	 to	want	 to	

know	Him	more.		We	can	gain	this	knowledge	by	reading	the	Bible	prayerful	and	thoughtfully.		

It’s	also	very	important	to	practice	what	we	know	to	be	the	truth	from	God’s	word.		But	this	

is	only	part	of	the	process.		We	are	not	an	island	and	there	is	a	real	danger	we	could	become	

unbalanced,	relinquish	challenge	or	hold	to	dangerous	views	or	erroneous	teachings	if	we	are	

left	to	ourselves,	alone.		God	has	given	to	the	church	the	means,	not	just	the	local	church	but	

the	universal	church,	some	tremendous	teachers,	preachers,	scholars	and	writers,	so	that	we	

can	avail	of	these	ministries	via	books,	videos,	tapes,	D.V.Ds,	Youtube,	websites,	so	on	and	so	

forth,	it	has	never	been	so	easy.		Don’t	lose	out	on	the	blessings	and	on	the	big	picture.		There	

is	a	proverb	which	says	‘God	blesses	the	diligent’.			

We	can	learn	to	grow	strong	instead	of	being	growing	babies	continually	on	milk	but	never	

really	going	anywhere	all	our	 lives,	which	was	never	God’s	 intention	 in	the	first	place.	 	He	

wants	us	(and	we	can)	to	mature,	growing	stronger	and	stronger	able	for	meat.		Like	a	mother	

who	introduces	her	child	to	meat,	she	first	explains	that	meat	is	to	be	chewed	not	swallowed.	

She	cuts	it	up	in	small	pieces,	introducing	the	child	to	meat	but	that’s	only	the	start.		The	day	

soon	comes	when	they	are	able	to	feed	themselves	safely	in	large	portions	and	really	enjoy	

it.	 	 If	they	are	still	on	small	portions,	and	still	wanting	mammy	to	feed	them,	then	there	is	

really	a	problem,	maybe	some	deep	seated	issues.		Are	you	using	the	gifts	God	has	given	to	

you?		Are	you	using	them	regularly	and	wisely?		Is	the	food	your	taking	still	for	babies	or	have	

you	 progressed?	 Are	 you	 ensuring	 that	 you	 continually	 progress	 and	 are	 not	 becoming	

comfortable,	complacent?		If	you	are	not	growing	than	you	are	either	backsliding	or	need	help	

which	God	can	give	and	as	a	family,	we	are	here	to	support	you.			

Brothers	and	sisters,	it	is	time	and	there	is	very	little	time	left	to	stop	being	children	in	faith	

and	become	what	God	wants	us	 to	be,	mature	 in	 the	Faith,	Men	of	God,	Women	of	God,	

Soldiers	of	God,	The	Faithful	of	God!		The	world	around	you	needs	so	badly	your	help.		There	

are	enough	of	things	to	entertain	you,	never	even	mind	them	but	God	can	only	satisfy	the	
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longing	of	the	soul.		The	lost	need	God	and	not	another	fool.		There	are	enough	of	clowns	out	

there.		They	want	the	real	deal;	they	need	the	real	deal	not	some	child	or	some	soft	cushion	

to	die	on.		If	you	are	going	to	survive	you	need	good	solid	nourishing	food	to	withstand	in	the	

time	of	spiritual	battle.		Are	you	willing	and	ready	to	serve	your	generation?	With	what?	

Knowledge	will	aid	and	protect	you	in	spiritual	battle.	We	know	from	Ephesians	6	that	we	

must	put	on	the	armour	of	God,	which	is	the	obligation	of	the	saint	to	put	it	on	but	it	must	be	

kept	on	until	we’ve	finished	our	course	because	Satan’s	actions	demand	it!		The	armour	has	

various	parts	and	it’s	complete.		All	the	parts	together	cover	the	whole	saint,	soul	and	body,	

no	part	is	left	exposed	(2	Corinthians	6:7,	Hebrews	12:1).			

Each	piece	has	a	 special	 function	and	as	William	Gurnall	wrote	 in	his	 first	 volume	of	 ‘The	

Christian	in	Complete	Armour’,	there	are	a	series	of	‘graces’	that	are	necessary	parts	of	the	

armour.	 	 These	 are	 Faith,	 Virtue	 (2	 Peter	 1:5)	 which	 are	 the	 outworking	 of	 Faith	 and	

Knowledge	which	like	any	seed	that	needs	sun	for	 it	to	grow,	so	 is	knowledge	sunshine	to	

Faith.		The	other	graces	as	a	side	note	that	he	lists	are	also	temperance	(which	stewards	or	

gauges	us),	patience	(2	Peter	1:6),	Godliness,	brotherly	kindness,	and	charity	and	compassion.		

Each	piece	is	complete	and	perfect.	 	We	must	take	what	God	has	given	to	us	to	grow	and	

mature	in	every	grace	given.		The	more	you	use	them,	the	more	they	shine	(Matthew	5:48).	

We	must	perfect	our	graces	for	three	reasons	-	

1. Because	our	graces	can	sustain	injury	

2. Because	Satan	is	still	perfecting	his	wrath	and	skill	

3. Because	we	fulfil	God’s	purpose	when	we	grow	in	grace.			

The	nature	of	our	graces,	which	includes	knowledge,	makes	diligence	essential	not	just	for	

your	own	protection	but	also	for	the	help	and	comfort	of	other	Christians,	your	brothers	and	

sisters	in	Christ.	

May	God	bless	you	as	you	contemplate	these	things	and	reveal	himself	to	you	as	study	his	

word.		Let	me	encourage	you	that	the	more	you	study,	the	more	you	become	hungry	to	know	

more.		God	will	bless	you	abundantly	for	your	diligence.		

Amen. 
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