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Ministry	of	the	Word	

	
Sunday	23rd	April	2016	

	
by	Vincent	Gannon	

	 	
Scripture:		 Philippians	3:4-11	

Subject:	 Chapter	3,	Part	4	-	What	really	is	my	testimony?	

	

I	have	never	been	to	an	AA	meeting,	however,	I	have	spoken	to	many	that	have	been	there	

and	I’m	told	that	the	level	of	honesty	can	be	astounding!		Of	course,	you	can	fool	others	as	

well	as	yourself,	and	we	do,	but	by	doing	so	we	often	find	that	this	deceit	only	brings	us	back	

to	where	we	don’t	want	to	go	and	to	the	place	that	we	were	hoping	and	trying	to	come	away	

from.		If	we	are	going	to	make	progress	we	need	to	start	with	ourselves.		If	I	can’t	be	honest	

with	‘me’	then	I	have	a	serious	problem	and	nothing	is	going	to	happen	or	change.	Pretending	

does	not	cut	it,	acting	doesn’t	make	it,	lying	won’t	do	it	either.		We	have	to	be	honest.	You	

can	fool	everyone	including	yourself	but	you	cannot	fool	God.	

Do	you	know	that	there	are	those	who	testify	of	having	asked	Jesus	to	save	them	but	have	

never	 truly	 repented?	 	 They	 have	 reformed	 their	 lives	 somewhat	 but	 live	 in	 part	 to	

themselves.	They	don’t	have	a	Biblical	relationship	with	Christ.		They	have	unrepentant	sin	in	

their	lives	and	if	they	were	to	be	called	before	God	they	would	not	go	to	heaven	but	to	hell.		

We	can	and	do	make	a	mess	of	ourselves	but	God	has	provided	the	means	to	get	it	right,	1	

John	1:9.	
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A	sinner	saved	by	grace,	is	that	a	fact	or	fiction?		How	can	we	know	and	how	can	we	be	sure?		

Many	in	the	Lord	grapple	with	this	very	thing.		Assurance	that	comes	from	any	other	source	

then	 from	 the	Word	 of	 God	 is	 to	 be	 treated	 cautiously.	 	 After	 all	millions	 have	 come	 to	

Christian	Crusades	and	Gospel	Meetings	and	in	a	moment	they	prayed	the	‘sinners	prayer’	

and	have	gone	away	thinking	that	their	fit	for	heaven.		Yet,	there	has	been	little	or	no	change	

whatsoever	in	their	lives.		In	fact,	they	are	never	seen	again!		Is	it	their	fault	or	is	it	ours?	For	

this	reason	of	what’s	involved,	Paul	takes	the	time	to	spell	it	out	once	more	to	his	readers	and	

listeners.		Remember	souls	are	at	stake,	eternity	awaits	all,	but	where	will	they	be,	where	will	

you	be?	

Happy	is	the	man	or	woman	who	knows	these	things.		We	can	rejoice	as	we	look	at	what	Paul	

has	to	say,	and	remind	ourselves	from	where	the	Lord,	by	His	grace,	has	taken	us	from	and	

give	glory	to	the	Lord.		Yet,	let	us	not	be	remiss	to	those	who	are	still	in	their	sin.		

This	autobiographical	passage	introduces	the	most	dramatic	and	compelling	salvation	testimony	

in	 the	New	Testament,	 that	of	 the	 apostle	 Paul.	 	 It	 is	 also	 one	 of	 the	most	 significant	

statements	of	the	doctrine	of	salvation	in	Scripture,	revealing	the	internal	work	of	God	

in	a	truly	repentant	and	believing	sinner.		The	apostle	relates	what	was	going	on	in	his	

mind	when	he	met	the	risen	Christ	on	the	Damascus	Road.	Acts	9:1-9	provides	the	historical	

record	of	Paul's	dramatic	conversion:	

“Now	Saul,	still	breathing	threats	and	murder	against	the	disciples	of	the	Lord,	went	to	the	
high	priest,	and	asked	for	letters	from	him	to	the	synagogues	at	Damascus,	so	that	if	he	
found	any	belonging	to	the	Way,	both	men	and	women,	he	might	bring	them	bound	to	
Jerusalem.	As	he	was	traveling,	it	happened	that	he	was	approaching	Damascus,	and	
suddenly	a	light	from	heaven	flashed	around	him;	and	he	fell	to	the	ground	and	heard	
a	voice	saying	to	him,	"Saul,	Saul,	why	are	you	persecuting	Me?"	And	he	said,	"Who	are	
You,	Lord?"	And	He	said,	"I	am	Jesus	whom	you	are	persecuting,	but	get	up	and	enter	
the	city,	and	it	will	be	told	you	what	you	must	do."	The	men	who	traveled	with	him	stood	
speechless,	hearing	the	voice	but	seeing	no	one.	Saul	got	up	from	the	ground,	and	though	
his	eyes	were	open,	he	could	see	nothing;	and	leading	him	by	the	hand,	they	brought	him	
into	Damascus.	And	he	was	three	days	without	sight,	and	neither	ate	nor	drank.”	

Luke's	 account	 of	 that	 amazing	 incident	 does	 not	 reveal	 the	 transformation	 in	 Paul's	

thinking,	however,	in	Philippians	3:4-11,	the	apostle	himself	provides	those	details	of	the	

Spirit's	work	in	his	heart.		Salvation	is	a	sovereign	act	of	God	in	which	He	invades	sinners'	
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darkness	with	the	glorious	light	of	His	truth,	and	redeems	them.		Paul	describes	the	miracle	

from	the	inside,	which	transformed	him	from	the	arch-persecutor	of	Christians	into	one	of	

their	 most	 loved	 leaders.	 	 That	 day	 on	 the	 Damascus	 Road	 the	 living	 Christ	 broke	

through	the	spiritual	blindness	of	the	proud,	self-righteous	Pharisee,	 Saul	of	 Tarsus.	As	 a	

result,	his	trust	in	his	religious	accomplishments	was	shattered,	and	the	root	of	his	self-

confidence	was	forever	uprooted	as	conviction	and	truth	flooded	his	darkened	soul.	

In	this	passage	Paul	speaks	of	salvation	as	a	transaction	or	an	exchange.		He	even	

uses	business	and	accounting	terminology	in	verses	7	and	8,	which	form	the	heart	of	

the	passage	–		

• Kerdos	meaning	gain	describes	what	is	in	the	profit	column	
• zemia	meaning	loss	what	is	in	the	loss	column	
• hegeomai	means	to	count	or	to	reckon	

Paul	spent	his	life	accumulating	what	he	imagined	was	personally	earned	righteousness	

that	would	achieve	salvation.		But	when	he	met	Christ,	the	living	Saviour,	the	apostle	

realized	that	all	those	things	were	actually	in	the	loss	column.	He	exchanged	them	all	for	

the	righteousness	that	comes	from	God	on	the	basis	of	 faith.	 	That	exchange	is	the	

theme	of	this	passage.	

Jesus	described	salvation	as	an	exchange	or	transaction.		In	fact,	an	exchange	of	all	that	

the	sinner	is	for	all	that	Christ	is.		In	Matthew	16:25-26	Jesus	said,		

"For	whoever	wishes	to	save	his	life	will	lose	it;	but	whoever	loses	his	life	for	My	sake	
will	find	it.	For	what	will	it	profit	a	man	if	he	gains	the	whole	world	and	forfeits	his	soul?	
Or	what	will	a	man	give	in	exchange	for	his	soul?"		

In	Matthew	13,	Jesus	told	two	parables	that	illustrate	the	exchange	involved	in	salvation:	

The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	like	a	treasure	hidden	in	the	field,	which	a	man	found	and	
hid	again;	and	from	joy	over	it	he	goes	and	sells	all	that	he	has	and	buys	that	field.	(v.	
44)																																																																																																																																															

Again,	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven	 is	 like	 a	merchant	 seeking	 fine	 pearls,	 and	 upon	
finding	one	pearl	of	great	value,	he	went	and	sold	all	that	he	had	and	bought	it.	(vv.	
45-46)	

	
Both	parables	picture	people	who	have	accumulated	earthly	wealth,	however,	they	find	in	

the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven	 (the	 sphere	 of	 salvation	where	God	 rules)	 a	 treasure	 far	more	
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valuable.		They	then	gladly	sell	all	they	have	to	get	that	treasure.		So	must	sinners	abandon	

everything,	that	is,	it	is	required	for	them	to	abandon	all	their	sin	for	Christ.		Holding	onto	sin	

is	like	holding	onto	a	cannon	ball	as	you	are	going	under	deep	dark	water	and	not	wanting	to	

let	go.	Is	that	foolish	or	what?	Yet	many	believe	that	you	can	make	deals	with	God.	“I	will	give	

up	this	but	not	that”.		I	challenge	you	to	find	that	kind	of	salvation	in	God’s	Word.	

	

The	problem	is	twofold,	is	not	just	about	people	claiming	to	be	righteous	but	it	is	also	about	

people	unwilling	to	turn	from	blatant	sin.		They	are	not	even	willing	to	call	it	such	as	they	try	

to	excuse	it	on	some	pretext	or	other.	

	

Paul	interjects	his	testimony	here	to	reinforce	the	point	he	made	in	verse	3,	that	believers		

"are	 the	 true	circumcision,	who	worship	 in	 the	Spirit	 of	 God	 and	 glory	 in	 Christ	
Jesus	and	put	no	confidence	in	the	flesh."		

	
They	must	not	trust	in	their	self-righteousness	to	earn	salvation.			
	
In	 the	previous	 chapter	of	 this	 volume,	 it	was	noted	 that	 the	Philippians	were	being	

assaulted	 by	 the	 heretical	 group	 known	 as	 the	 Judaizers.	 	 They	were	Jewish	legalistic	

false	teachers	who	taught	that	circumcision	and	obedience	 to	 the	 Law	 of	Moses	 were	

necessary	 for	 salvation.	 	 Paul	 warned	 the	 Philippians	 against	 the	 Judaizers	 in	 no	

uncertain	terms,	bluntly	denouncing	them	as	"dogs”,	"evil	workers"	and	the	"false	circumci-

sion"	or	mutilation	(3:2).	

	

Having	 unmasked	 the	 Judaizers	 in	 verse	 2	 and	 defined	 Christians	 as	 the	 "true	

circumcision"	in	verse	3,	Paul	anticipates	the	Judaizers'	response.	They	would	undoubtedly	

argue	 that	 the	 Philippians,	 being	 Gentiles,	 did	 not	 understand	 the	 rich	 heritage	 of	

Judaism,	except	the	same	could	not	be	said	of	the	apostle	Paul.	His	Jewish	credentials	were	

impeccable,	easily	equaling	or	surpassing	those	of	the	Judaizers.		He	knew	firsthand	all	that	

Judaism	had	to	offer.		Describing	his	life	before	his	conversion,	Paul	wrote,		

"I	 was	 advancing	 in	 Judaism	 beyond	 many	 of	 my	 contemporaries	 among	 my	
countrymen,	being	more	extremely	zealous	for	my	ancestral	traditions"	(Galatians	
1:14).		

	
In	today's	jargon,	he	had	‘been	there	and	done	that’.		He	was	an	‘A’	grade	student	it	seems.	
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If	 anyone	 could	have	achieved	 salvation	by	 self-effort,	 it	would	have	 been	 Paul.	 	 His	

impressive	credentials	enabled	him	to	declare	emphatically		

“I	myself	might	have	confidence	even	in	the	flesh.	If	anyone	else	has	a	mind	to	put	
confidence	in	the	flesh,	I	far	more.”	

Paul	did	not	make	that	seemingly	prideful	statement	to	boost	his	ego,	or	to	claim	spiritual	

superiority	over	others.	He	understood	the	foolishness	of	boasting,	and	did	so	only	for	the	

sake	of	argument.		As	he	did	in	the	situation	in	Corinth	(cross	reference	with	2	Corinthians	

11:16-12:1),	Paul	sets	forth	his	own	credentials	to	counter	his	opponents'	foolish	arguments.	

Paul's	 testimony	may	 be	 divided	 into	 two	 parts,	 based	 on	 the	 accounting	 terminology	 in	

verses	7	and	8.	The	apostle	first	lists	those	things	that	he	once	imagined	to	be	in	the	spiritual	

profit	column,	purchasing	eternal	life	for	him,	but	which	in	reality	were	in	the	loss	column,	

damning	him.		That	column	might	be	titled	‘religious	credits	that	do	not	impress	God’	and	

the	true	spiritual	profit	column	might	be	headed	‘the	surpassing	benefits	of	knowing	Christ’.		

Let	us	look	in	a	bit	more	detail,	the	religious	credits	that	do	not	impress	God.	

RELIGIOUS	CREDITS	THAT	DO	NOT	IMPRESS	GOD	

“circumcised	the	eighth	day,	of	the	nation	of	Israel,	of	the	tribe	of	Benjamin,	a	Hebrew	of	
Hebrews;	as	to	the	Law,	a	Pharisee;	as	to	zeal,	a	persecutor	of	the	church;	as	to	the	

righteousness	which	is	in	the	Law,	found	blameless.”	(3:5-6)	

Paul	lists	seven	items	that	he	once	put	in	his	spiritual	profit	column,	but	now	places	in	his	loss	

column.	When	 he	 understood	 the	 gospel	 of	 Christ,	 the	 apostle	 realized	 that	 all	 of	 these	

credentials,	achievements,	privileges,	and	rights	were	worthless.		Paul	is	not	saying	that	they	

are	of	no	social,	cultural,	educational,	or	historical	value.		Instead,	he	is	saying	that	they	are	

of	no	value	salvation	wise	and	they	could	not	save	him	or	anyone	else.		It	would	be	no	harm	

to	 remember	 these	when	you	next	 speak	 to	 someone	who	 like	Paul	 is	 seeking	 to	make	a	

similar	claim.	

v SALVATION	IS	NOT	BY	RITUAL																																																																																																					
‘circumcised	the	eighth	day’	(3:5a)	

Paul	 begins	 with	 circumcision	 because	 that	 was	 the	 major	 issue	 for	 the	 Judaizers	 (cross	

reference	Acts	15:1	and	Galatians	6:12-13).	 	The	apostle	went	through	the	defining	rite	of	

Judaism	(Genesis	17:10-12	and	Leviticus	12:3)	when	he	was	circumcised	the	eighth	day	after	
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his	birth.		Unlike	some	of	the	Judaizers,	Paul	was	not	a	Gentile	proselyte	to	Judaism.	He	was	a	

Jew	by	birth	and	followed	the	Jewish	rituals	 from	the	beginning.	At	the	proper	time,	he	

had	gone	 through	 the	ceremony	 that	 initiated	him	 into	 the	covenant	people.	He,	like	

most	Jews,	had	long	forgotten	that	circumcision	was	to	depict	in	a	dramatic	way	how	sinful	

and	in	need	of	cleansing	people	are,	and	had	made	that	surgery	a	badge	of	righteousness.	

Yet	Paul	includes	circumcision,	the	most	essential	rite	in	Judaism,	in	his	spiritual	loss	column.		

Salvation	does	not	come	by	any	ritual	or	ceremony	whether	Jewish	circumcision,	the	Roman	

Catholic	mass,	infant	or	adult	baptism,	or	the	Protestant	observance	of	the	Lord's	Supper,	or	

even	 the	Protestant	baptism	of	 children	 that	 says	 that	 such	children	are	brought	 into	 the	

convent	of	God’s	promises	and	protection.	They	don’t	claim	that	the	child	is	saved	but	they	

most	certainly	contend	for	this	rite	as	a	way	towards	salvation.		

It	is	so	important	to	know	the	truth	regarding	salvation	and	what	doesn’t	save	even	more.	

	

v SALVATION	IS	NOT	BY	RACE																																																																																																																											
‘of	the	nation	of	Israel’	(3:5)	

Paul's	declaration	that	he	was	of	the	nation	of	Israel	supports	the	idea	that	some	of	the	

Judaizers	were	Gentile	converts	to	Judaism.		Paul	was	by	birth	a	member	of	God's	chosen	

people,	of	whom	God	declared,		

"You	 only	 have	 I	 chosen	 among	 all	 the	 families	 of	 the	 earth"	 (Amos	 3:2;	 cross	
reference	with	Exodus	19:5-6	and	Psalm	147:19-20).		

He	inherited	all	the	blessings	of	being	part	of	the	covenant	nation.	Writing	to	the	Romans,	the	

apostle	delineated	some	of	those	blessings:	

“Then	what	advantage	has	 the	 Jew?	Or	what	 is	 the	benefit	of	 circumcision?	 	Great	 in	every	
respect.		First	of	all,	that	they	were	entrusted	with	the	oracles	of	God.”	(Romans	3:1-2)	

“For	I	could	wish	that	I	myself	were	accursed,	separated	from	Christ	for	the	sake	of	my	brethren,	
my	kinsmen	according	to	the	flesh,	who	are	Israelites,	to	whom	belongs	the	adoption	as	sons,	
and	the	glory	and	the	covenants	and	 the	giving	of	 the	Law	and	 the	 temple	service	and	 the	
promises,	whose	are	the	fathers,	and	from	whom	is	the	Christ	according	to	the	flesh,	who	is	over	
all,	God	blessed	forever.	Amen.”	(Romans	9:3-5)	



	 	 	
	 	 		Sunday	23rd	April	2016	
	

www.christianfellowshipdublin.org																																																																																																		7	|	P a g e 	
	

Paul	was	a	physical	descendant	of	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob;	a	heritage	that	the	Jewish	

people	relied	on,	along	with	circumcision,	for	salvation.	But	racial	heritage,	like	circumcision,	

is	unable	to	save	anyone;	no	standing	with	God	is	gained	by	birth.	

The	New	Testament	makes	it	clear	that	the	nation	was	apostate	in	the	time	of	Christ.	They	

could	not	see	that	Jesus	was	the	Messiah.	Yet	their	Torah	had	prophesied	concerning	Him.	

Matthew	tells	us	of	Herod’s	reaction	to	the	news	that	a	king	was	to	be	born	there	in	Matthew	

2:1-6.	Interestingly	the	religious	leaders	knew	exactly	where	to	look	Micah	5:2	but	they	never	

even	bothered	to	go	and	see	for	themselves.	

Salvation	is	not	by	race	nevertheless,	many	believe	that	if	you	belong	to	the	nation	of	Israel	

then	you’re	very	special	and	in	fact	some	go	as	far	as	to	say	that	they	are	the	Lord’s!		It	is	true	

that	God	has	a	purpose	for	Israel,	and	yes	it	is	also	true	that	the	Lord	chose	them	to	be	part	

of	His	purpose,	and	plan,	and	will	use	them	in	end	times.		But	let	us	not	be	mistaken,	as	to	

them	being	saved	because	of	their	national	identity	is	far	from	being	Biblical	sound.		What	is	

obvious	to	you	may	not	be	as	obvious	to	others	which	is	why	I	am	stating	this.	

	

v SALVATION	IS	NOT	BY	RANK																																																																																																			
‘of	the	tribe	of	Benjamin’	(3:5c)	

Another	of	Paul's	seemingly	impressive	credentials	was	that	he	was	a	member	of	the	tribe	of	

Benjamin,	one	of	the	most	prominent	tribes	in	Israel.		Benjamin	was	the	younger	of	the	two	

sons	born	to	Jacob's	favorite	wife,	Rachel.		He	was	also	the	last	of	Jacob's	sons	to	be	born	and	

the	only	one	born	in	the	Promised	Land.		

Saul,	Israel's	first	king,	was	a	member	of	the	tribe	of	Benjamin	(1	Samuel	9:21;	1	Samuel	10:21;	

Acts	13:21).	When	the	Promised	Land	was	divided	among	the	twelve	tribes,	 the	holy	city	of	

Jerusalem	was	included	in	Benjamin's	territory	(Judges	1:21).		Once	the	kingdom	split	after	

Solomon's	death,	only	Benjamin	and	Judah	remained	loyal	to	the	Davidic	dynasty.		The	great	

leader	Mordecai,	used	by	God	along	with	Esther	to	save	the	Jews	from	genocide,	was	also	

from	the	tribe	of	Benjamin	(Esther	2:5).	 	Thus,	the	tribe	of	Benjamin	was	one	of	the	most	

noble	in	Israel.	
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By	Paul's	day,	many	Jews	no	longer	knew	what	tribe	they	belonged	to.	Intermarriage	

during	 the	years	of	exile	had	blurred	the	tribal	 lines	but	Paul's	family	had	remained	pure	

Benjamites.		This	again	elevated	him	above	some	of	the	Judaizers,	who	probably	did	not	know	

their	tribal	descent.		Yet,	Paul's	privileged	status	as	a	Benjamite	did	not	impress	God.		Family	

status	has	nothing	to	do	with	salvation.	

Today	some	converted	Jews	and	some	Christians	from	Christian	background	feel	that	because	

of	their	privileged	position	that	they	are	somehow	more	saved	then	the	rest	of	us!		They	may	

know	more	but	no	one	is	saved	more.		There	is	a	smack	of	works	in	that	view	which	is	not	

salvation	the	Bible	way,	now	is	it?		

	

v SALVATION	IS	NOT	BY	TRADITION																																																																																																																
‘a	Hebrew	of	Hebrews’	(3:5d)	

This	point	may	be	similar	to	what	I	have	just	said	but	there	is	a	difference.		This	is	not	about	

something	 inherited	 as	 previously	 stated	 but	 it	 is	 about	 what	 an	 individual	 achieves	 for	

themselves.	What	they	make	themselves	into.		

The	apostle's	claim	to	be	a	Hebrew	of	Hebrews	is	best	understood	as	a	declaration	that	

as	he	grew	to	manhood,	Paul	strictly	maintained	his	family's	traditional	Jewish	heritage.		He	

was	born	 in	Tarsus,	a	city	 in	Asia	Minor,	not	 in	 Israel.	 	Unlike	many	Jews	 in	 the	Diaspora	

(dispersion),	 however,	 Paul	 remained	 firmly	 committed	 to	 the	 language	 (Acts	 21:40),	

orthodox	 traditions,	 and	 customs	of	 his	 ancestors.	 He	 did	 not	 become	 a	 Hellenized	 Jew	

(cross	reference	Acts	6:1	and	Acts	9:29),	one	who	had	been	assimilated	into	the	Greco-

Roman	 culture.	 	 Instead,	 he	 left	 Tarsus	 for	 Jerusalem	 to	 study	 under	 the	 famous	 rabbi	

Gamaliel	 (Acts	22:3	and	Acts	26:4).	 	So	tightly	did	Paul	cling	to	his	Jewish	heritage	that	he	

could	confidently	declare	-	

"So	then,	all	Jews	know	my	manner	of	life	from	my	youth	up,	which	from	the	beginning	
was	spent	among	my	own	nation	and	at	Jerusalem"	(Acts	26:4).		

Paul's	zealous	devotion	to	his	Jewish	heritage	was	widely	known.	Yet	after	he	saw	the	glory	

of	Christ,	it	became	merely	one	more	item	transferred	from	the	gain	to	the	loss	column.		This	

is	not	too	easily	to	let	go	off,	especially	today.	Pride,	after	all,	 is	what	brought	Satan	down	
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from	glory	 to	hell.	 	We	all	admire	people	who	 try	 to	better	 themselves	but	you	can’t	pull	

yourself	up	by	your	boot	straps	to	be	saved.	Again	it’s	either	God	or	it’s	not.		

I	hope	that	as	you	reflex	on	what	has	been	put	before	you	this	morning	will	start	to	highlight	

to	you	the	surpassing	benefits	of	knowing	Christ.	I	pray	this	will	be	of	help	to	you	as	you	make	

your	stand	for	the	Lord.	

 

Amen. 
	

  


