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Ministry	of	the	Word	

	
Sunday	26th	June	2016	

	
by	Vincent	Gannon	

	 	
Scripture:		 Philippians	3:17-21	

Subject:	 Chapter	3,	Part	12	–	At	the	End	of	the	Race:	Citizenship	of	Heaven	

	

As	you	stand	on	the	edge	of	eternity	(as	we	all	do)	and	look	back	over	your	life,	however	long	

or	short,	reflecting	with	Paul’s	words	in	verse	17	of	Philippians	chapter	3,	ask	yourself,	“What	

kind	 of	 example	 have	 I	 been	 to	 others?”	 	 I’m	 afraid	 that	 there	 are	 not	 too	 many	 godly	

examples	for	children,	young	and	even	older	people	to	follow,	even	if	they	wanted	to.		Don’t	

get	me	wrong,	I’m	sure	they	are	there	but	not	to	the	forefront	as	they	once	were.	

It	reminds	me	of	a	Christian	program	I	watched	one	evening	entitled,	“Love	Costs”.		It	was	

about	 the	real	church	that	we	often	hear	about	 in	Columbia	and	such	places.	 	One	of	 the	

stories	was	about	a	pastor	who	moved,	with	his	family,	into	one	of	the	red	zones	which	are	

under	 the	 control	 of	 the	 communist,	 to	 preach	 the	 Gospel	 and	 reach	 the	 ‘who-so-ever’.		

Because	he	had	been	blessed	and	people	were	coming	to	faith	in	Christ,	he	was	singled	out	

and	shot	for	his	faith	and	work.		His	death	affected	his	family	and	community,	his	young	son	

was	so	impressed	with	his	father’s	life	and	death,	he	set	in	his	little	heart	that	he	wanted	to	

be	the	same.		For	the	many	young	people	who	rejected	the	message	that	he	had	preached	

over	the	years,	at	his	funeral	service	they	all	came	forward	at	the	altar	call	to	receive	Christ.		
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This	is	not	an	isolated	case	by	any	means,	and	the	people	we	hear	about	are	those	who	take	

God	seriously	and	without	looking	back,	they	go	forward	in	the	power	of	God.		They	are	the	

saints	of	which	Hebrews	11:36-39	speaks	so	eloquently	and	honourably,	they	are	listed	in	the	

roll	of	men	and	women	of	faith.	

“Still	 others	 had	 trial	 of	 mocking’s	 and	 scourging’s,	 yes,	 and	 of	 chains	 and	
imprisonment.	They	were	stoned,	they	were	sawn	in	two,	were	tempted,	were	slain	
with	the	sword.	They	wandered	about	in	sheepskins	and	goatskins,	being	destitute,	
afflicted,	tormented	of	whom	the	world	was	not	worthy.	They	wandered	in	deserts	
and	mountains,	in	dens	and	caves	of	the	earth.	And	all	these,	having	obtained	a	good	
testimony	through	faith,	did	not	receive	the	promise”	

	

v FOLLOWING	AFTER	EXAMPLES	

The	New	Testament	records	Paul's	failures	as	well	as	his	triumphs.		Outraged	at	his	abusive	

treatment	at	the	hands	of	the	high	priest,	he	cried	out,		

"God	is	going	to	strike	you,	you	whitewashed	wall!	Do	you	sit	to	try	me	according	
to	the	Law,	and	in	violation	of	the	Law	order	me	to	be	struck?"	(Acts	23:3)	

	
An	outburst	for	which	he	promptly	apologised	for	(Acts	23:5).		

Because	of	his	struggle	with	pride,	the	Lord	gave	Paul	a	thorn	in	 the	 flesh	 (2	Corinthians	

12:7).		Three	decades	after	his	conversion,	he	still	thought	of	himself	as	the	foremost	of	

sinners	(1	Timothy	1:	15).		Had	he	been	perfect,	Paul	would	not	have	been	an	example	

that	 believers	 could	 follow.	 	 We	 need	 to	 follow	 someone	 who	 can	 show	 us	 how	 to	

overcome	our	imperfections;	someone	who	can	show	us	how	to	handle	the	struggles	

of	life,	its	disappointments,	and	its	trials;	someone	who	can	show	us	how	to	handle	pride,	

resist	temptation,	and	put	sin	to	death.		Christ	is	the	perfect	standard,	model,	and	pattern	

for	believers	to	emulate.		

	

Now	Christ	never	pursued	perfection;	He	didn’t	have	too.		He	is	always	perfect.		Paul	was	a	

fellow	traveller	on	the	path	towards	the	unattainable	spiritual	perfection,	and	so	a	model	

for	believers	 to	 follow.	 	He	modelled	virtue,	morality,	overcoming	the	flesh,	victory	over	

temptation,	worship,	service	to	God,	patience,	endurance	of	suffering,	handling	possessions,	

and	handling	relationships.	
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Moving	beyond	himself,	Paul	commanded	the	Philippians	also		

‘to	observe	those	who	walk	according	to	the	pattern	you	have	in	us.’	

Paul	is	in	effect	saying,	‘Focus	on	those	whose	walk	or	daily	conduct,	is	according	to	the	

correct	pattern,	the	one	you	have	 in	us.’	 	That	would	 include	Timothy	and	Epaphroditus,	

whom	 the	 Philippians	 knew,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 overseers	 and	 deacons	 at	 Philippi	 (cross	

reference	1:1).		

Paul's	example	was	available	to	the	Philippians	in	print,	as	it	is	to	believers	today.		But	they	

had	 also	 observed	 his	 life	 first	 hand	 during	 his	 stay	 in	 Philippi.	 	 Believers	 have	 always	

needed	examples	of	godly	living	as	patterns.	Those	examples	are	the	pastors	and	elders	

of	the	church,	who	are	to		

"show	themselves	examples	of	those	who	believe"	(1	Timothy	4:12)		

by	modelling	humility	unselfish	service,	willingness	to	suffer,	devotion	to	Christ,	courage,	and	

dedication	to	spiritual	growth.	

Those	 who	 teach	 and	 preach	 the	 Word	 must	 handle	 it	 accurately.	 	 That	 is	 especially	

important	 today,	 when	 the	 correct	 interpretation	 of	 Scripture	 has	 been	 hopelessly	

blurred	and	seemingly	any	view	is	tolerated.		Paul	exhorted	Timothy,		

"Be	diligent	to	present	yourself	approved	to	God	as	a	workman	who	does	not	need	
to	be	ashamed,	accurately	handling	the	word	of	truth"	(2	Timothy	2:15).		

It	is	vital	that	accurate	teaching	of	the	truth	must	be	backed	up	by	a	godly	life.	

	

v FLEEING	FROM	ENEMIES	
“For	many	walk,	of	whom	I	often	told	you,	and	now	tell	you	even	weeping,	that	they	
are	 enemies	 of	 the	 cross	 of	 Christ,	 whose	 end	 is	 destruction,	 whose	 god	 is	 their	
appetite,	 and	 whose	 glory	 is	 in	 their	 shame,	who	 set	 their	minds	 on	 earthly	 things.”	
(Philippians	3:18-19)	
	
The	 apostle	 warned	 that	 in	 pursuing	 the	 spiritual	 prize	 of	 Christ-likeness,	 it	 must	 be	

recognized	that	there	are	many	examples	to	be	avoided.		The	enemies	of	which	Paul	

warned,	did	not	appear	to	have	been	openly	hostile	to	the	Christian	faith.		Like	their	evil	

master	 Satan,	 they	 were	 deceptive,	 disguising	 themselves	 as	 messengers	 of	 Christ,	
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angels	of	light,	and	servants	of	righteousness	(2	Corinthians	11:13-15).		They	became	part	of	

the	 church,	 possibly	 even	 in	 leadership	 roles.	 	 Their	 subtlety	made	 them	exceptionally	

dangerous.		That	same	spirit	of	antinomian	libertinism	lives	on	today.		There	are	those	in	the	

contemporary	churches	who	teach	 that	saving	 faith	does	not	need	 to	result	in	a	life	of	

holiness.		Since	Jesus'	death	paid	for	believers'	sins,	they	argue,	it	does	not	matter	how	they	

live.		Some	even	teach	that	all	who	profess	faith	in	Christ	are	saved—even	if	they	later	become	

atheists.	

Paul	gave	four	marks	of	the	enemies	of	the	cross	in	verse	19.	

1. THE	DOOM	THEY	FACE	-	‘whose	end	is	destruction,’	(Philippians	3:19a)	

Having	rejected	the	one	and	only	truth	of	salvation	(the	cross	of	Christ),	all	false	teachers	face	

the	same	fate.	Their	end	(the	Greek	word	telos	refers	here	to	their	ultimate	destiny)	will	

be	eternal	destruction	(torment,	punishment)	in	hell	(Matthew	25:46;	2	Thessalonians	1:9).		

The	Judaizers	deserved	 this	 fate	 because	 they	 added	 human	 works	 to	 the	 cross	 of	

Christ.	 	 To	 believe	 the	 truth	 about	 Him	 but	 also	 to	 believe	 that	 human	 works	 are	

necessary	for	salvation	 is	to	be	damned	for	ever.	 	The	Gentile	heretics	deserved	their	fate	

because	they	stripped	the	cross	of	Christ	of	its	power	to	transform	lives.	 	The	result	 is	a	

dead	faith,	unable	to	save	(James	2:14-26).	

2. THE	DEITY	THEY	SERVE	-	‘whose	god	is	their	appetite’	(Philippians	3:19b)	

Appetite,	which	refers	anatomically	to	the	abdomen,	particularly	 the	stomach.	 	Here	 it	 is	

used	 metaphorically	 to	 refer	 to	 all	 unrestrained	 sensual,	 fleshly,	 bodily	 desires	 (Cross	

reference	with	1	Corinthians	6:13).		The	false	teachers	were	 condemned	because	 they	

did	 not	 worship	 God	 but	 bowed	 down	 to	 their	 sensual	 impulses.	 	 It	 could	 be	 a	

reference	 to	 the	 Judaizers'	emphasis	on	keeping	 the	 Jewish	dietary	 laws.	 	Or	 if	 the	 false	

teachers	 in	 view	 were	 Gentiles,	 it	 could	 refer	 to	 their	 unrestrained	 pursuit	 of	 sensual	

pleasures.		Jude	described	such	people	as	"ungodly	persons	who	turn	the	grace	of	our	

God	into	licentiousness	and	deny	our	only	Master	and	Lord,	Jesus	Christ"	(Jude	4).	

3. THE	DISGRACE	THEY	BEAR	-	‘Who’s	glory	is	in	their	shame’	(Philippians	3:19c)	

Shockingly,	the	false	teachers	boasted	in	the	very	things	that	brought	them	shame.	This	

is	 the	most	 extreme	 form	 of	 wickedness,	 when	 the	 sinner's	 most	 wretched	 conduct	
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before	God	is	his	highest	point	of	self-exaltation.		The	Judaizers	boasted	in	their	"rubbish"	

(Philippians	3:8),	as	Paul	himself	had	done	before	he	learned	to	count	all	that	"as	loss	for	the	

sake	of	Christ"	 (Philippians	3:7).	 	 The	Gentile	 libertines	also	boasted	of	 their	 supposed	

freedom	to	pursue	sensual	desires.	They	were	most	proud	of	their	worst	perversions	(cross	

reference	I	Corinthians	5:1-2).	

4. THE	DISPOSITION	THEY	DISPLAY	-	‘who	set	their	minds	on	earthly	things.’	(Philippians	
3:19d)	

Their	earthly	focus	offers	evidence	that	the	false	teachers	were	not	saved.		James	asked,		

"Do	you	not	know	that	friendship	with	the	world	is	hostility	toward	God?	Therefore,	
whoever	wishes	to	be	a	friend	of	the	world	makes	himself	an	enemy	of	God"	(James	
4:4).		

"If	anyone	loves	the	world,	the	love	of	the	Father	is	not	in	him"	(1	John	2:15).		

The	Judaizers	focused	on	ceremonies,	festivals,	feasts,	sacrifices,	new	moons;	

"things	which	are	a	mere	shadow	of	what	is	to	come;	but	the	substance	belongs	to	
Christ"	(Colossians	2:17).	

The	libertines	focused	on	the	passing	sensual	pleasures	of	the	world.	

The	enemies	of	the	Cross,	whether	they	add	to	the	gospel	or	take	away	from	it,	are	to	be	
avoided,	never	imitated.	

	

	

	

v FOCUSING	ON	EXPECTATIONS	
“For	our	citizenship	is	in	heaven,	from	which	also	we	eagerly	wait	for	a	Saviour,	 the	
Lord	 Jesus	 Christ;	 who	 will	 transform	 the	 body	 of	 our	 humble	 state	 into	
conformity	with	the	body	of	His	glory,	by	the	exertion	of	the	power	that	He	has	
even	to	subject	all	things	to	Himself.”	(Philippians	3:20-21)	

	

The	 underlying	motivation	 for	 pursuing	 Christ-likeness	 is	 the	 hope	of	 the	 return	of	

Jesus	Christ.	 	 Since	Christ	 is	 in	heaven,	 those	who	 love	Him	must	be	preoccupied	with	

heaven,	longing	for	Christ	to	return	and	take	them	to	be	with	Him	(1	Thessalonians	4:17).	
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Paul	had	little	interest	in	the	comforts	and	pleasures	of	this	world,	as	the	following	passages	

indicate:	See	2	Corinthians	4:8-10,	2	Corinthians	6:4-10,	2	Corinthians	11:23-29.	

This	view	led	him	to	the	conviction	that	made	him	write,		

"I	am	hard-pressed	from	both	directions,	having	the	desire	to	depart	and	be	with	
Christ,	for	that	is	very	much	better"	(Philippians	1:23).	

Believer	should	have	a	consistently	focused	on	heaven	because	our	citizenship	is	in	

heaven.		The	word	(citizenship)	appears	only	here	in	the	New	Testament,	though	Paul	

used	 the	 related	 verb	 in	 Philippians	 1:27.	 	 It	 refers	 to	 the	 place	 where	 one	 has	

official	 status,	 the	 commonwealth	where	one's	name	 is	 recorded	on	 the	 register	

of	 citizens.	 	 Though	believers	 live	 in	 this	world,	 they	are	 citizens	of	heaven.	 	 They	

are	members	of	Christ's	kingdom,	which	is	not	of	this	world	(John	18:36).		Their	names	

are	 recorded	 in	 heaven	 (Luke	 10:20;	 cross	 reference	 with	 Philippians	 4:3;	 Hebrews	

12:23;	 Revelation	 13:8;	 Revelation	 21:27);	 their	 Saviour	 is	 there	 (Acts	 1:1;	 1	

Thessalonians	4:16);	their	fellow	saints	are	there	(Hebrews	12:23);	their	inheritance	is	

there	 (1	 Peter	 1:4);	 their	 reward	 is	 there	 (Matthew	5:12);	 and	 their	 treasure	 is	 there	

(Matthew	6:20).	

While	believers	are	alive	they	obviously	do	not	yet	live	in	heaven,	however	they	live	

in	the	heavenly	realm	(Ephesians	2:6).		They	experience,	to	some	degree,	the	heavenly	life	

here	on	earth.		They	have	the	life	of	God	within	them,	are	under	the	rule	of	heaven's	King,	

and	live	for	heaven's	cause.	

Paul's	reference	to	citizenship	may	have	been	especially	meaningful	to	the	Philippians,	since	

Philippi	was	a	Roman	colony.	The	Philippians	were	Roman	citizens,	though	obviously	 living	

outside	of	Rome,	just	as	believers	are	citizens	of	heaven	living	on	earth.	

It	 is	 from	 heaven	 that	we	 eagerly	wait	 for	 our	 Saviour,	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ.	 	 To	 the	

disciples	who	watched	as	Christ	ascended	into	heaven	the	angels	said,		

"Men	of	Galilee,	why	do	you	stand	looking	into	the	sky?	This	Jesus,	who	has	been	
taken	up	 from	you	 into	 heaven,	will	 come	 in	 just	 the	 same	way	 as	 you	 have	
watched	Him	go	into	heaven"	(Acts	1:11).		
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In	John	14:2-3	Jesus	Himself	promised,		

"In	My	Father's	house	are	many	dwelling	places;	if	it	were	not	so,	I	would	have	told	
you;	for	I	go	to	prepare	a	place	for	you.	If	I	go	and	prepare	a	place	for	you,	I	will	come	
again	and	receive	you	to	Myself,	that	where	I	am,	there	you	may	be	also"		

Because	of	those	promises,	believers	are	to	be		

"awaiting	eagerly	the	Revelation	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ"	(1	Corinthians	1:7),		

and		

"to	wait	for	His	Son	from	heaven,	whom	He	raised	from	the	dead,	that	is	Jesus,	
who	rescues	us	from	the	wrath	to	come"	(I	Thessalonians	1:	10).		

Until	He	returns,	believers	

"groan	 within	 [themselves],	 waiting	 eagerly	 for	 [their]	 adoption	 as	 sons,	 the	
redemption	of	[the]	body"	(Romans	8:23).	

The	hope	of	Christ's	return	provides	believers	with	motivation,	accountability,	and	security.	

In	this	promise	there	is	positive	motivation	to	be	found	faithful	when	He	returns	to	reward	

believers;	 to	be	accountable	 to	God	for	 living	 lives	that	produce	gold,	silver,	and	precious	

stones	 instead	 of	 wood,	 hay,	 and	 straw	 (1	 Corinthians	 3:12).	 	 There	 is	 a	 corresponding	

negative	reality,	as	John	wrote:		

"Watch	yourselves,	that	you	do	not	lose	what	we	have	accomplished,	but	that	you	
may	receive	a	full	reward"	(2	John	8).		

Finally,	the	promise	of	Christ's	return	provides	security,	since	Jesus	promised,		

"This	is	the	will	of	Him	who	sent	Me,	that	of	all	that	He	has	given	Me	I	lose	nothing,	
but	raise	 it	up	on	the	 last	day.	For	this	 is	the	will	of	My	Father,	that	everyone	who	
beholds	the	Son	and	believes	in	Him	will	have	eternal	life,	and	I	Myself	will	raise	him	
up	on	the	last	day"	(John	6:39-40).	

Believers	are	not	to	wait	for	Christ's	return	with	attitudes	of	passive	resignation	or	bored	

disinterest.		Instead,	they	are	to	eagerly	wait	for	a	Saviour,	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	Believers	

are	not	waiting	for	an	event	but	a	Person.		That	expression	(eagerly	wait)	 is	often	used	

to	 speak	 of	 waiting	 for	 Christ's	 second	 coming	 (For	 example,	 Romans	 8:19,23,25;	 1	

Corinthians	 1:7;	 Galatians	 5:5;	 Hebrews	 9:28).	 	 It	 describes	 not	 only	 eagerness,	 but	 also	

patience.	
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As	 noted	 already,	 Christ's	 return	marks	 the	 end	 of	 believers'	 struggling	 pursuit	 of	 the	

elusive	prize	of	holy	perfection,	for	it	is	then	that	He	will	transform	the	body	of	our	humble	

state	 into	 conformity	 with	 the	 body	 of	 His	 glory.	 	 It	 is	 then	 that	 the	 eagerly	 awaited	

redemption	of	the	body	will	take	place	(Romans	8:23).		It	is		

"when	He	appears	that	we	will	be	like	Him,	because	we	will	see	Him	just	as	He	is"	
(1	John	3:2).		

Until	 then,	 the	 new	 creature	 (2	 Corinthians	 5:17)	 is	 incarcerated	 in	 the	 unredeemed	

humanness	("the	body	of	this	death";	Romans	7:24)	from	which	it	longs	to	be	liberated.	

For	believers	who	die	before	Christ's	return,	death	means	the	temporary	separation	of	the	

spirit	from	the	body.		The	body	goes	into	the	grave,	while	the	spirit	goes	immediately	into	

the	 presence	 of	 God	 (Philippians	 1:21,	 23;	 2	 Corinthians	 5:6,	 8).	 	 Heaven	 is	 currently	

occupied	by	"the	spirits	of	the	righteous	made	perfect"	(Hebrews	12:23).		

Christ	will	 totally	 transform	 the	bodies	of	 all	 believers,	 each	group	at	 its	appointed	

time	(cross	reference	1	Corinthians	15:22-23),	to	make	them	fit	for	heaven.		Believers'	

bodies	will	have	a	new	representation;	they	will	be	refashioned	and	redesigned.		Christ	

will	 change	 the	present	body	of	our	humble	state	into	conformity	with	the	body	of	His	

glory.	 	 Like	 Christ's	 resurrection	 body,	 believers'	 resurrected	 bodies	 will	 be	

recognizable.	 	They	will	be	able	to	eat,	 talk,	and	walk,	but	will	not	have	the	physical	

restrictions	of	our	present	bodies.		After	His	resurrection,	Christ	appeared	and	disappeared	

at	will,	even	entering	a	room	whose	doors	were	locked	(John	20:19).		Paul	gives	the	most	

detailed	description	of	believers'	resurrection	bodies	in	1	Corinthians	15:35-49	well	worth	a	

read.	

The	combination	of	a	redeemed	spirit	and	a	glorified	body	will	enable	all	believers	to	perfectly	

manifest	 the	glory	of	God.	 	Sin,	weakness,	sorrow,	disappointment,	pain,	suffering,	doubt,	

fear,	 temptation,	 hate,	 and	 failure	will	 give	way	 to	perfect	 joy	 (Matthew	25:21),	 pleasure	

(Psalms	 16:11),	 knowledge	 (1	 Corinthians	 13:12),	 comfort	 (Luke	 16:25),	 and	 love	 (1	

Corinthians	13:13).	

Salvation	involves	far	more	than	mere	deliverance	from	hell.		God's	ultimate	goal	in	redeeming	

believers	is	to	transform	their	bodies	into	conformity	with	the	body	of	His	glory.		They	will	
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become	conformed;	the	same	word	translated	conformity	in	v	21	to	the	image	of	His	Son"	

(Romans	8:29;	cross	reference	1	John	3:2).		

"Just	as	we	have	borne	the	image	of	the	earthy	we	will	also	bear	the	image	of	the	
heavenly"	(1	Corinthians	15:49).	

Their	transformed	bodies	will	permit	believers	finally	to	be	the	perfect	creation	God	intends	

for	them	to	be	for	the	joy	of	perfect	fellowship	with	Him	forever.		Describing	heaven,	John	

wrote,		

"I	heard	a	loud	voice	from	the	throne,	saying,	'Behold,	the	tabernacle	of	God	is	
among	men,	and	He	will	dwell	among	them,	and	they	shall	be	His	people,	and	
God	 Himself	 will	 be	 among	 them”	 (Revelation	 21:3;	 cross	 reference	 John	 14:1-3;													
1	Thessalonians	4:17).		

Those	bodies	will	also	allow	believers	to	see	God.		In	the	Beatitudes	Jesus	said,		

"Blessed	are	the	pure	in	heart,	for	they	shall	see	God"	(Matthew	5:8),		

while	John	wrote	that	in	heaven		

"there	will	no	longer	be	any	curse;	and	the	throne	of	God	and	of	the	Lamb	will	be	
in	it,	and	His	bond-servants	will	serve	Him;	they	will	see	His	face,	and	His	name	will	
be	on	their	foreheads"	(Revelation.	22:3-4).		

Believers'	 resurrection	bodies	will	also	be	perfectly	 suited	 for	 the	eternal	 service	 they	will	

render	to	God	(cross	reference	Revelation.	7:15).	

Lest	 any	 doubt	 Christ's	 power	 to	 transform	 believers'	 bodies,	 Paul	 notes	 that	 He	 will	

accomplish	 it	by	 the	 exertion	 of	 the	 power	 that	He	 has	 even	 to	 subject	 all	 things	 to	

Himself.		That	word	‘subject’	means	‘to	arrange	in	order	of	rank’	or	‘to	manage’.		Christ	will	

have	 the	power	 to	 rule	 the	millennial	kingdom	(Revelation	12:5,19:15;	also	cross	 reference	

Isaiah	9:6;	Isaiah	32:1;	Zechariah	14:9).		By	His	power	Christ	will	also	transform	the	earth's	

topography	(Zechariah	14:4-8)	and	the	natural	kingdom	(Isaiah	11:6-9).		Paul's	point	is	that	

if	 Christ	 can	 subject	 the	 entire	 universe	 to	 His	 sovereign	 control	 (for	 reference	 1	

Corinthians	15:24-27),	He	has	the	power	to	transform	believers'	bodies	into	His	image.	

As	 they	 run	 the	 spiritual	 race	 (Hebrews	 12:1),	 believers	must	 look	 to	 godly	 examples	 for	

inspiration	and	 instruction.	 	They	must	also	 look	out	 for	those	enemies	of	the	truth	who	

would	lead	them	astray.			
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Finally,	 they	 must	 focus	 on	 the	 glorious	 hope	 that	 is	 theirs	 at	 the	 return	 of	 Christ,	 the	

transformation	of	their	bodies	into	conformity	with	His.		Then,	regenerated	fully	in	soul	and	

body	they	will	be	suited	to	eternal,	holy	glory	and	joy,	where	they	belong.	

	

Amen. 
	

  


