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Ministry	of	the	Word	

	
Sunday	21st	February	2016	

	
by	Vincent	Gannon	

	 	
Scripture:		 Philippians	2:17-30	

Subject:	 Chapter	2,	Part	21	–	From	Mold	to	Model	

	

Still	keeping	with	the	potter	allegory	of	last	week,	we	have	spiritually	

speaking,	come	off	the	potters	table	onto	the	buyer’s	shelf.		A	process	

has	 taken	 place	 and	 so	 stands	 the	 finished	 article	 for	 all	 to	 see.		

Believe	it	or	not,	Paul	is	not	digressing	from	his	theme	as	to	what	the	

Gospel	does	in	a	heart	that	is	truly	born	again.		In	fact	he	guides	us	to	

the	shelf	of	lives	that	are	the	genuine	article;	and	it	is	here	we	want	to	

pause	and	carefully	note	that	these	lives	though	unique,	they	have	a	

lot	to	teach	us.	

Anyone	who	has	spent	much	time	in	the	writings	of	the	noble	servants	of	God	develops	a	

certain	 understanding	 of	 their	 hearts	 and	 minds.	 Usually	 their	 most	 intriguing	 and	

admirable	quality	is	a	willingness	to	make	great	sacrifices.	

The	17th	Century	Puritan	Thomas	Brooks	wisely	observed	that	"example	is	the	most	powerful	

rhetoric"	 (cited	 in	 I.	D.	E.	Thomas	 (1977)	A	Puritan	Golden	Treasury.	Edinburgh.	Banner	of	

Truth.	pp:96).		
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Perhaps	 the	 single	most	 important	 aspect	 of	 spiritual	 leadership	 is	 having	 a	 godly	 life	 to	
emulate.	Not	that	we	go	around	with	a	sign	on	us	stating,	‘Emulate	me’.		Personal	example	
nonetheless	 illustrates	biblical	 principles	 in	 action,	 showing	how	 they	 should	be	 lived	out.	
When	 believers	 carefully	 consider	 God's	 standards	 in	 light	 of	 their	 sins,	 shortcomings,	
weaknesses,	and	failures,	 those	 standards	often	 seem	 impossible	 to	 achieve.	 	 Jesus	 is	
the	believer's	supreme	example	(1	John	2:6).	 	He	was	the	sinless,	perfect	Son	of	God,	and	
what	was	possible	for	Him	can	seem	impossible	for	His	followers,	however,	when	believers	
see	another	Christian	living	out	God's	standards	triumphantly,	they	are	encouraged.	

Philippians	2:17-30	presents	three	men	whose	lives	were	exceptional	patterns	for	godly	living.	
Paul,	Timothy,	and	Epaphroditus	were	together	in	Rome	at	this	time.		Paul	was	a	prisoner	in	
his	 own	 rented	 quarters.	 Though	 chained	 to	 a	 soldier,	 he	 was	 free	 to	 carry	 on	 his	 work	
unhindered	 (Acts	 28:16	 and	 30-31).	 	 Timothy,	 the	 apostle's	 son	 in	 the	 faith	 (1	 Timothy	
1:2),	 had	been	with	 him	 for	 some	 time.	 	 Epaphroditus	 had	been	 sent	 from	 the	Philippian	
church	to	bring	financial	support	for	Paul	and	to	minister	to	his	needs.		These	men	were	knit	
together	 geographically,	 spiritually	 and	 ministerially	 in	 a	 common	 cause.	 Each	 was	
passionately	 devoted	 to	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ,	 not	 consumed	 with	 their	 own	 personal	
interests.		For	the	Lord's	sake,	each	had	risked	their	health,	freedom,	and	even	life.	

Although	 all	 three	 exemplified	 the	 qualities	 Paul	 has	 previously	 stressed,	 each	 also	
reflected	distinct	personal	and	spiritual	characteristics.		Paul	might	therefore	be	described	
as	the	sacrificial	rejoicer,	Timothy	as	the	single-minded	sympathiser,	and	Epaphroditus	as	the	
loving	risk	taker.		This	morning	we	are	going	to	concentrate	on	Paul	as	the	sacrificial	rejoicer.		

	

	

PAUL:		THE	SACRIFICIAL	REJOICER	

‘But	even	if	I	am	being	poured	out	as	a	drink	offering	upon	the	sacrifice	and	service	of	your	
faith,	I	rejoice	and	share	my	joy	with	you	all.	You	too,	I	urge	you	rejoice	in	the	same	way	
and	share	your	joy	with	me.’	(verses	17-18).	

	

Nothing	characterises	Paul's	life	and	ministry	more	than	love—for	

the	Lord,	His	work,	and	His	people.	 	He	also	 loved	 the	unsaved,	

especially	those	among	his	fellow	Jews,	about	whom	he	testified:		

"I	 could	wish	 that	 I	myself	were	 accursed,	 separated	 from	Christ	
for	 the	sake	of	my	brethren,	my	kinsmen	according	 to	 the	 flesh"	
(Romans	9:3).		

Rejoi
ce A

lways 
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Nevertheless,	he	had	a	special	love	for	believers,	as	exemplified	by	his	testimony	to	those	in	

Corinth:		

"For	out	of	much	affliction	and	anguish	of	heart	I	wrote	to	you	with	many	tears;	not	
so	that	you	would	be	made	sorrowful,	but	that	you	might	know	the	love	which	I	have	
especially	for	you"	(2	Corinthians	2:4).	

That	 love	compelled	Paul,	 to	serve	unreservedly	and	sacrificially.	 	He	feared	that	unless	

he	 gave	 his	 maximum	 effort,	 he	 would	 be	 disqualified	 and	 his	 reward	 diminished	 (1	

Corinthians	 9:24-27).	 	 	 He	was	 keenly	 aware	 that	 he	 had	 a	 special	 calling,	 giftedness,	

and	 empowerment	 for	 which	 the	 Lord	 would	 hold	 him	 accountable.	 	 He	 wrote	 of	 that	

accountability	to	the	Corinthians:		

"Let	 a	 man	 regard	 us	 in	 this	 manner,	 as	 servants	 of	 Christ	 and	 stewards	 of	 the	
mysteries	of	God.	In	this	case,	moreover,	it	is	required	of	stewards	that	one	be	found	
trustworthy"	(I	Corinthians	4:1-2).		

Because	of	that	accountability,	Paul	exercised	self-discipline:		

"I	discipline	my	body	and	make	it	my	slave,	so	that,	after	I	have	preached	to	others,	I	
myself	will	not	be	disqualified"	(1	Corinthians	9:27).		

He	was	confident		

"that	 in	 the	day	of	Christ	 [he	would	 have]	 reason	 to	 glory	 because	 [he]	 did	 not	
run	in	vain	nor	toil	in	vain"	(Philippians	2:16).	

One	cannot	help	wonder	why	Paul	had	such	great	confidence	in	his	own	example.		Most	

believers	would	be	 reluctant	 to	offer	 themselves	as	an	example,	believing	 it	would	be	

presumptuous	 and	 prideful	 but	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 empowered	 Paul	 to	 that	 confidence.	

Because	 Paul	 was	 Spirit	 led	 and	 obedient,	 he	 did	 not	 have	 the	 self-conscious	 sense	 of	

inadequacy	 that	 the	majority	 of	 believers	 possess.	 	 Though	 he	 was	 humble	 and	 had	 a	

deep	 sense	 of	 his	 weakness	 (1	 Timothy	 1:15),	 he	 could	 still	 use	 himself	 as	 an	 example	

because	his	motives	were	pure	and	his	 life	holy	with	both	sincerity	and	genuine	humility	

he	therefore	could	admonish	the	Corinthians,	

"Be	imitators	of	me,	just	as	I	also	am	of	Christ"																																																						
(1	Corinthians	11:1;	cross	reference	with	Philippians	4:16).				
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Paul	was	a	human	example	because	he	followed	the	divine	example,	the	Lord	Jesus	
Christ.	As	the	writer	of	Hebrews	admonishes,	Paul	fixed	his		

"eyes	on	Jesus,	the	author	and	Perfecter	of	faith"	(Hebrews	12:2).	

	

Even	 if	 translates	 a	 first-class	 conditional	 clause,	 which	 refers	 to	
something	 that	 is	 known	 to	 be	 true.	 A	 more	 appropriate	 rendering	
therefore	 is	 "because	 I	am	being	 poured	 out	 as	 a	 drink	 offering."	
That	 whole	 phrase	 translates	 the	 single	 Greek	 word	 spendo,	 which	
means	"to	be	poured	out	as	a	 libation"	 (cross	reference	with	2	Timothy	
4:6).	 	Paul's	example	was	evident	 in	the	price	he	was	paying	 in	pouring	
out	his	life	to	God	like	an	Old	Testament	drink	offering.	

Offerings	 accompanied	 the	 celebration	 of	 this	 day.	 No	 sin	 offering	 was	 included	
because	that	was	included	in	the	death	of	Christ,	that	is	where	He	settled	the	sin	question.	
These	offerings	are	a	sweet	savour.		

"For	he	hath	made	him	to	be	sin	for	us,	who	knew	no	sin;	that	we	might	be	made	
the	righteousness	of	God	in	him"	(2	Corinthians	5:21).		

"Because	I	live,	ye	shall	live	also"	(John	14:19).		

This	is	a	glorious	truth	that	we	have	here.	

The	new	crop	of	grain	could	not	be	enjoyed	until	this	offering	was	waved	

before	 Jehovah.	 	 For	 the	believer,	 the	death	and	 resurrection	of	Christ	

brings	us	into	new	relationships	and	blessings.		

"Therefore	 if	any	man	be	 in	Christ,	he	 is	a	new	creature:	old	things	are	

passed	away;	behold,	all	things	are	become	new"	(2	Corinthians	5:17).		

That	doesn't	mean	 that	 just	 a	 few	habits	 change.	 It	means	we	are	taken	out	of	the	old	

Adam,	and	we	are	joined	to	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	Now	we	have	a	new	purpose,	a	new	goal,	

a	new	joy,	and	new	life	—	and	that	would	affect	a	few	old	habits,	would	it	not?	He	makes	all	

things	new.	

Contrary	 to	 what	 some	 interpreters	 suggest,	 Paul	 was	 not	 speaking	 of	 his	 eventual	

martyrdom	here.	 	The	present	tense	clearly	 indicates	that	he	was	speaking	of	his	current	

experience	 as	 a	 prisoner	 in	 Rome.	 	 He	 saw	 his	 life,	 not	 his	 death,	 as	 his	 ultimate	 act	 of	

sacrifice	to	the	Lord.	He	was	a	living	sacrifice,	not	a	dead	one	(Romans	12:1).		
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His	 comments	 else-where	 in	 this	 letter	 indicate	 that	 he	 did	 not	 anticipate	 imminent	

execution,	although	he	clearly	understood	that	that	was	a	possibility.		He	had	already	said:		

"To	remain	on	in	the	flesh	is	more	necessary	for	your	sake.	Convinced	of	this,	I	know	
that	 I	will	 remain	and	 continue	with	 you	all	 for	 your	progress	and	 joy	 in	 the	 faith"	
(Philippians	1:24-25).		

Later	in	the	present	chapter	he	wrote,		

"I	trust	in	the	Lord	that	I	myself	also	will	be	coming	shortly"	(Philippians	2:24).	

Both	 Jews	 and	 Gentiles	 would	 have	 understood	 the	 implied	

imagery	of	a	drink	offering,	or	libation,	a	ritual	that	was	familiar	to	many	

ancient	people	(cf.	Leviticus	23:18,	37;	2	Kings	16:10-16;	Jer.	7:18;	Hosea	9:4).		

After	placing	 the	 sacrificial	 animal	 on	 the	 altar,	 the	 priests	would	 take	

wine	(or	sometimes	water	or	honey)	and	pour	it	either	on	the	burning	

sacrifice	or	on	the	ground	in	front	of	the	altar.	That	act	symbolized	the	rising	of	the	sacrifice	

into	the	nostrils	of	 the	deity	 to	whom	it	was	being	offered.	 	Paul's	drink	offering	was	also	

made	on	behalf	of	his	beloved	brethren	 in	Philippi,	an	offering	made	upon	the	sacrifice	

and	service	of	their	faith.	He	spoke	as	if	their	faithfulness	was	greater	than	his	own,	which	

he	described	as	being	poured	out	on	 their	 greater	sacrifice	and	service.	Here	 the	apostle	

reflects	 the	 sincere	 humility	 that	 marks	 the	 spiritually	 noble	 believer	 and	 that	 was	

supremely	exemplified	by	the	Lord	Himself	in	His	incarnation	(Philippians	2:1-8).	

	

Thusia	(sacrifice)	was	used	of	actual	sacrifices	(Matthew	9:13;	Acts	7:41;	1	Corinthians	10:18;	

Hebrews	5:1).	 	 It	was	also	used	figuratively,	as	 it	 is	here	(cf.	Philippians	4:18;	Romans	12:1;	

Heb.	13:15;	1	Peter	2:5).		Service	translates	leitourgia,	which	was	most	commonly	used	of	

religious	 service	 and	 is	 the	 term	 from	 which	 the	 English	 word	 liturgy	 derives.	 In	 2	

Corinthians,	Paul	used	it	of	financial	offerings	given	for		

"supplying	the	needs	of	the	saints"	(2	Corinthians	9:12).		

Like	Peter,	Paul	saw	all	believers	as	being	priests	of	Jesus	Christ,		

"living	stones,	 [who]	are	being	built	up	as	a	 spiritual	house	 for	a	
holy	 priesthood,	 to	 offer	 up	 spiritual	 sacrifices	 acceptable	 to	
God	through	Jesus	Christ"	(1	Peter	2:5).	
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The	 Philippians	 were	 partners	 with	 Paul	 in	 sacrificial	 service	 to	 God	
(Philippians	 1:25-30;	 Philippians	 4:10-19),	 especially	 through	 the	
ministry	 of	 Epaphroditus	 (Philippians	 2:25-30).	 They	 were	 suffering	
severely	for	their	faith	in	an	extremely	hostile	pagan	environment.		The	
more	 the	 church	 grew,	 the	 more	 it	 was	 resented	 and	 persecuted.		
Therefore	the	apostle	admonished	them,		

“Be	 in	 no	 way	 alarmed	 by	 your	 opponents—which	 is	 a	 sign	 of	 destruction	 for	
them,	but	of	salvation	for	you,	and	that	too,	from	God"	(Philippians	1:28).		

He	went	on	to	explain,		

"To	you	it	has	been	granted	for	Christ's	sake,	not	only	to	believe	in	Him,	but	also	to	
suffer	for	His	sake"	(v.	29).		

Their	persecution	also	reflected	his	own;	they	were		

“Experiencing	 the	 same	 conflict	which	 [they]	 saw	 in	 [him],	 and	 [heard]	 to	 be	 in	
[him]"	(v,	30).		

Theirs	was	a	common	offering;	Paul	poured	his	drink	offering	onto	the	burning	sacrifice	
of	the	Philippian	church.	

Therefore,	 he	 wrote,	 ‘I	 rejoice	 and	 share	 my	 joy	 with	 you	 all’.	 The	 apostle	 has	 already	
mentioned	several	 reasons	 for	his	 joy.	 	He	 rejoiced	because	of	his	 love	 for	 them	and	their	
love	for	him	(Philippians	4:1,10).		Simply	remembering	his	beloved	brethren	at	Philippi	was	
cause	 for	 rejoicing	 (Philippians	 1:3-4).	 	 Even	his	 seemingly	unfortunate	 circumstances	 in	
Rome	had		

"turned	out	for	the	greater	progress	of	the	gospel,	so	that	[his]	imprisonment	in	the	
cause	 of	 Christ	 [had]	 become	 well	 known	 throughout	 the	 whole	 praetorian	
guard	and	to	everyone	else"	(vv.	12-13).		

The	way	in	which	he	graciously	accepted	that,	imprisonment,	encouraged	the	believers	in	
Rome,	Philippi,	and	elsewhere	to		

"have	far	more	courage	to	speak	the	word	of	God	without	fear"	(v.	14).		

Even	when	 the	gospel	was	preached	with	pretence	and	out	of	 selfish	ambition	and	envy,	
Paul	rejoiced	(vv.	17-18).	

Even	 apart	 from	 such	 blessings,	 sacrificial	 service	 to	 the	 Lord	 is	 in	 itself	 a	 privilege	 and	 a	
cause	 for	 rejoicing.	 	 Believers	 are	 to	 rejoice	 not	 in	 spite	 of	 their	 suffering	 for	 Christ	 but	
because	of	it	(cross	reference	with	Acts	5:41),	knowing	that		

"all	who	desire	to	live	godly	in	Christ	Jesus	will	be	persecuted"	(2	Timothy	3:12).		
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Believers'	greatest	 joy	comes	at	the	point	of	greatest	sacrifice,	because	serving	God	is	

the	supreme	purpose	of	their	existence.		

The	apostle	wrote	earlier	in	Philippians:	

"[It	 is]	 my	 earnest	 expectation	 and	 hope,	 that	 I	 will	 not	 be	 put	 to	 shame	 in	
anything,	but	that	with	all	boldness,	Christ	will	even	now,	as	always,	be	exalted	in	
my	body,	whether	by	life	or	by	death.	For	to	me,	to	live	 is	Christ	and	to	die	 is	gain"	
(1:20-21).		

A	few	years	earlier	he	wrote,		

"Not	one	of	us	lives	for	himself,	and	not	one	dies	for	himself;	for	if	we	live,	we	live	for	
the	Lord,	or	if	we	die,	we	die	for	the	Lord;	therefore	whether	we	live	or	die,	we	are	the	
Lord's”	(Romans	14:7-8).	

Unfortunately,	many	 believers	 experience	 joy	 in	much	of	 the	 same	way	 as	 the	world	

does.	 	When	circumstances	are	 favourable,	 they	are	happy;	but	when	circumstances	

are	 unfavourable,	 they	 are	 sad	 and	 sometimes	 resentful.	 	 The	 only	 things	 that	 bring	

them	joy	are	those	that	promote	their	own	interests	and	welfare.		But	when	believers	seek	

to	do	the	Father's	will	and	please	Him,	they	view	sacrifice	for	Him	with	joy.		The	reason	many	

believers	 know	 little	 about	 Paul's	 kind	 of	 joy	 is	 that	 they	 know	 little	 about	 his	 kind	 of	

sacrifice.	

It	 is	difficult	for	self-centred,	worldly	believers	to	understand	how	missionaries	can	live	

for	 years	 under	 primitive,	 demanding,	 and	 often	 dangerous	 conditions	 yet	 still	 maintain	

their	joy.			Through	it	all	they	rejoice,	because,	like	Paul	and	the	Philippians,	they	offer	their	

lives	as	a	continual	sacrifice	to	God.		They	have	learned	that	the	greater	the	sacrifice,	the	

greater	the	joy.		They	have	the	same	attitude	as	Peter	and	the	other	apostles	who,	after	

being	flogged	and	ordered		

"not	 to	 speak	 in	 the	 name	 of	 Jesus,	 went	 on	 their	 way	 from	 the	 presence	 of	 the	
Council,	 rejoicing	 that	 they	 had	 been	 considered	 worthy	 to	 suffer	 shame	 for	 His	
name"	(Acts	5:40-41).	

Selfless	 service	 for	 Christ	 is	 a	 sacrifice	 only	 in	 the	 sense	 of	 being	 an	

offering	 to	 God.	 	 It	 is	 never	 a	 sacrifice	 in	 the	 sense	 of	 being	 a	 loss.	 	 A	

believer	can	sacrifice	nothing	for	the	Lord	that	is	not	replaced	with	
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something	infinitely	more	valuable	and	gratifying	(cross	reference	with	2	Corinthians	4:17).		

It	is	always	an	exchange	of	the	lesser	for	the	greater,	leading	Paul	to	write,		

"I	 count	 all	 things	 to	 be	 loss	 in	 view	 of	 the	 surpassing	 value	 of	 knowing	 Christ	
Jesus	my	Lord,	 for	whom	 I	have	suffered	 the	 loss	of	all	 things,	and	count	 them	but	
rubbish	so	that	I	may	gain	Christ"	(Philippians	3:8).		

What	 he	 forsook	 was	 mere	 ‘rubbish’	 what	 he	 gained	 was	 Christ	 and	 the	 immeasurable	

blessings	 of	 salvation	 and	 eternal	 life	 (vv.	 9-11).	 This	 reality	 of	 justification	 extends	 into	

sanctification.	

Paul	 not	 only	 is	 a	 model	 for	 selfless,	 sacrificial	 service	 but	 also	 for	 the	 joy	 that	 service	

produces.	As	he	wrote	to	the	Corinthians:		

"I	 am	 filled	 with	 comfort;	 I	 am	 overflowing	 with	 joy	 in	 all	 our	 affliction”																													
(2	Corinthians	7:4;	cross	reference	with	Ephesians	3:13)		

and	to	the	Colossians:		

"Now	I	rejoice	in	my	sufferings	for	your	sake,	and	in	my	flesh	I	do	my	share	on	behalf	
of	 His	 body,	which	 is	 the	 church,	 in	 filling	 up	what	 is	 lacking	 in	 Christ's	 afflictions"	
(Colossians	1:24).		

He	assured	the	Thessalonians	that		

"for	this	reason,	brethren,	in	all	our	distress	and	affliction	we	were	comforted	about	
you	through	your	faith;	for	now	we	really	live,	if	you	stand	firm	in	the	Lord.	For	what	
thanks	 can	 we	 render	 to	 God	 for	 you	 in	 return	 for	 all	 the	 joy	 with	 which	 we	
rejoice	before	our	God	on	your	account"	(1	Thessalonians	3:7-9).		

In	the	same	way	James	admonished:		

"Consider	 it	all	 joy,	my	brethren,	when	you	encounter	various	 trials,	 knowing	 that	
the	 testing	of	 your	 faith	produces	 endurance.	And	 let	endurance	have	 its	perfect	
result,	so	that	you	may	be	perfect	and	complete,	lacking	in	nothing"	(James	1:2-4).		

Likewise,	Peter	counselled	his	readers,		

"To	the	degree	that	you	share	the	sufferings	of	Christ,	keep	on	rejoicing,	
so	that	also	at	the	revelation	of	His	glory	you	may	rejoice	with	exultation"	
(1	Peter	4:13).	

Thus	it	was	with	integrity	and	sincerity	that	Paul	could	say,	I	rejoice	and	
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share	my	joy	with	you	all.	Sunchairo	(share	...	joy)	is	a	compound	 (and	thus	 intensified)	

form	of	the	preceding	verb	(chairo,	rejoice)	and	describes	a	deep	mutuality	of	purpose	

and	feeling.	It	was	used	by	Luke	to	describe	the	neighbours	and	relatives	of	Elizabeth	who	

"were	rejoicing	with	her"	over	the	birth	of	John	the	Baptist	(Luke	1:58).	It	was	used	by	Jesus	

of	the	man	who	rejoiced	over	finding	his	lost	sheep	(Luke	15:6)	and	of	the	woman	who,	in	

the	 same	way,	 rejoiced	over	 finding	her	 lost	coin	(15:9;	cross	reference	with	1	Corinthians	

12:26;	13:6).	 	 Paul	 and	 the	Philippians	 had	 sacrificed	 and	 served	 together,	 therefore,	

they	 were	 able	 to	 rejoice	 together.	Using	 the	 same	word	 (sunchairo)	 that	 he	had	 just	

used	of	himself,	he	now	admonishes	them,	You	too,	I	urge	you,	rejoice	in	the	same	way	and	

share	your	joy	with	me.	

	

 

	

Amen.  
	

  


