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Scripture:  Hebrews 3:1-6 

Subject: Part 7 – Jesus; Great than Moses 

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High 

Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, 

as Moses also was faithful in all His house. 3 For this One has been counted worthy of more 

glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honour than the 

house. 4 For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God. 5 And Moses 

indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which 

would be spoken afterward, 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we 

are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. 

Chapter 3’s opening verses brings the attention of the believer to compare Jesus and Moses’ 

in relation to their faithfulness, their office and position before God.  Why was it necessary to 

prove that Jesus is better than Moses? Surly this fact was dealt with in the previous 2 chapters, 

but no it wasn’t.  You see according to Jewish thinking, Moses was always separated from the 

prophets, never mind the angels.  

In verse 1 –  We are directed to keep what we have already learnt in mind, and in light of this 

to continue in a progression of understanding the greatness of Jesus, the Son of God, and our 

Lord and Saviour whom we can call brother.  The Holy Spirit was speaking directly to Christian 

Jews who were looking at Jesus with one eye but glancing back to Judaism with the other.   
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The writer is saying - consider Jesus. The term “consider” implies attention and continuous 

observation, requiring the reader or hearer to contemplate what is being said.  This point the 

writer is stressing, is not to be skimmed over. This is for serious thought.  There are no less 

than eleven Greek words in the New Testament all rendered ‘consider’, four of them being 

simple ones and seven compounds.  The one employed by the Holy Spirit in Hebrews 3:1 

signifies to thoroughly think of the matter, so as to arrive at a fuller knowledge of it.  It is 

highlighting that we need to put our minds on Jesus and let it remain there, that we may 

understand who He is and ultimately what He wills.  Have you personally noticed, how easy 

it is to become distracted and other wise minded when it comes to the Lord?  How everyone 

and everything jumps the queue for your attention?  And how priorities change when it comes 

to beliefs and practice?  We believe one thing but practice another!  Our spiritual home may 

not be “top” on our list if something or someone turns up instead.  Yes, we may know a lot 

about Jesus but not so much about His will as revealed to us in Scripture.  You see, it’s when 

we stop considering, stop contemplating on the Lord, and His greatness, that He is our only 

possible Substitute, the Author of our Salvation, our Sanctifier, our Conqueror, and our 

Sympathizer that we run into trouble, we can begin to drift, our hearts can become cold and 

our minds can become disinterested in the things of God, we can even turn back to our old 

ways, and our old traditions.  

There are many ways to consider the Lord Jesus Christ, but here in verse 1 we are directed to 

specially consider Him as Apostle and as High Priest.  

In the Greek, the word is APOSTOLOS, literality meaning ‘one sent forth’ – apo is the Greek, 

word meaning, from, and stello is the Greek word meaning - to send.  In the secondary sense 

the word in the Greek  with a small a - “apostole” means - a sending, being sent on a mission, 

signifies an apostleship.  Keeping this meaning in mind, this verse is not describing Jesus like 

one of his twelve disciples chosen by the Lord for special training and special missions (Luke 

6:13 and Luke 9:10).  It is used here to describe Jesus’ earthly office and position before God, 

John 17:3- 

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom You have sent.” 

‘Whom you have sent’ – this is Apostolos.  
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Why was Jesus called Apostle in this verse although never referred to it in his earthly ministry 

anywhere else in Scripture?  The reason for that is, he was sent by God to the earth to made 

known the will of His Father to His people.   

John 8:26 –  
“I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; 
and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him.” 
 

Jesus was sent by the Father, and he in turn appointed and sent the 12 disciples -John 20:21 

“So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send 
you.” 

Christ is more than an apostle, He is ‘the Apostle’, that is why none other, not even Paul, are 

mentioned in this Epistle.  He eclipses all others.  His apostolic jurisdiction was more extensive 

than others; Peter was an apostle of the circumcised.  Paul of the Gentiles; but Christ 

preached to them both as we see in Ephesians 2:17 – 

“And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who 
were near.” 
 

The Message, was the Messenger – Jesus, for he is ‘The Truth, The Way and The Life’.  The 

miracles He wrought, the signs of an apostle, 2 Corinthians 12:12, were mightier and more 

numerous than those of others.  Christ is ‘the Apostle’ for in all things He has the pre-

eminence.  God the Father said ‘Hear ye Him’ Matthew 17:5. 

What are the characteristics of an apostle or an ambassador? First, he has the rights and the 

power and the authority of the ruler who sends him. Jesus came in the power of God, with all 

of God’s grace, all of God’s love, all of God’s mercy, all of God’s justice, and all of God’s power. 

Second, an ambassador speaks completely on behalf of the one who sent him. Jesus said, 

 "I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given 

Me commandment, what to say, and what to speak” (John 12:49; and John 8:28, 38).  

Jesus was the perfect Ambassador, the perfect Apostle sent from God. 

The second office and position in which we are bidden here to consider, is Christ Jesus as the 

‘High Priest of our confession’.  As the priesthood of Christ will come before us in more detail 

later on in this book, only a few remarks are necessary for now.  As we have already seen, the 

Lord Jesus is a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God – Hebrews 2:17.  
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This at once gives us the principal feature which differentiates His priestly from His apostolic 

office.  As the Apostle, Christ is God’s representative to His People; but as Priest, He is their 

representative before God.  As the Apostle, He speaks to us from God, as our High Priest, He 

speaks for us to God.  The two offices are conjoined in John 13:3 –  

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had 
come from God and was going to God. 

 
‘Of our Confession’ – The word in Greek here for confession is a compound word signifying a 

constant.  In the New Testament, it is used for a proclamation for example, 1 Timothy 6:12- 

 
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called 
and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” 

 
Here we asked by the Holy Spirit to contemplate Jesus who is - The Apostle and High Priest, 

of the Faith that we profess.  Suffice to say, that He is the supreme Priest, the supreme 

Mediator, between God and man.  He not only is the Sent-One from God with all God’s power, 

speaking with God’s voice but he also brings God to man and man to God. 

Now let’s look at the next verses in which the comparison begins. 

He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house.  For He has 

been counted worthy  of more glory  than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the 

house has more honour than the house. For every house is built by someone, but the 

builder of all things is God. (3:2-4)  

Moses had, and still does have, a special place in the Jewish heart and mind.  The history of 

Moses is remarkable from beginning to end.  The hand of Providence preserved him as a babe, 

and in Deuteronomy 34:6 tells us –  

He, [that is the Lord] buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; 
but no one knows his grave to this day. 
 

The honours conferred upon him by God were much greater than any bestowed upon any 

other man, before or since.  During the most memorable portion of the Jewish Peoples’ 

history, all of God’s dealing with Israel were transacted through him.  His position of nearness 

to Jehovah was remarkable, awesome, unique.  He was in his own person - prophet and 

leader.  Through him the whole of the Levitical economy was instituted and God gave him the 
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plans  by which he ensured that the Tabernacle was built.  So we can well understand the high 

esteem in which the Jews held this favoured man of God. 

As great as Moses was, the Holy Spirit in this third section of Hebrews calls us to consider the 

One who far excelled him.   

Christ is immeasurable superior of Moses in His own person.  Moses was a man of God, Christ 

is God Himself.  Moses was the fallen descendant of Adam, conceived in sin and shaped in 

iniquity; Christ is sinless, impeccable, Holy.   

Christ is immeasurably superior to Moses in His Offices.  Moses was a prophet, through whom 

God spoke; Christ is ‘The Truth’, revealing perfectly the whole mind, will, and heart of God.  

No other prophet, had ever been compared with the divine until now in the book of Hebrews.  

We can only imagine the complexity it presented even to the converted mind.  The 

importance of what follows cannot be over-estimated.  Jesus claimed that He is God, and for 

this to be proven true, then He must stand alone from everyone and everything else as well 

as fulfilling all prophecy considering Him.  If we try to incorporate anyone or anything else we 

have desecrated the first commandment.  We would have taken glory from God and 

attributed it or shared it with whatever.  That is blasphemy towards God, every religious 

system that has various mediators and intercessors other than Jesus, have broken the first 

commandment for Scripture declares –  

“There is only one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ 

Jesus” 1 Timothy 2:5 

As the writer G. Crabb once put it -  

“To mediate and intercede are both conciliatory acts; the intercessor and 

mediator are equals or even inferiors; one intercedes or interposes for the 

removal of evil; one mediates for the attainment of good. Christ is our 

Intercessor, to avert from us the consequences of our guilt; He is our 

Mediator, to obtain for us the blessings of grace and salvation. An intercessor 

only pleads; a mediator guarantees; he takes upon himself a responsibility. 

Christ is our Intercessor by virtue of His relationship with the Father; He is our 
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Mediator by virtue of His atonement, by which act He takes upon Himself the 

sins of all who are truly penitent.” 

While Moses did intercede and mediated on behalf of Israel before God, yet he had to do this 

ongoingly for the out-comes were not complete and he could only do this as long as he was 

alive.  Yet Jesus, sits at the right hand of the Father continually interceding for us and is our 

once and for all mediator between us and God.   

The Devil will always try to play down the importance of this truth, that Jesus is the One who 

saves and the One who keeps.  Jesus is not just another prophet, teacher or leader in a long 

line of others, if you think this then you would be missing the mark entirely and implying that 

the Scriptures’ err and the Saviour is not who He claims to be.  This kind of thinking leads 

down dangerous paths and makes grace of no effect.  It supposes that by keeping all of the 

law and some self-effort, you might get saved.  Sadly that’s how it is for many today, God is 

devoid of the power to save and to keep.  What a shock awaits those who think like this! 

When we consider Moses we need to take into account that his days were the glorious days 

of the Theocracy which lasted from Moses right up to the election of Saul as King in the Old 

Testament.  Moses had the most unique relationship with the Lord, greater than even 

Abraham, which makes him stand alone and out from everyone else.  For someone to even 

suggest that there was someone greater would be unthinkable.  The position that Moses held 

was sacred and untouchable.  So for the writer of Hebrews to even begin the comparison was 

certainly unheard of and unthinkable.  Of course we don’t see it that way because we are not 

Jews, but, if we consider it with the claims of the Gospel over our former religious beliefs we 

get the idea. 

Moses was the only chosen leader to carry out and uphold the Theocracy of God in a way no 

other did.  The choice that is presented before us in this epistle is not Jesus and Moses, but 

Jesus only and that’s the same today.  Are we willing to give our all to Him and for Him?  That 

was the challenge, the convert’s faith would be challenged, their lives would be on the line, it 

was all or nothing no middle ground and this goes for us today! 
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Other ways Jesus is greater than Moses in office, is that while Moses executed priestly 

functions [Exodus 24:6, Exodus 32:11]; Christ is the ‘great High Priest’. Moses was ‘King in 

Jeshurun’[Deuteronomy 33:5] but Christ is ‘King of Kings’. 

Christ is immeasurably superior to Moses in His work.  Moses delivered Israel from Egypt, 

Christ delivers His people from the everlasting burnings.  Moses built an earthly tabernacle, 

Christ is now preparing a place for us on High.  Moses led Israel across the wilderness but not 

into Canaan itself.  Christ will actually bring many sons unto glory, our promised home.  

In verse 2 of Hebrews chapter 3 it compares the faithfulness of Jesus and Moses  –  

‘who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His 

house.’ 

Moses was faithful. The Old Testament confirms that testimony.  

"My servant Moses, is faithful in all My household; with him I speak mouth to 

mouth” (Numbers 12:7-8).  

It took forty years for God to make Moses usable; then, for forty more years, God used him. 

He was faithful to God and carried out God’s plan. He came out of Egypt into the wilderness. 

God refined him.  God’s servant faithfully took the children of Israel out of Egypt.  When he 

got to the Red Sea, he believed God’s promise of deliverance and faithfully led his people 

through the parted waters. He was faithful in the wilderness.  Despite the grumblings of the 

Israelites and their moments of rebellion against him and God, notwithstanding their 

complaints and anger towards him, Moses was faithful to them.  He led them, he cared for 

them, he interceded for them and fought for them, even before the Lord when God was going 

to wipe them out, He pleaded for them.  Moses not just brought them to the edge of the 

promised land, he ensured that they had the right leadership going forward and that they 

were taken care of.  So we can see that Moses was indeed faithful to the household of Israel 

just as it implies in verse 2 of our text this morning.  

House is from the Greek  “oikos”, meaning "household,” and refers to people, not a building 

or dwelling.  Old Testament believers which included, Israelites in particular, but also 

proselytes, were God’s household. Moses was a trustworthy steward in that household. 
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A steward does not own the house, he simply manages it for the owner. God owned the house 

of Israel; Moses was simply its manager for a time. He was in charge of dispensing to the 

people of Israel the truths, commandments, requirements, and promises God  had  

committed  to  his trust.  In this he proved trustworthy.  

Just as Moses was faithful to the One who appointed him, so was Jesus, only much more so. 

Jesus was completely faithful to the Father. 

 "He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory 

of the one who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him” (John 

7:18). 

From childhood He had always been about His Father’s business.  

"And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the 

things that are pleasing to Him.” John 8:29 

I glorified Thee on the earth, having accomplished the work which Thou hast given 

Me to do. And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with the glory 

which I had with Thee before the world was” John 17:4&5  

Jesus always did the Father’s will. He was faithful. Faithful is such a wonderful word. The chief 

qualification for an apostle, as with a disciple, is faithfulness.  

"If I do not do the works of My Father,” Jesus said, "do not believe Me” (John 10:37).  

Christ is faithful in His house, the church. 

"So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 

saints, and are of God’s household” (Ephesians 2:19).  

"And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in 

the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house” (1 

Peter 2:4 and 5).  

We are the new household and Jesus is the One who cares for us.  Just as believers under the 

Old Testament are called the house of Moses, believers under the New Testament are called 

the house of Christ.  As Moses was faithful to an earthly household, Jesus is faithful to the 

heavenly household even when we behave like the Israelites, Jesus is still faithful to us and 

can forgive us our sins.  Jesus could say to His Father at the end of His life,  
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"I glorified Thee on the earth, having accomplished the work which Thou hast given 

Me to do” (John 17:4). 

He said, in effect, "I told the household all that You instructed Me to tell them and did for 

them all that you instructed Me to do.” He was perfectly faithful to Him who appointed Him.  

All Christians are stewards in God’s house, though in a lesser sense, of course.  We all have 

God given gifts.  We have them as sacred trusts; they are not ours.  If we are unfaithful in 

administering our gifts, we are unfaithful stewards.  Some of us have been given special 

responsibilities for example witnessing specifically  to  the people in  our community that God 

has placed around us.  Some have been unfaithful stewards of this trust.  Others of us have 

been given positions of teaching or instructing and have been unfaithful in studying  diligently, 

faithfully, and sacrificially.  These too, are unfaithful stewards.  Others have been given gifts 

of music, of administration, listening to people, generally helping… whatever the gift you have 

been given to bring glory to God, if you use it for that purpose then you are being faithful, but 

if you are not then you are being unfaithful, it’s that simple.  The Christian life is a sacred trust 

given to us by God, and it demands our faithfulness.  One of the greatest thrills a Christian 

can hope for is that of hearing the Lord say at the end of our life, "As I was faithful to the 

Father, so you have been faithful to  Me.”  We have not begun to discover what God can do 

through us if we are not willing to be faithful.  Please let me encourage you, to contemplate 

this before God.  Often gifts are things we can do without thinking about them in case you 

are wondering what’s yours! 

As we move down the verses in chapter 3, let’s just re-read 3 and 4 - 

For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder 

of the house has more honour than the house. For every house is built by someone, but the 

builder of all things is God.  

Moses was faithful, but he was only a part of the house.  Jesus made the house.  That is the 

difference, the great difference.  Jesus created Israel and even Moses as well as the church.  

“All things came into  being  by  Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being  

that has come into being” John  1:3.  

Before any of us became Christians, and thereby part of Christ’s house, the church, someone 

introduced us to the gospel.  That person was responsible in a human sense for building part 
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of God’s house, think about Nehemiah and the builders who were responsible for their part 

of building the wall.  On the divine side, God alone creates the house, for He is sovereign and 

continues the building as new believers are added.  Human witnesses are but the instruments 

He uses.  He is the Builder.  The Builder is greater than any of His instruments.  Moses was 

part of the house of Israel and an instrument God used in building it.  To hold on to the forms 

of Judaism or to its greatest leader is to hold on only to the symbol or to an instrument. To 

hold on to Jesus is to hold on to reality itself. 

We now come to the last two verses that we are considering this morning, verses 5 and 6. 

Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those 

things which were to be spoken later; but Christ was faithful as a  Son over His 

house whose house we are,  if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our 

hope firm until the end.   

We see that Moses is by person a servant, while Jesus is by person a Son. There is a great 

difference between a servant and a son.  

’’And the slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever” 

(John 8:35).  

Servants come and go; sons are sons for ever.  Moses was a servant, and he conducted himself 

as a servant.  The Greek word used in Hebrews 3:5 for servant is a term of dignity, freedom 

and honour.  It is only used this once in the New Testament, and suggests that, even as the 

highest-ranking servant, Moses was still a servant. He was a faithful, obedient, ministering, 

caring servant—a good steward of God.  Exodus 40 alone refers eight times to Moses’ 

obedience in everything God commanded of him. But he was not a son. 

Moses’ faithfulness as a servant had an important and special reason which was to be a 

testimony of things which were to be spoken later.  Judaism did not understand then, and 

does not understand now, that Moses was faithful primarily as a fore-shadowing of things 

which were yet to come in Christ.  Judaism without Christ is the Old Testament without the 

New Testament, it is incomplete.  It is the shadow without the substance.  

“For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the 

very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer 

continually, make perfect those who draw near” Hebrews 10:1  
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It was the shadow of the perfect substance that was to come; and if you reject the substance, 

the shadow is worthless.  On the other hand, if a person truly accepted the shadow, he would  

also accept the substance when it became known.  

“For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me” John 5:46 

The building we worship in is not the Lord’s house. We, the redeemed people are the Lord’s 

house, we are His church.  His house is not a building but believers. 

 ”In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” 

Ephesians 2:22 

“But in case I am delayed, I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct 

himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God”                           

1 Timothy 3:15   

Moses was a servant in someone else’s house.  Jesus is a Son over His own house, His own 

people.  How can we know that we are really God’s house? Verse 6 explains it very clearly - 

by holding fast, our confidence and the boast of our hope, firm until the end.  This does not 

mean, as many have misinterpreted, that we are saved if we hang on until the end. We can 

neither save ourselves nor keep ourselves saved. The meaning is simply, that continuance is 

the proof of reality. We can tell if we are really the house of God because we stay there. The 

one who falls away never belonged in the first place  - 1 John 2:19.  

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that 
none of them were of us. 

 

Apparently there were many Jews who had fallen away, and it is because of them that the 

writer of Hebrews gives these words, which both warn and encourage.  Some were convinced 

of the gospel and were on the edge of commitment, but kept falling away.  Some, no doubt, 

had even made an outward profession of faith.  But in both cases, they fell away from the 

church, proving they were never truly part of it.  The true saints persevered, and their 

perseverance was evidence of their salvation.  

"If you abide in My word,” Jesus said, "then you are truly disciples of Mine”           

John 8:31 
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One of the clearest truths of the New Testament is that the Lord keeps those who belong to 

Him.  

"And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose 

nothing, but raise it up on the last day” John 6:39  

Jesus has never lost anyone and will never lose anyone from His household.  

This passage says two important things to us. First, we should be sure we are real Christians. 

"Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!” (2 Corinthians 13:5). 

Second, when we know we are in Christ, we should keep our eyes on Him. He is all we need. 

We are complete in Him.  

 

Amen. 
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