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Scripture:  Hebrews 2:5-9 

Subject: Part 5 – Knowing your value 

5 For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels. 6 But one 

testified in a certain place, saying: “What is man that You are mindful of him, Or the son of 

man that You take care of him? 7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; You 

have crowned him with glory and honour, And set him over the works of Your hands. 8 You 

have put all things in subjection under his feet.” For in that He put all in subjection under 

him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put 

under him. 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering 

of death crowned with glory and honour, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for 

everyone. 

We are acquainted, as believers, with the Biblical account of the fall of man.  We, after all are 

personally challenged every day with its consequences, and are confronted by its effects on a 

continual bases directly and indirectly.  Disaster seems to loom everywhere and it is very easy 

to get discouraged, and think there is no way out.  There is a great phrase found in the New 

Testament which says, “But God..” and what follows usually is encouraging.  This is the case 

in the verses we are going to look at.  

In the opening chapter we were occupied with the greatness and grace of God in the person 

of Jesus Christ when our focus shifted from considering the places deemed sacred to the Jews 

then to people of faith and then to the heavenlies’.  While chapter 2’s opening brought us 
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back again to consider our great salvation and how we ought to hold fast least we drift, now, 

it appears that verse five, picks up the thread dropped in chapter 1:14 which was - 

“Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit 
salvation?”.  

What an amazing truth!  We have seen the angles superiority to fallen man.  We can, and 

many have been, carried away by their views of angles, believing that in rank they are second 

only to the Lord! But note carefully what is been conveyed in verse 5. 

 
“For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels”. 

 

What are we to make of this verse?  Would it surprise you that it is actually referring to man’s 

destiny?  The Bible clearly teaches that mankind is totally lost.  The doctrine of total depravity 

(or total inability) says that all men, as a consequence of the Fall, are born morally corrupt.  

They are enslaved to sin, at enmity with God, cannot please Him through their own works or 

means, and unable in and of themselves to turn to Christ for Salvation.  So how can we be 

saved?  It is solely by God’s grace and nothing else.  Man, however, was not created by God 

in this condition.  He had originally a right relationship with God but he fell so far that he lost 

the very meaning of his own existence.  The power of the Gospel changes all of that and these 

verses teach us what man’s intended destiny is, why it was lost and how it can be recovered 

only in the exalted Saviour. 

As unbelievable as it seems, we find here God revealing the Redeemed’s destiny. 

God never intended to give rule of the world to come over to angels.  Verse 14 of chapter 1 

shows us that they after all are ministering spirits to those who are heirs of salvation, angels 

are servants not rulers.  The angels present superiority over men is temporary.  The ‘world’ 

spoken of in this verse is not the common Greek word that is used elsewhere in the Scriptures 

such as kosmos which means ‘system’ or aion which means ‘the ages’.  The Greek word used 

here is “oikoumene” which means “the inhabited earth”.    

So, this ‘New World to come of’, which verse 5 is referring to, is certainly not this one 

that we are in presently.  The prophet Zechariah in chapter 14 verses 9-11 speaks about a 

time when he foresees the great city of Jerusalem at peace and in power.  Could it be the 

great millennial Kingdom to come, that he sees? Let’s just turn to them –  

And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be— 

“The Lord is one,” And His name one. 10 All the land shall be turned into a plain from 
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Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be raised up and inhabited in 

her place from Benjamin’s Gate to the place of the First Gate and the Corner 

Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s winepresses.11 The people shall 

dwell in it; And no longer shall there be utter destruction, But Jerusalem shall be 

safely inhabited. 

We are told that the animals will be different but not all people will be the redeemed in the 

millennium.  Those who are redeemed during this reign will be glorified as we read of in Isaiah 

chapter 11 and chapter 35 which speaks of a very different world.  The point however in verse 

5 is simple and it is, that angels will not rule this new world.  

We must not forget that this present world, our inhabited earth is partly ruled by angels. 

Remember the chief fallen angel,  Satan, is the ruler of the air, and his fallen angels also have 

some power in this world.  Even now, the angels in glory also have some control as we see in 

Daniel 10 with the battle that went on and goes on Ephesians 6:12.  This involves conflict.  

Man was created and appointed to rule or tend the earth as we see in Genesis 2 verse 15 –  

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and 
keep it. 

God’s purpose for man will be restored to the place that His Creator designed for him.   

 
Now when we come to verses 6 to 8 again we need to read them slowly and think about what 

we find here. 

“But one testified in a certain place, saying: “What is man that You are mindful of 

him, Or the son of man that You take care of him?  You have made him a little lower 

than the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honour, And set him over the 

works of Your hands.  You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” For in that 

He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now 

we do not yet see all things put under him.” 

This is not to say that the writer did not know the source of these words, when he said ‘in a 

certain place’.  They are of course from Psalm 8.  Let’s turn there and read it,  

O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your 

glory above the heavens! 2 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants.  You 

have ordained strength, Because of Your enemies, That You may silence the enemy 

and the avenger. 3 When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon 

and the stars, which You have ordained, 4 What is man that You are mindful of him, 

And the son of man that You visit him? 5 For You have made him a little lower 

than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honour. 6 You have made 
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him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under 

his feet, 7 All sheep and oxen— Even the beasts of the field, 8 The birds of the air, And 

the fish of the sea. That pass through the paths of the seas.  

9 O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth! 
 

Everyone knows that this is a Psalm of David but the writer does not play with names.  He 

simply pointed to Scripture, as the word of God.  He wanted his Jewish listener or reader to 

understand that human authors are incidental.   The quote from this Psalm refers to mankind 

not to the Messiah.  When you think about how Scripture describes man  - here are four of 

those descriptions –  

1 – A tenant in a house : Job 4:19 

2 – A worm : Job 25:6 

3 – A grasshopper : Isaiah 40:22 

4 – A sinner : Roman 3:23 

Yet you are under the watchful care of the Almighty, Matthew 10:29-31: 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, 
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” 

In verses 6 to 8, we see God’s planned destiny for the saints in general.  You see, he points to 

the psalmist wonderment at the Lord and his amazement of not only who God is and what 

He has done and then considers “You have done all this for us?” What value are we really in 

the sight of God?  It’s mind boggling.  It is incredible when you think of the vast endlessness 

universe, then you think about this little dot that we call earth in the middle of it all.  We even 

have to ask the question, “What is man? What right do we have to be so much on the mind 

of God?”  The psalmist answered his own question when he pointed to the fact that man is 

the crown of God’s creation, of all His creation.  As the redeemed, we have an incredible 

position before God.  We have been lifted up to heights that the Bible describes in ways we 

don’t even give much thought to but look at the following: 

Romans 8:17 - and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 

we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

Galatians 4:7 - Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of 

God through Christ. 
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James 2:5 - Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be 

rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?   

Revelation1:6 - and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory 

and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Let me just share with you three things about this kingdom  

Firstly - It is supreme because of His power.  

Anyone who reads history will be amazed at the tremendous wealth, power and authority 

some people have gathered to themselves. Yet, when you hold these up against what the 

Bible says in Isaiah 40:15-17,  

“Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, And are counted as the small dust on 

the scales; Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not 

sufficient to burn, Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt offering.  All nations before 

Him are as nothing, And they are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless.” 

What can we say of the supremacy of heaven? When we are there, we will be beyond the 

reach of every trail, difficulty, every temptation and sin, every pain and pressure.  All our 

enemies will be destroyed and all our fears will have banished even all our doubts will have 

been removed. Praise God all our hopes will have been realised and our longings fulfilled. 

Supreme because of His power. 

Secondly - It is sure because of His promise.  

The kingdom that He has promised involves a place as well as a position within it.  The Bible 

is wise in its counsel to us regarding material things and our reliance upon them.  Proverbs 

23:5 says in very pictorial language:  

“Will you set your eyes on that which is not? For riches certainly make themselves 
wings; They fly away like an eagle towards heaven”. 

The apostle Peter in 1 Peter 1:4 and 5, spoke of the Christian as having in    

“an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved 
in heaven for you,  who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 

This not a possibility nor a speculation, but a certainty spoken by God’s Word. Sealed by His 

hand and made sure by His promise. 
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Thirdly - It is sublime because of God’s presence.  

The Christian’s place in heaven is not a matter of reward but of relationship.  He has promised 

it to them that love Him. But why do we love Him? 1 John 4:19  

“We love Him because He first loved us.  

Heaven for the Christian is to be forever with the One who loved them before the world was.  

It’s been pointed out that the greatness definition of heaven is found in John 14:3. 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am, there you may be also. 

Some take what we read in verse 6 to 8 and particularly the phrase, “what is man..” to be a 

reference to Christ but it is a parallel to man.  The term “son of man “ is often used in the Old 

Testament as reference to mankind.  For example, Ezekiel is called the “son of man” indicating 

that he was a human being, part of mankind.  So when verse 6 states: 

Or the son of man that You take care of him? 

It is more than expressing a loving concern.  It is an active concern, or active caring.  The word 

is used twice in Luke 1 to describe God visiting His people Israel to redeem them, see verses 

68 and 78 of Luke 1. In fact, the KJV here in Hebrews 2:6 uses the word “visited”. God has 

always had an active concern for humanity.  

 
Verse 7 notes “You have made him a little lower than the angels;..”  

When God created man, He made him lower than the angels so that He could display His 

salvation plan and glorify Himself.  It is not that he is lower spiritually or less loved by God, 

nor is he less important to God.  Man is lower than an angel only in that man is physical and 

they are spiritual.  The obvious difference is that angels are heavenly creatures and we are 

earth bound, for the moment.  This is limiting and a major difference. However, there is a 

time limit for this inferiority, and the present chain of command is also temporary,  God will 

one day elevate man to the position He has for him. 

Daniel saw this clearly as we read in Daniel 7:18 and verse 27 respectively.   

“But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom 

forever, even forever and ever”.  
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And 27 “Then the kingdom and dominion, And the greatness of the kingdoms under the 

whole heaven, Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an 

everlasting kingdom, And all dominions shall serve and obey Him”. 

 
The Redeemed, will not only inherit a perfect kingdom but an eternal one in which they and 

not angels will govern.  Revelation 3:21 tells us the following,  

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame 

and sat down with My Father on His throne.  

The second half of verse 7 of Hebrews 2 we note the following: 

You have crowned him with glory and honour, And set him over the works of Your 

hands.  You have put all things in subjection under his feet. 

The word ‘crown’ here in the Greek translation is the word “stephanos” which actually means 

the crown of honour.  When God made Adam pure and innocent, God gave him honour and 

glory and one day He will restore it.  One day man will rule as he had in Genesis 2, and all that 

was lost by rebellion will be restored because of redemption.  It is not that we will be greater 

than God, we will be great under God.  

The last part of verse 8 says “But now we do not yet see all things put under him.”   

What is this saying to us?  This points us to the fact that man’s destiny is presently restricted 

because of sin.  On account of Adam’s and Eve’s transgression and rebellion, not only was the 

relationship they had broken but our right to rule and reign as God intended was also lost.  

The account in Genesis 1:28 which says –  

Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth 
and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

This bears no comparison with our reality today.  Since Adam lost his kingdom and his crown, 

the earth ceased to be subject to man.  In fact, the Lord pronounced a curse on the earth 

Genesis 3:22-23.  After Satan tempted man to sin and man sinned, man fell from the his 

original position and the earth was cursed. 1 John 5:19 –  

We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked 
one. 

Virtually everything that God originally gave to man for his good and blessing became his 

enemy.  Man has been fighting a losing battle ever since.  
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Paul brought this out in Romans 8:19-20 – 

“For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the 
sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because 
of Him who subjected it in hope;” 

He also tells us that creation longs for its liberation in verses 21-22.  

 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole 
creation groans and labours with birth pangs together until now. 
 

Therefore, in the mean-time, we are subject to this.  We plant but we are not sure who will 

reap, we build but are not sure if it will last, man lives in jeopardy every hour as there is no 

certainty.  But to look and listen to us, you would get a very different impression.  The Death 

and destruction we see all around us marks the fact that the world is under the curse and no 

wonder even creation groans. This is not what God intended it to be, it will continue under 

God’s time table, but we know from prophesy the time is growing shorter. 

What we read of in Isaiah 2:4 will become a reality.  

“He shall judge between the nations, And rebuke many people; They shall beat their 
swords into plough shares, And their spears into pruning  hooks; Nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore.” 

A day is coming when the wonderful plan of God, the dominion that man lost will be given 

to him again. But how? Hebrews 2:9 –  

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of 
death crowned with glory and honour, that He, by the grace of God, might taste 
death for everyone.” 

Man’s revealed destiny restricted by sin has been recovered by Christ our great Redeemer.  

The terrible curse of sin was death, not just physically but spiritually as well, Genesis 2:17  

“but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  

But glory to God the Cross conquered the curse!  No-one can or could do it in our present 

state because of  how sin reigns and rules.  For us to ever have what was lost by sin, the 

penalty had to be paid.  If man was ever to be restored to reign as king, he must die and be 

resurrected a new man with sovereign qualities.  Paul explains in Romans 6:5-11.  

 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also 
shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was 
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be  done away with, that we should 
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no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we 
died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, 
having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over 
Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He 
lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to 
sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord”. 

For each and every true child of God who has been redeemed, the moment they put their 

faith in Jesus Christ, they were identified with Christ.  Everyone who knows and loves the Lord, 

the moment you received Him, you were crucified with Him and buried with Him, He has 

raised you up to a new life, a life were the curse has been removed.  Yes in Christ we are kings 

we don’t have our kingdom yet, but it is certain to be ours. 

To accomplish this great task on our behalf, Jesus had to become a man. He Himself 

had to be made for a little while a little lower than the angels. To regain man’s dominion He 

had to taste death for man.  He came to die for us, because His dying conquered sin and death 

once and for all. 

Revelation 5:9-10   

“And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, 

And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your 

blood, Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us 

kings  and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” 

We will be kings with our Great King who is the King of kings, man will be changed as we 

read in Isaiah 2:2-3.  

“2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD’s house 
Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the 
hills; And all nations shall flow to it. 3 Many people shall come and say, “Come, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will 
teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem”. 

The very animals will also be changed which is very amazing.  

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie down with the young 
goat, The calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little child shall lead 
them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie down together; 
And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s 
hole, And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. 9 They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD, As the waters cover the sea” Isaiah 11:6-9 
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Even the very plants will be changed as we read in Isaiah 35:1-2. 

The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, And the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose; 2 It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, Even with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, The excellence of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, The excellency of our God. 

Christ tasted death for you and I, He did it to recover what was lost on account of sin.  Men 

today still ask, “What is man?” The idolater and the animist say, “man is inferior to the birds 

and animals, even to creeping things, stones and sticks” And he bows down and worships 

them.  The materialist say, “Man is obviously higher than any of the animals, but he is still 

only a product of chance, the result of evolutionary natural selection”.  Most of mankind 

believe in such ideas or ones equally as foolish. But God says in Colossians 1:8-18: 

“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and 

to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 

spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, 

being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and 

longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the 

power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in 

whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him 

all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created 

through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead, that in all things He may have the pre-eminence”.  

 

With this in mind as we have considered verses 5 to 9, you must realise that you are of great 

value to God, so much so, that He sent His only Begotten Son to this earth as your Kinsman 

Redeemer.  Keep these things as a safe guard in your heart and in your mind.  

 

Amen. 
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