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Scripture:  Hebrews 2:1-4 

Subject: Part 4 - The Tragedy of Neglection 

Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we 
drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we 
neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with 
signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to 
His own will? 

 

Neglect is the failure to care or to do something or even to, not pay proper attention.  It is a 

terrible tragedy on so many levels.  To neglect your home does not always result in immediate 

disaster but in time, it shows.  To neglect your own body, mind and soul is really the 

abonnement of reason and the recovery, if possible, takes a long time.  We often read stories 

of child neglect which results in the children living terrible lives, it would break your heart.  Do 

you think that God’s heart is any different when we neglect his loving care for us, even though 

He has provided so much, and so well for His children?  

Chapter 1 laid out the evidence, primarily from the Old Testament, of who Jesus is: His 

Divinity and His Humanity. What is said of Him then, is still true of Him today.  Verse 1 of 

chapter 2, commences with the word “Therefore” or as some translations have it, “for this 

reason”.  This is a clear reference that verse 1 of chapter 2 is a continuation of chapter 1.  In 
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light of what has been laid out in chapter 1, it challenges us that we must pay closer attention,  

not to let the truth slip from us, least we drift off.  The ‘We’ here in verse 1 refers to two types 

of people.  The first is the believer and the 2nd is the hearer of truth but not the redeemed.  

You see, verse 1 sets the tone of caution.  It clearly warns us that we must not neglect what 

we know about Jesus, nor should we neglect what we know about His wonderful Salvation 

least we should drift away.  

In relation to the believer, God does not condone wilful ignorance, which is an act of 

defiance and rebellion.  The claim of the true believer that “I didn’t know” is an admission of 

being lazy, indifferent, and apathetic to the things of God because He calls us to be students, 

which is another word for disciple.  Nevertheless, it is even more serious than that. Take the 

book of Revelation, read for yourself chapters 2 and 3.  Then ask yourself the question - Is this 

the early church? Is what we find here, truly in the early church? We somehow romanticise 

that it was only Spirit filled and Spirit led, well just look again.  The 7 churches referred to in 

these chapters were actual churches, but they also are a typologies of church throughout 

history and they laid out the types of problems churches face throughout the ages.  Likewise, 

they are a typology of various believers.   

The first church Jesus spoke about is the Ephesus church. He pointed many positive things 

that were noteworthy but look at Revelation 2:4   

“Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.” 
How did they leave their first love?  They neglected the reality of the Lord in their own lives 

for intellectualism. We see that happening today, don’t we?  People focus on subjects, and 

being able to win an argument instead of being focused on Jesus and then winning souls.  Our 

relationship to Jesus is the first and foremost important thing always.  Yes we need to study 

to find out more about him, but the study shouldn’t take over our reality of Him in our lives.  

The next verse is an important appeal to the church, and the way the amplified puts it, is 

worth noting. Revelation 2:5 -  

“Remember then from what heights you have fallen. Repent (change the inner man 
to meet God’s will) and do the works you did previously [when first you knew the 
Lord], or else I will visit you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
change your mind and repent.” 

The Pergamos church is in the list of defectors. In this church there were apostates, openly 

or secretly causing mischief in verse 17 we read: Revelation 2:17 -    

He who is able to hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit says to the 
assemblies (churches). To him who  overcomes  (conquers),  I  will give to eat of the 
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manna that is hidden, and I will give him a white stone with a new  name  
engraved  on  the  stone, which  no  one  knows  or  understand excepts he who 
receives it.   (Cross Reference with Psalm 78:4 and Isaiah 62:2) 
 

Thyatira, this church was the corrupt church, improving spiritually but was also tolerating 

compromise, the runway for all sin. The Lord’s address to this church ended with these words 

in verse 29. 

He  who  is  able  to  hear,  let  him listen  to  and  heed  what  the  [Holy] Spirit  says  
to  the  assemblies (churches). 

The church of Sardis had a name as a living church, yet, Jesus considered it to be dead, yet 

Jesus merciful pleads with them in Revelation 3 verse 6, the following:  

He who is able to hear, let him listen to and heed what the [Holy] Spirit says to the  
assemblies (churches). 

Philadelphia, like Smryna was not censored. Yet to them the Lord said in verse 13 of 
Revelation 3.   

“He who can hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit says to the churches” 
 

Laodicea the lukewarm church, claimed that it was rich but it was not in the eyes and heart 

of the Lord, to this Jesus ended his address to them in verse 22.  

“He who is able to hear, let him listen to and heed what the Holy Spirit says to the 
churches”. 

 

In all 7 churches we see that Jesus had a similar plea to all the believers in the churches, 

because the church collectively had neglected the true gospel and found themselves going 

down the wrong road.  Jesus warned ‘if you have ears, hear and take heed’.  Just like here, in 

verse 1 of Hebrews 2, it “earnestly” requests, that is solemnly, sincerely, intently and gravely, 

asking all who hear to take heed, do not neglect the truth least you drift.  It is sobering and it 

is meant to be.  Too many do not take the things of God seriously and reverently, and others 

will perish because of it.   If we were to give God’s word the place we ought, we would without 

doubt be very different in our attitude towards God and in the application of His word in our 

lives.  We certainly would be less neglectful and more diligent.  Often one hears the argument 

“But what about the people who have never hear the Gospel?” This morning I am asking the 

seldom argument “What about the people who have heard the Gospel, what are they doing 

with it?”.   That’s the situation that is presented more correctly here in these verses.  

Hell  has  undoubtedly  many  people  who were never actively opposed to Jesus Christ, but 

who simply neglected the gospel.  They knew the truth and even believed the truth, in the 
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sense that they acknowledge its truthfulness, its rightness.  They are well aware of the good 

news of salvation provided in Jesus Christ, but  were not willing to commit their lives to Him.  

So they drifted past the call of God into eternal  damnation.  This tragedy makes these verses 

extremely important and urgent.  We see that verse 1 is a personal directive, given to both 

the listeners and the readers to respond in light to what they have learned.  You might say 

that doctrine here breaks into invitation. 

An effective teacher must do much more than simply present biblical facts.  He must also  

warn, exhort and invite.  Verse 1 is an impassioned plea for the truth to truly resonate in our 

lives and not let it slip, or else we will.  There is a true love and care being shown here for the 

salvation of the hearer, not just simply the setting out of doctrine.  God’s Word demands 

response, and a faithful disciple of the Word will always chose to respond.  

An example of this kind of teacher, the greatest ever, is Jesus.  He went personally to those 

who had neglected the word of God for centuries, and despite the rejection of His own 

people, their hardness of heart, and even their history of persecuting God’s messengers, 

nevertheless ached for their salvation.  He longed for them to listen and obey, just like we 

read in Revelation 2 and 3; Matthew 23:37 - 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling”.  

On another occasion he told His Jewish listeners,  
"You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is these that bear witness of Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me, that 
you may have life” John 5:39-40.  

He had a compassionate concern that His hearers respond.  Faithful teaching always 

demands a response but doesn’t always get it! I’m not talking about someone saying Amen if 

they agree, but accepting the truth and living it out in their life! 

There are five major warnings interspersed throughout the book of Hebrews.  The first one is  

here, in the middle of a discourse.  The writer could only go so far before stopping to make 

an appeal: "Now what are you going to do about this evidence of truth?”. We can know all 

the truth there is to know about Jesus Christ and yet go to hell if we never make Him our own 

by being made His own. 

We must be sure to understand that it is not the gospel that slips, as the King James seems  

to imply.  That is not the meaning at  all.  The Greek and most modern translations make it  

clear, that it is distracted men who slip.  The Word will never drift from us.  The danger is  our 
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drifting from it.  The harbour of salvation is absolutely secure.  It is Jesus Christ, who never 

moves, never changes, and is always available to anyone who wants the protection and 

security of His righteousness. When you hear the Word of God, make it yours.  Do not drift 

past it, for that is the most dangerous thing you can do.  

In Verses 2 and 3, the appeal continues for us not to neglect such a great salvation because 

there is a consequence if we do so.  The consequence is the certainty of judgment, with the 

inevitability of punishment.  Let’s just read those verses again -  

For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression 
and disobedience received a just recompense, how shall we escape if we neglect so 
great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was 
confirmed to us by those who heard.  

To whom is this warning  directed? It  cannot  be  to  Christians. They can never be in danger 

of judgement in relation to salvation and sin.  They can however neglect growth and 

discipleship,  and even neglect their relationship with God.  These verses are appealing only 

to those who have heard the gospel but have done nothing with it.  They have failed to care 

or to do something about the appeal of the Gospel or they have not paid proper attention to 

what had been presented to them. The warning must therefore be directed to none 

Christians, who are intellectually convinced of the gospel but who fail to receive it for 

themselves.  Think about the account of the rich young ruler in Mark 10:17-31,  he wanted to 

have eternal life but on his own terms.  He didn’t want to give up everything he had materially 

to follow Christ.  

But if the warning is to unbelievers,  why does the writer speak of "we” and  "us”?  Why 

does he include himself among the intellectually convinced but uncommitted?  Is the author 

saying that he himself is not a Christian? No! The "us” is the “us” of nationality, remember 

this book was primarily for the Jews, or it could embrace all who have heard the truth.  The  

author’s willingness to identify himself with his readers does not mean he is in the same 

spiritual condition as they are.  He seems simply  to be saying,  "All  of us who have heard the 

gospel ought to accept it in light of the overwhelming evidence."  

We have all met people who say, "Yes  I believe that Christ is the Saviour and that I need  

Him,  but I’m not ready to make that commitment yet."  They know it is true and they know  

they need it,  but they are not willing to commit themselves and personally accept  Jesus  

Christ.  They have all the facts but will not make a commitment.  Some just drift as they count 

the cost. They are like the man who believes a boat will hold him, but who will not get into it.  
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The Greek for ‘if’ in verse 2, assumes a fulfilled condition, not a possibility. The meaning in 

context is that the word spoken by angels was absolute and steadfast. The phrase could be 

translated, "For in view of the fact that the word spoken through angels”.  Why is Old 

Testament law, particularly the Ten Commandments, so connected with angels? Why does 

the writer emphasize that angels mediated the Old Covenant? It does so because the angels 

were instrumental in bringing the Law, but not in giving the Law as in having the right to make 

the Law.  That is only God’s sovereign right, as is clear from several passages. Psalm 68:17 

gives us a clue:  

"The chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands; the Lord is among 
them as at Sinai, in holiness.”  

 

At Sinai, where Moses was given the law, the Lord was accompanied by a host of angels. 

Moses himself reported this in Deuteronomy 33:2  

"The Lord came from Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from 
Mount Paran, and He came from the midst' of ten thousand holy ones; at His right 
hand there was flashing lightning for them”  

 

If you broke that law, that law broke you; you would receive a just recompense, or as we 

would say a just reward for breaking that law. There was no out. If a person committed 

adultery, worshiped false gods, or blasphemed God, he was stoned. The law was 

unchallengeable; punishment for breaking it was sure and certain. As our text says, every  

transgression  and  disobedience  received  a  just  recompense. The law punished every sin 

and that punishment was fair.  Neglect of the law brought its own consequences.  

 

Two words are used here for sin: transgression and disobedience. Transgression means to 

step across the line, as a wilful act. It is an explicit sin of commission, of intentionally doing 

something we know to be wrong. Disobedience deliberately shuts its ears to the commands, 

warnings, and invitations of God. It is a wilful sin of neglect, of doing nothing when we should 

do something and visa-versa.  Now  notice  the  word  just  in  Hebrews  2:2.  God is often 

accused of being unjust when His punishment seems to us to be out of proportion to the 

wrong committed. But God, by His very nature, cannot be unjust. Under the Old Covenant He 

punished severely those who  were  determined to live without  Him and to defy Him.  He 

removed them from among  His  people for the sake of those who were pure and holy and 
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wanted to live for Him.  His judgment on the people of Israel was severe because they knew 

better.  

Punishment is always related to light. The more light we have, the more severe our 

punishment. Jesus was clear about this in Matthew 11:20-24: 

“Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had been 

done, because they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! 

For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 

they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say to you, it will 

be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, 

Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the 

mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have 

remained until this day. 24 But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land 

of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.” 

 

In verse 3 it refers to ‘so great a salvation’.  The great salvation is of course speaking about 

the Christian Gospel, yet, this great salvation can be, and does be, neglected.  It is true that it 

is, secured to and effective in, God’s elect by the Holy Spirit.  The Gospel gives a general call 

to the who-so-ever.  It addresses the moral responsibility of all who hear not just those who 

come to Christ and are saved. Proverbs 8:4 says – 

“To you, O men, I call, And my voice is to the sons of men.” 
 

We know as believers that the Gospel requires action.  The Gospel, however, is more than 

the publication of the good news, more than an invitation for the burdened soul to come to 

Christ for forgiveness, relief and peace.  It is a Divine mandate, an authoritative command 

from none other than God as the only way to be reconciled with Him.  If it is disregarded by 

the one being called, they place themselves in immediate peril.  The Scripture says that 

rejection will result in divine punishment as we see in John 3:18 – 

“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.” 

 

Looking through a concordance, I found that another rendering for the word ‘neglect’ is to 

‘make light of’. Matthew 22:1-5 illustrates this point admirably.   
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“The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his 
son, 3 and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and 
they were not willing to come. 4 Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those 
who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted 
cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.” ’ 5 But they made 
light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business.  

 

We begin to understand the grace of the king in the parable, the trouble he went to remind 

those invited, and the negligent attitude of those invited.  Were the Jews to whom the Gospel 

was first preached just like that?  Yes! And so many still today, Jew and Gentile! 

We know one great fact, that the readers at the time this was written did not know.  

Despite it been prophesied by Jesus Himself in Matthew 24, Judaism itself, apart from the 

temple, was about to fall under the judgement of God.  If the believers who were being 

tempted to revert back, turn from their allegiance to Christ on the eve of the destruction, how 

would they escape which was the question they had to face. 

As the redeemed, we are certainly saved from the penalty of sin.  However, we must not sit 

comfortably with only that thought.  Remember, we have been forgiven our sin and will not 

face the punishment of hell.  So not only are we saved from the consequences of sin, that is 

salvation, but we are being saved from the power of sin, that is our sanctification which is an 

on-going process.  We are now awaiting our complete deliverance from the presence of sin 

in our lives, which we will know in heaven and that is our glorification. 

Finally we come to verse 4 
God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by various 
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will. (2:4) 

 

To the Jews, the first type of signs and wonders I’m sure they would have recalled were those 

in the Old Testament.  Their history was full of accounts of God stepping into their ancestors 

lives and situations, proofing His power.  Just look at the many signs and wonders from their 

time in Egypt as slaves into the promise land as a nation.  True that certain periods had more 

than others, but regardless God had his hand on them and revealed His power to His people.  

The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ was verified with signs and wonders.  In His earthly 

ministry, Israel was humming with the everyday news of Jesus’ miracles and gifts.  When 

Christ died, arose and ascended into Heaven, the church was born in power and 

demonstration of the Holy Spirit.  Go right through the Book of Acts and into the epistles, 
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everywhere there were signs, wonders and miracles.  The evidence was indisputable and 

undeniable.  Compared to the Jewish religious system, if indeed its right to compare, the 

religion was dead.  Nothing had changed, was changing or would change except the fact that 

God had finished with it, and the only one who will have any use for it is the Antichrist. 

 

Let me be clear that signs and wonders are not always visible to the human eye.  Praise God 

when we see the powerful demonstrations of it, but God is not always in the thunder or the 

earthquake, but often He is the still small voice.  Miracles happen all around us today, just 

look at us!  God does not require a stage to demonstrate His power, in fact that would be too 

small. He has the whole world and He has you. 

 

The changed lives in the time of when this book was written, were some of the greatest 

miracles surely.  It was those lives that spoke louder than any book or picture.  It was those 

lives that troubled the religious leaders and the political establishment; even Rome, the great 

cosmopolitan capital of the then known world who could and would tolerate anything or 

anyone but believers in Christ.  The power of the world is acceptable but not the power of 

God in man.  We know from history, ancient and modern, that lives changed by the Gospel 

has had a positive impact in the world.  Individuals, families, communities, and even nations 

have and do benefit from those whose lives have been changed by the power of God.  

 

Let’s apply this to our lives. 

It’s clear that we, who have the light of the Gospel and who live in that light, need to be strong 

in our determination to take personal ownership of the truth and allow the Spirit of God to 

work it through our lives. There is too much religion within the church, too much of the world 

within our hearts and the cause is been pointed out in these verses. Will we resolve to do 

something about it?  If we don’t then we will continue to drift and that is drift to destruction. 

You know where you stand today genuinely before God.  Ask yourself honestly, are you 

holding fast and growing in relation to the truth?  How does your believe effect your life, your 

decision making, your home as prophet, priest, provider, protector, if you’re the husband.  

Think about the parable of the 10 virgins who were waiting for the groom to arrive. They had 

two tasks, be ready and ensure that there was oil in their lamps.  This parable tells us that half 

neglected to have oil in their lamps, as they drifted away from actively waiting for their groom.  
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We are told that these virgins who had no oil in their lamps were left behind.  Now, this is a 

serious thought.  We need to truly ask ourselves, have we more in common with the virgins 

who neglected to have oil in their lamps or with those who were ready? Ask yourselves, in 

the light of what you know, are you actively growing, hungry for the things of God and 

ensuring your relationship with Him is on tract or are you drifting, consciously or 

unconsciously.  The world has so much to offer; there are so many things to do, places to go, 

people to see, issues to deal with, always something on, so many distractions.  These are the 

little gentle currents of life that sets our boats adrift in the wrong direction before we even 

know it. 

Don’t you believe that the Lord is concerned enough to help you to be the best?  

The power of God is sovereign.  It’s not for us to control like a light switch. He is upholding all 

things and this fact ought to bless us and activate us as His children.   

 

Philippians 1:9-11 

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge 

and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order 

to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit 

of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

 

 

Amen. 
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