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Scripture:  Daniel 7:15-28 

Subject: Chapter 7, Part 26 – Times of The Gentiles and the day of Jacob’s Trouble 

How the blue skies of our lives can be overshadowed by the dark clouds that threaten us and 

this verse is one such case. 

When Daniel had this vision, it was in the reign of Belshazzar and chronologically speaking 

before Chapter 5 which was the fall of Babylon and the start of the Medo-Persian Empire.  

Daniel must have been in his 60’s or early 70’s at the time of this vision as he was only a youth 

when he entered Babylon and it was prophesised that the Israelite people would be there for 

70 years.  Daniel was watching the signs and times for the prophesy as he read of in the Books 

of Jeremiah and Ezekiel to be fulfilled. 

Chapter 2 gave us the insight of Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s vision which as 

you know was of a tall statue made up of four metals.  Head of Gold we are told in chapter 2 

represented Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, then chest and arms of Silver, its belly and tights of 

bronze, the legs of iron and the feet made up of partly of iron and clay, all metals representing 

4 Kingdoms which were destroyed by the rock which was interpreted as the Kingdom of God 

destroying the final kingdom and established His Kingdom forever.  



   
    Sunday 01st October 2017 
 

www.christianfellowshipdublin.org                                                                                                  2 | P a g e  
 

God allowed insight to Nebuchadnezzar as well as Daniel, and the those who hear the 

interpretation of the vision, into the time-line of the Kingdoms that were and are to come.  

However, here in Chapter 7, God gave Daniel more insight into these Kings and Kingdoms. 

God exposed their characteristics and their demise.  

We know from history who the first three metals are, the Babylonian Empire, the 

Medo-Persian Empire and the Greek Empire.  Chapter 7, precisely predicted each of these 

Empires characterists.  Each of these Kingdoms where taken out of history by military force 

but not so the fourth metal/beasts. 

Verse 15, Daniel is very perplexed, even more than that, he is greatly grieved the last beast 

which was dreadful and not like the others. Thankfully in verse 16, he asked one of the 

members of the heavenly court to explain it to him.  Aren’t we so grateful that he did!  

When we read verses 15 to 28 there are really two things that stand out.  First there is the 

obvious question, who is the beast and secondly the implications that this beast will have in 

the world, saved and unsaved. 

So, who is this beast? 

In verse 17, Daniel has it explained to him that the four great beasts are four Kings which arise 

out of the earth.  Isn’t it interesting that in Daniel’s initial vision, he saw them coming from 

the sea which may underline that the sea here does in fact represent the nations as the sea 

often does in biblical prophecies.  In Verse 18, Daniel is given confirmation that the saints 

(which include you and me) will receive the Kingdom, which is our divine inheritance which 

has no ending nor do we get to leave it to anyone! It’s our forever! 

Daniel isn’t quite satisfied with this answer, he wanted to know more, why?? Remember in 

verse 7, he saws the fourth beast  

“devouring, breaking in pieces, and tramping the residue with its feet”  

and in verse 11 he heard  

“the sound of the pompous words which the horn was speaking, and its body 

destroyed and given to the burning flame.”   

Daniel saw that the fourth was different, verse 19 and 20 reiterate this.   
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Verse 21 – Why was this grievous to Daniel? Is it because Daniel was told that God will not 

always deliver His saints?  Could this verse be in contradiction with Matthew 16 verse 18 

“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” 

 
Revelation also states that the Anti-Christ will rage against the saints and prevails against 

them, is this too in contradiction with Matthew 16 verse 18.   

 

The simple answer is No, but let me quickly explain.  Firstly, Matthew is speaking about the 

church which Hades or Hell will not conquer ultimately, however we need to take stock.  There 

is a distinction between old testament saints and new testament saints and those who are 

saved under different conditions post-rapture.   Remember, we, who come under new 

testament saints are sealed by the Holy Spirit – Ephesians 1:1-14.  When the church is 

suddenly extracted from this world, the Holy Spirit’s Ministry will revert back to Old 

Testament times – back to the way he worked in those times.  This has no effect upon His role 

in salvation. Salvation has always been by grace through faith alone and by 

spiritual regeneration in which the Holy Spirit plays a key role. 

Recall Daniel’s three friends in chapter 3:17-18 made the statement regarding the possibility 

of deliverance as well as the probability that God may not.  So, the vision and explanation deal 

with this as a reality.   

The revelation disturbed the prophet and it should be of concern to us to.  I’m sure the 

thought has crossed your mind, if God can and has delivered His people then why doesn’t He 

do it all the time?  If God can prevent suffering, why doesn’t He?  The problem of evil and its 

implication are inescapable, what is the answer?  We live in a fallen world and we live with its 

consequences.  As a result of this God’s justice is not only seen but will be seen by ever eye.  

God also uses suffering to bring people close to himself and ultimately for His Glory although 

we often can’t see it in that light when we are the ones suffering. Genesis 50:20 

“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to 
bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.” 

 

In verses 21 and 22, Daniel still was speaking about this beast, this dominion, (a revived 

Roman Empire) that he witnessed.  I’m sure if it was us that had witnessed the vision we 
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wouldn’t be able to believe our eyes either.  I mean, who would want to wage outright war 

against the people of God? And imagine seeing the Ancient of Days coming in to take His place 

and favouring the saints?   

In the Bible the “horn” is used as a symbol of power, see Deuteronomy 33:17 and Zechariah 

1:18-19. The eyes on this horn symbolise human insight and intelligence coupled with brutal 

animal strength.  It lacks compassion, it is evil and ruthless genius. 

From verse 23, the elder highlights aspects of the vision.  

The prophetic word does not change to suit circumstances yet the more you read the 

prophecies, the more detail you have in understanding the big picture. This is exactly what 

happen when we come to Revelation we get the whole picture of Daniel 7 and processing 

chapters.  The challenge for you and I is, what are we going to do with it?  That’s more than a 

question, it is a call to you and I to make certain decisions in the light of the information that 

God is imparting to us. Remember the prophets God sent to Israel with his message of 

pending doom and what did they do with it?  Are you tempted to be moved for the moment 

and not to seriously give it time to consider what God has revealed to you from His Word? 

I want to spend some time in Revelation with regard to what we have read here so we can 

get a clearer understanding which should it more relevant, I think. 

I would like for us to read together Revelation 13:1-10.  

“Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, 

having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a 

blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were 

like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him 

his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had 

been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world 

marvelled and followed the beast. 4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave 

authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? 

Who is able to make war with him?” 

5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was 

given authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his mouth in 

blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who 

dwell in heaven. 7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to 
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overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and 

nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been 

written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 He who leads into captivity shall go into 

captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the 

patience and the faith of the saints.” 

 

Though the word tribulation is not mentioned in Daniel, but the inference is. Tribulation is 

simply meaning a trail, but in these verses, we are looking at trails like never experienced 

before.  Some thought that the holocaust was the worst thing, then came Stalin with over 20 

million killed, Paul Pot in Cambodia millions killed. Can it get any worse? You better believe it 

can.  

The language here in Revelation is very similar to that of Daniels word. Daniel is looking 

forward, so the order of beast is lion, bear, leopard but John can look back at those dominions 

and powers, hence he refers to the beasts in the opposite order to Daniel.  But the one beast, 

the fourth beast is consistent to both.  Daniel had fear and dread in his heart and mind, he 

was frightened by what he saw. So was John, so was the early church and so should we.  If 

the ship is sinking are we not duty bound to help the helpless?  Or is “me” and “I” in the way 

of “myself”?   

Keep in mind the word of Jesus as found in the Gospel of Matthew chapters 24 and 25 when 

he spoke about the signs of the end times. I know that’s a lot of reading but it is very important 

to do it in order to see and understand what God is saying today.  

In the chaotic times of confusion, uncertainty, and unrest that will prevail during the 

Tribulation, the world will long for a leader.  It will be a global issue.  People will be 

desperately hoping for someone powerful and influential to unite the divided and 

contentious nations of the world, it will be a global power; someone to bring hope 

in the midst of helplessness; someone to provide a sense of securi ty in an unsettled time 

of apprehension and fear.  People will be desperately seeking a strong, charismatic, 

authoritative leader to pull the world back from the brink of disaster.  It will become a 

global tyranny. 
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The emperors in the past sought power and wealth, but this person or at least the thing 

behind the person, seeks and demands worship above everything else.  This does not seem 

that it will be evident to the world and if it is, they won’t care.  They want what they want, at 

whatever cost! 

Those longings will be fulfilled. The powerful leader  that people will desire will come 

and unify the world under his rule. He will appear at first to be everything pe ople 

thought they were looking for.  For a brief time, he will bring peace and prosperity but 

he will turn out to be far more than the world bargained for. He will be a dictator more 

cruel and powerful than any other leader the world has ever known.  This man, often 

called the Antichrist, will be the culmination of a long line of would-be world 

conquerors.  What men, like Alexander the Great and the Roman emperors in ancient times 

and Hitler and Stalin in modern times only dreamed of doing, the Antichrist actually will 

do, he will rule the entire world and will receive its worship. 

In verse 24, it explains that the 10 horns are 10 kingdoms.  This combination arises 

from the fourth dominion, they will be satellite powers but the will wain and fall and 

another will arise from them.  The wording in verse 24 is interesting as it states  

“and He shall be different from the first ones”.   

This specifically personalizes the little horn that arises.  Revelation refers to him as 

the ultimate anti-Christ also known as the man of sin.  Just as the Antichrist will be 

the culmination of a long line of political rulers, so also will he be the ultimate false 

religious leader. In the broadest sense, an "antichrist is anyone who denies the Father 

and the Son" (1 John 2:22), because one who does  

"not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh ... is the deceiver and the 

antichrist" (2 John 7).  

Such charlatans have been around throughout human history.  In the first century, the 

apostle John lamented that "even now many antichrists have appeared" (1 John 2:18; 

cf. 1 John 4:3).  Nevertheless, the Bible predicts that the end times will see an 

unprecedented proliferation of false-christs and anti-christs.  Jesus warned,  
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"Many will come in My name, saying, `I am He!' and will mislead many.... If anyone 

says to you, 'Behold, here is the Christ'; or, 'Behold, He is there'; do not believe 

him; for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and 

wonders, in order to lead astray, if possible, the elect" (Mark 13:6, 21-22).  

Those satanic impostors will culminate in the final Antichrist, who will be more vile, evil, and 

powerful than all the rest. 

The astounding description of the Antichrist presented in the opening verses of this 

chapter is the most gripping, and dramatic one in all of Scripture. However, it was not new 

teaching to John's readers.  John wrote in his first epistle that his readers had "heard 

that antichrist is coming" (1 John 2:18). After describing Antichrist and his activity, the 

apostle Paul reminded the Thessalonians, "Do you not remember that while I was still 

with you, I was telling you these things?" (2 Thessalonians 2:5).  Those passages indicate 

that the truth about Antichrist was common knowledge even in New Testament times. 

The original source of the biblical teaching about the Antichrist is the book of Daniel.  

Daniel 7 pictures the Antichrist as a little horn (v. 8), arising from the ten horns of the fourth 

beast of Daniel's vision. That horn represents a person, since it "possessed eyes like the 

eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts" (v. 8).  Earlier in that verse, Daniel 

notes that "three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before [Antichrist] ," indicating 

that he will destroy three of the other rulers (cf. V. 24) and subjugate the rest during his rise 

to power. 

In verse 25 Daniel said that Antichrist "will speak out against the Most High and wear 

down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in 

law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time"   This counterfeit 

Christ will, as previously noted, persecute God's people. He will also institute a new religion 

(the worship of himself; cf. Dan. 11:36-37; 2 Thess. 2:4), a reign of evil, and will rewrite 

history to suit his purposes. Helping him do so will be his associate, the false prophet (see 

the discussion of 13:11-18 in chapter 5 of this volume).  Let’s look at this verse in a little more 

detail though.  It states that he will intend to make alterations in times and in law.  What does 

that possibly mean?  While we are not 100% sure, altering the times can be different things 

and we can see this through-out history.  This phrase “change in the times” has often been 
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paired with changes in relation to politics, religion, financial, industrial, social change, change 

in science, medicine, technology, philosophically, and even environmental practices and 

ethics.   

Its also interesting that it states that is will alter the law; it doesn’t say laws but law.  Could 

this be a reference to him trying to change God’s law? For example, the 10 commandants? 

The law of Nature? Trying to be God, not live by God’s standard. Sounds like a horrific chaotic 

mess, surely there will be no chance for those who try to live according to the Word of God if 

these changes are to take place… It reminds me of Isaiah 5: 20 

“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light 

for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” 

Another major point of interest in this verse is the time given to the tribulation period.  Time, 

Times and ½ Time.  This is one of the most specific time scale given in the bible.  If you were 

to go through what these people will have to, I’m sure this time scale will be the most 

encouraging thing to hold on to.  Even Daniel held on to the time scale of 70 years, what more 

will these people hold to.  A quick overview of this time scale is as follows:  

Times is a dual period, so this time scale basically implies it will 1 year + 2 years + ½ year which 

equals 3 ½ years [Daniel 7:25; Daniel 12:7, Revelation 12:14], this is also referred to as 3 ½ 

years in Daniel 9:27 and 12:7.  In Revelation 11:2 and 13:5 its referred to as 42 months. In 

Daniel 12:6 and Revelation 11:3 its referred to as 1260 days and finally in Daniel 9:27 it 

referred to ½ week which we will look at it then in more detail.  We are just noting it now.  

Daniel 8:23b-25 gives another glimpse of Antichrist and his reign of terror: 

“A king will arise, Insolent and skilled in intrigue. His power will be mighty but not by 

his own power, And he will destroy to an extraordinary degree And prosper and 

perform his will; He will destroy mighty men and the holy people. And through his 

shrewdness He will cause deceit to succeed by his influence; And he will magnify 

himself in his heart. And he will destroy many while they are at ease. He will even 

oppose the Prince of princes, But he will be broken without human agency." 
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This is indicative of the attitude of most today. “Someone else is looking after it, so take it 

easy!”   The trouble within the church is that most won’t even bother to check things out or 

do the most basic thing like read their Bible.  It’s fast food and finish quick, there is more to 

life than Jesus.  This is how many think, sadly they are greatly mistaken. 

The little horn, this man will be an insolent intimidator, devious, possessing a 

power not his own, a fierce destroyer of his victims, and so arrogant that he will 

dare even to "oppose the Prince of princes" (cf. v. 11), who is the Lord Christ. That  

move wil l  prove fatal .  God's  power  wi l l  fal l  on Antichrist, who "will be broken 

without human agency." 

Like the indescribable fourth beast of Daniel 7:7, which represents the Roman Empire, 

John explains that the Antichrist's final empire will be a composite of the empires that 

preceded it. It will incorporate all the ferocity, viciousness, swiftness, and strength of the 

other world empires. This powerful empire, unparalleled in human history, will be 

Satan's last and greatest attempt to stop the reign of Christ.  But, like all Satan's other 

attempts to thwart God's purposes, it will ultimately fail. 

Because the dragon (Satan) is the source of Antichrist's power, no human force will be 

able to withstand him.  The dragon works his power through the beast, using him to 

make war against God.  Nor will the holy angels intervene, because God's 

supernatural restraint of Antichrist will be removed (2 Thessalonians 2:7).  That will allow 

Antichrist to rise to power at God's appointed time, and will temporarily let sin run its 

course. The Antichrist will share Satan's throne (cf. 2:13), just as the true Christ shares His 

Father's throne (cf. 3:21; 22:1, 3).  Antichrist will possess great authority over the entire 

world; he will have complete, unrestrained freedom of action and will answer to no one. 

Some find it incredible that anyone could rise to such a position of absolute authority. 

There are parallels in human history, albeit on a much smaller scale. Inevitably, turmoil in 

society aids such a ruler's rise to power. Dictators gain control by offering solutions to 

society's seemingly unsolvable problems. Adolf Hitler, for example, took advantage of the 

chaotic economic and political conditions in Germany following World War 1. He 

promised the German people that, under his leadership, their downtrodden nation would 

again rise to a place of prominence, power, and wealth. Desperate for a way out of their 
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dilemma, many people believed his message. Eventually, the Nazi party grew so strong 

that Hitler was appointed chancellor of Germany. From that position, he went on to seize 

absolute power. Antichrist, a dictator more powerful and more evil than Hitler, will rise 

to power amid the frightening and unprecedented chaos of the Tribulation.   

That is a lot of information to take in in one time.  But let’s just end on an encouraging note. 

God has is reasons for allowing things to happen.  Just look at the Greek and Roman empire! 

The Greek Empire enforced Greek as the common language, which is accurate which when 

they translated the Jewish bible into Greek it gave the then known world to read the word of 

God as well as preserve it for us today.  Rome helped also to spread the word by building 

roads in all different directions making it much easier to travel – God sets it all up! Brilliant! 

History also tells us that suffering God can be used to purify the saints, even precaution not 

only separate’s the chaff from the wheat, but the blood of the martyrs is seed to the church. 

We understand that, you say now, but when you’re going through trails personally it’s not 

always as obvious, to hold onto the truth.   

The vision gives three positive responses regarding the implications of the fourth beast’s rule 

which are: 

 

1. There will be a righteous judgment in end and God will prevail. 

2. There will be a second coming of the Son of man who will take His rightful place. 

3. There will be a tremendous victory for the saints who are joined Heir with the Son of 

Man. 

 

The Judgment - In this Psalm 96:10-13, we find all of creation celebrating the fact that God is 

coming to judge the earth. But for many it was only a tune not a teaching, it was a song not a 

scripture, it was a thought not a truth.  You will also see that future judgment far from being 

a dark and negative concept but it is a cause for joy and the reason is again obvious. When 

the believer is suffering unfairness, discrimination, harassment, or outright persecution, there 

one thought is, “how long is it going to last?” and will anything ever be done about it.  
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Human beings long for justice, even the guilty cry out for such when there apprehended, yet 

many never get it in this life.  Daniel tells us very clearly that this is not the end of the matter. 

One day justice will be met and no one or thing will be overlooked.  Records have been kept 

of every single horror and injustice committed by humanity.  When the court of heaven sits 

and God, the Ancient of Days, presides the books will be open and measured, Holy justice in 

righteous will be done.  For the wicked there is only one verdict, no escape, ever.  

 

The Coming of the Son of Man - The Bridegroom is coming for the bride.  In Western society, 

it’s the bride that is the centre of attention but in the Bible, it is the Groom.  In some Eastern 

countries that’s exactly how it is. In the Bible, the Groom comes to bring His bride to His home 

in heaven. The bride must prepare herself and be ready, and that is easy if the heart has a 

deep longing for Him. It’s not “anything will do” kind of preparation it’s all set out in the Word 

of God.  No matter who you are, where you’re from, it’s all the same standard.  For the Jew 

in the Old Testament, it was law and they failed.  For us it is Grace, but how are we doing?  

The saints will receive the kingdom - The word saint means one who is "set apart" and 

therefore "sacred", "holy”.  It refers to those people who, like Daniel, are set apart 

because they in turn have set God apart as their Lord, honouring him above all  

others.  Such people will eventually share in his kingdom.  

This means that all believers of whatever ethnic background will share in that 

kingdom. 

Amen. 
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