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Ministry	of	the	Word	

	
Sunday	02nd	July	2017	

	
by	Vincent	Gannon	

	 	
Scripture:		 Daniel	7:1-8	

Subject:	 Chapter	7,	Part	22	–	The	Four	Beasts	

Chapter	7	 is	 a	prophetic	 chapter	but	 just	before	we	dive	 into	 it,	 let	us	 take	a	moment	 to	

understand	what	is	prophecy,	its	importance	and	how	do	we	know	that	the	person	who	is	

telling	us	the	prophecy	can	be	trusted.		

Ask	the	average	person	“What	is	prophecy?”	and	most	people	will	answer	that	it’s	about	a	

prediction	 of	 something	 that	 will	 happen	 in	 the	 future.	 	 	 Now,	 ask	 a	 Christian	 the	 same	

question,	 should	 their	 answer	 be	 any	 different?	 	Most	would	 say,	 it’s	 actually	 about	God	

showing	the	future,	which	is	a	perfectly	good	answer	but	not	a	completely	accurate	one.		To	

understand	prophecy	from	God,	one	of	the	questions	needed	to	be	asked	is	why?	Why	are	

we	given	this	insight?		Yes,	it’s	an	insight	to	what	will	happen	but	God	reveals	things	to	us	for	

our	 benefit	 and	 spiritual	 well-being.	 Yes,	 God	 wants	 to	 prepare	 us	 mentally	 as	 well	 as	

spiritually	for	the	things	that	are	to	take	place.		It	is	to	encourage	God’s	people	to	trust	in	Him,	

as	well	as	to	warn	them.		Job	36:12	tells	us		

“But	if	they	do	not	listen,	they	perish	by	the	sword	and	die	without	knowledge.”	

So	while	it’s	one	thing	to	gain	insight,	it’s	another	to	heed	the	warnings.		Remember	God	gave	

Israel	many	prophecies	which	entailed	warnings	of	the	consequences	 if	 they	didn’t	repent	

and	then	when	they	didn’t	repent,	the	prophecies	were	about	what	was	going	to	happen	to	
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them,	hence	they	ended	up	once	again	captives	but	this	time	in	Babylon.			We	can	be	like	the	

Israelites,	we	too	can	ignore	God’s	word	to	our	peril	and	the	Devil	will	take	captive	whoever	

he	can.		

Prophecy	can	be	very	straight	forward	but	not	always.		We	can	look	at	many	Old	Testament	

ones	and	see	them	clearly	because	they	were	fulfilled.	In	addition	to	this,	the	very	accuracy	

of	Biblical	predictions	sets	God	aside	from	all	that	men	have	ever	call	“god”.			

Isaiah	41:23	-	

“Show	the	things	that	are	to	come	hereafter,	That	we	may	know	that	you	are	gods;	
Yes,	do	good	or	do	evil,	That	we	may	be	dismayed	and	see	it	together.”	

Prophecy	 in	Scripture	 is	more	than	evidence	of	 the	existence	of	God.	 	Prophecy	says	a	 lot	

about	God’s	involvement	in	the	lives	of	His	people.		God	seeks	a	personal	relationship	with	

man.		God	in	Old	and	New	Testament	times	raised	up	prophets	who	spoke	into	the	currant	

situations	as	well	as	foretelling	the	future	just	like	Daniel.		Today	God	also	raises	up	gifts	in	

the	church	such	as	teaching	and	preaching	but	there	are	modern	day	prophets	who	don’t	add	

to	Scripture	which	is	an	extremely	important	point	to	remember,	but	these	people	are	used	

by	 God	 to	 reveal	 things	 such	 as	 warning	 of	 pending	 danger,	 or	 make	 known	 words	 of	

knowledge	 to	 an	 individual.	 	 Prophecy	 can	 be	 used	 to	 encourage	 the	 saints	 or	 correct	 in	

accordance	with	the	word	of	God.	

Note	 that	 the	 prophetic	 movement	 in	 Israel	 was	 not	 primarily	 to	 authenticate	 the	

supernatural.	It	was	given	in	fulfilment	of	God’s	promise	to	His	people	that	He	would	speak	

to	 them	and	give	 them	 fresh	guidance.	This	 can	be	 seen	all	over	 the	Old	Testament	 from	

Genesis	to	Malachi,	be	it	the	audible	voice	of	God	to	an	individual,	like	Moses	for	instances,	

or	the	voice	of	God	via	the	prophet,	but	mostly	through	the	Word.	

Prophets	and	their	ministry	

If	you	were	to	sit	down	and	trace	through	the	Old	Testament,	you	will	find	several	
characteristics	of	the	prophet’s	ministry.			

1	Samuel	9:9	–	“Formerly	in	Israel,	when	a	man	went	to	inquire	of	God,	he	spoke	
thus:	“Come,	let	us	go	to	the	seer”;	for	he	who	is	now	called	a	prophet	was	
formerly	called	a	seer.”	
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The	prophet’s	roll	was	to	ensure	the	faith	of	the	people	and	their	adherence	to	God’s	law.	

Note	that	the	prophet’s	words	always	sprung	from	the	context	of	their	own	times,	and	were	

generally	addressed	to	their	contemporaries	as	well	as	forth-telling	events.			They	predicted	

events	that	had	a	big	impact	on	Israel	as	a	nation,	for	example;	Famine,	War,	Judges,	Kings,	

Corrections,	Consequences	of	their	sin	and	Restorations.	God’s	prophets	gave	guidance	from	

God	such	as	military	actives	or	how	to	deal	with	people	and	also	these	prophets	were	used	to	

speak	to	individuals	about	their	personal	lives.	Let’s	just	make	sure	that	we	do	not	lose	the	

fact	 that	 the	 prophets’	main	 focus	was	 always	 looking	 at	 the	 ongoing	 relationship	 of	 the	

people	with	their	Lord	as	well	as	their	own	personal	walk	with	God.		

God	warned	his	people	many	times	about	false	prophet.		Just	look	at	Deuteronomy	18:9-22.		

This	passage	contains	one	of	the	most	significant	instructions	given	by	Moses	to	the	people	

of	Israel	just	before	they	pass	over	into	the	land	of	Cannae,	which	was	the	Promised	Land.			

“And	it	shall	be	that	whoever	will	not	hear	My	words,	which	He	speaks	in	My	name,	
I	will	require	it	of	him.		But	the	prophet	who	presumes	to	speak	a	word	in	My	name,	
which	I	have	not	commanded	him	to	speak,	or	who	speaks	in	the	name	of	other	gods,	
that	prophet	shall	die.’		And	if	you	say	in	your	heart,	‘How	shall	we	know	the	word	
which	the	LORD	has	not	spoken?’—		when	a	prophet	speaks	in	the	name	of	the	LORD,	
if	the	thing	does	not	happen	or	come	to	pass,	that	is	the	thing	which	the	LORD	has	
not	spoken;	the	prophet	has	spoken	 it	presumptuously;	you	shall	not	be	afraid	of	
him.”	

In	these	verses	we	have	the	decisive	test.		It	the	predictions	of	the	prophet	do	not	come	to	

pass	then	their	words	can	be	discounted	and	they	should	not	be	heeded.			Even	if	the	events	

come	to	past	Jesus	warns	us	in	Matthew’s	Gospel	that	should	they	even	do	signs	and	wonders	but	

preach	another	gospel	than	they	are	to	be	rejected.		

False	prophets	where	not	just	found	in	old	testament	times,	but	even	in	the	New	Testament	

there	are	instances	where	false	teachers	and	prophets	were	a	topic	that	Paul	warned	the	early	

church	about.		In	fact,	throughout	the	history	of	the	church,	even	today,	we	can	see	the	effect	

false	prophets	are	having	on	those	who	do	not	know	the	word	of	God.		Satan	himself	uses	the	

counterfeit	to	destroy	God’s	people	and	their	confidence	in	God.		Yes,	it’s	not	just	the	false	

prophets	outside	the	church	that	we	need	to	be	aware	of,	but	those	that	sit	next	to	us.		

	“There	is	a	way	that	seems	right	unto	man	but	the	end	thereof	is	the	way	of	
death”	Proverbs	14:12.	
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The	Israelites	who	were	lead	out	of	Egypt	by	God	himself,	fell	back	to	the	false	gods	of	Egypt	

when	things	got	tough,	yes	the	trials	in	their	journey	showed	what	was	truly	in	their	heart,	

just	like	our	own	trails	today	can	reveal	what’s	really	going	on	in	our	hearts.		This	was	not	the	

only	time	for	the	Israelite	people	to	turn	their	eyes	to	other	gods	and	listen	to	false	prophets.	

Their	ways	were	known	to	God	who	describe	them	as	“detestable	practices”.		Due	to	their	

lack	of	heed	to	the	prophets	of	God	and	their	unfaithfulness	to	God	and	his	law,	their	history	

has	not	been	as	victorious	as	God	intended.	We	as	a	church	and	as	Christians	need	to	take	

serious	note	of	that.		

It	 is	 even	more	 striking	 for	 us,	 looking	 back	 over	 the	 centuries,	 to	 see	 the	 accuracy	 both	

historically	and	scripturally	with	which	Daniel	outlined	centuries	of	world	history	between	his	

own	day	and	the	coming	of	Jesus.			Surely	God	can	boldly	proclaim	the	words	He	declares	in	

Isaiah	42:9		

“Behold,	the	former	things	have	come	to	pass,	And	new	things	I	declare;	Before	
they	spring	forth	I	tell	you	of	them.”	

	
Personally	I	believe	we	will	find	it	exciting	because	we	are	beholding	our	God	at	work	in	the	

affairs	of	men.		Knowing	that	He	is	our	God	as	well	and	as	much	interested	in	you	and	I	as	he	

was	in	Daniels	day.		

	

Background	of	Chapter	7	

Jesus	personally	endorsed	Daniel	as	a	prophet,	he	told	us	to	note	the	following	in	Matthew	
24:15	in	relation	to	end	times	–		

“Therefore	when	you	see	the	‘abomination	of	desolation,’	spoken	of	by	Daniel	the	
prophet,	standing	in	the	holy	place”	(whoever	reads,	let	him	understand).”	

This	chapter	is	the	last	chapter	in	Daniel	that	was	written	in	Aramaic.		The	previous	chapters	

one	to	six	had	to	do	with	happenings	within	Babylon	and	the	various	rulers	with	the	exception	

of	chapter	two,	that	is,	when	Nebuchadnezzar	had	the	interpretation	to	a	dream	which	had	

to	do	with	the	Gentile	world,	and	the	dominant	empires	that	would	rule.		Time	of	the	Gentiles	

start	with	Nebuchadnezzar	but	will	end	with	the	antichrist	the	“man	of	sin”.		The	term	‘The	

time	 of	 the	 gentiles’	 comes	 from	 Luke	 21:24	 but	 it	 should	 not	 be	 confused	 with	 Paul’s	

statement	regarding	the	fullness	of	the	gentiles	in	relation	to	the	church.		
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As	our	illustration	shows	in	relation	to	the	Organisation	of	the	first	7	books	of	Daniel	:			

Chapters	1-7	

1. Deported	as	a	teenager	
2. Nebuchadnezzar’s	Dream	
3. Bow	or	Burn:	The	Furnace	
4. Nebuchadnezzar’s	Pride	
5. The	Fall	of	Babylon	&	the	writing	on	the	wall	
6. The	Lion’s	Den	
7. Daniel	vision	–	The	Time	of	the	Gentiles		

Then	we	have	what	few	believers	realise	that	this	book	is	not	in	chronological	order.		You	
will	be	able	to	see	that	on	the	PowerPoint	illustrated.		That’s	not	the	way	it	is	presented	to	
us	in	the	actual	book,	and	the	reason	has	to	do	with	the	accounts,	as	simple	as	that.		By	the	
way	it	lines	up	perfect	with	the	historical	records.		

So	let’s	just	quickly	look	at	how	the	book	is	set	for	us	of	Daniel’s	full	written	account.	

THE	BOOK	OF	DANIEL	
HISTORICAL	

1. Introduction	
2. King’s	Dream	
3. Bow	or	Burn!	
4. King’s	Ego	Trip	

	
	

5. Fall	of	Babylon	–	Writing	on	the	Wall	
6. Daniel	in	the	Lion’s	Den	

PROPHECIES	
	
	
	
	

7. Daniel’s	Vision		
8. Ram	and	Goat	

	
	

9. The	70	Weeks	
10. The	Dark	Side	
11	&	12				Conclusion	

	

Daniel’s	writings	would	have	been	given	to	the	Jews	in	his	day	for	their	use.	 	As	they	read	

them,	the	false	notions	they	held	in	relation	to	any	prophecies	given	in	particular	by	Jeremiah	

and	Ezekiel,	would	be	dispelled	 (for	example	 they	clung	only	 to	 Jeremiah	30:8-11	without	

looking	at	the	whole	book	in	context).	 	They	flattered	themselves	with	the	hope	that	after	

they	returned	to	the	land	they	would	have	no	more	trouble.		God	through	His	prophets	warns	

them,	that	would	not	be	the	case,	which	not	only	history	correlates	but	also	you	just	need	to	

put	on	the	news	to	see	the	truth	spoken	in	these	Scriptures.			

Written	in	
Aramaic
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Likewise,	Christ	has	told	us	in	the	first	sermon	He	preached	that	we,	the	church,	part	of	the	

body	of	God,	would	be	persecuted	Matthew	5:10.		Again	at	the	end	of	the	chapter	Jesus	tells	

us	the	same	with	emphases,	in	verses	43-48.		If	you	study	the	theme	of	persecution	it	goes	

on	into	the	book	of	Revelation.	The	saints	will	only	find	rest	at	Jesus’	feet	but	in	the	mean-

time,	we	are	to	be	His	witnesses.				

I	once	read	the	following,	I	can’t	remember	the	author	but	anyway	here	it	is:	

“The	natural	man	therefore	will	not	tolerate	a	God	who	governs	history,	but	will	have	only	
a	 god	 governed	 by	 history	 and	 process	 and	 himself	 the	 product	 thereof.	 	 Every	 biblical	
depiction	 of	 God	 is	 thus	 a	 standing	 offense,	 a	 presentation	 of	 a	 raw	God	who	must	 be	
reshaped	 to	 conform	 to	 the	 narrowness	 of	 man’s	 mind	 and	 subjected	 to	man’s	 radical	
demand	for	his	own	ultimacy	and	autonomy.		Accordingly,	predictive	prophecy	is	ruled	out	
of	court	on	“a	priori”	grounds;	it	is	adjudged	to	be	religiously	and	historically	offensive,	as	
indeed	it	 is	to	would-be	autonomous	man,	and	is	supplanted	with	a	picture	of	history	as	
brute	factuality,	a	chaos	out	of	which	man	and	cosmic	processes	coming	to	focus	in	man	are	
bringing	 order,	 light,	 and	 meaning.	 The	 result	 is	 the	 conversion	 of	 history	 into	 myth,	
whereas	Daniel	gives	us	the	rescue	of	history	from	the	constructs	of	man	the	myth-maker.”	
	
In	other	words	man	wants	to	be	in	control	of	history.	Look	at	the	foolishness	of	the	age	of	
the	earth.	No	scientist	can	tell	us	how	they	measure	this,	or	produce	the	evidence	for	it	but	
mention	God	or	the	Bible	and	they	demand	that	evidence	be	shown.			God	not	only	controls	
time	and	history	in	the	world	but	also	in	us.		
	

Chapter	7:1-8	–	Let’s	commence!	

Verse	1	–		

“In	the	first	year	of	Belshazzar	king	of	Babylon,	Daniel	had	a	dream	and	visions	of	
his	head	while	on	his	bed.	Then	he	wrote	down	the	dream,	telling	the	main	facts.”	

This	is	the	first	vision	Daniel	records	for	us	that	he	received	from	God	in	relation	to	times	yet	

to	come.		This	vision	was	informing	Daniel	of	God’s	plan	for	the	gentile	nations	from	God’s	

perspective	not	man’s,	 as	he	had	already	given	 to	King	Nebuchadnezzar	 in	 chapter	2.	 	 Its	

importance	may	have	been	lost	on	the	king	after	a	time,	but	God	certainly	made	sure	that	not	

only	would	it	be	recorded	and	ahead	of	time,	but	that	God’s	perspective	and	purpose	would	

be	revealed	to	us.		God	revealed	to	Daniel	that	there	was	more	to	it	then	the	rise	and	fall	of	

kingdoms.		God	was	about	to	unleash	events	that	will	eventually	bring	this	world	to	an	end,	

not	in	the	way	man	envisions	but	by	the	hand	of	God.		King	Belshazzar	in	this	chapter	is	the	

same	 fellow	 from	 chapter	 5,	 but	 it	 is	 important	 to	 note	 that	 this	 vision	 occurred	 during	
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Belshazzar	first	year	of	his	reign.		It	was	just	on	the	brink	of	when	the	fulfilment	of	the	head	

of	Babylon	and	the	first	beast	where	to	come	to	an	end.		Note	if	you	will,	that	it	plainly	states	

that	not	every	detail	was	recorded,	only	the	main	facts,	simple	and	true.		

“Daniel	spoke,	saying,	“I	saw”	

From	verse	2	onwards	Daniel	communicates	directly	in	the	first	person,	not	as	before	in	his	

historical	accounts.	 	 It	may	appear	 to	some	as	 terrifying	but	 in	 reality	 it	 is	God’s	mercy	to	

reveal	His	purpose	to	us	all,	so	that	we	may	respond	accordingly.		His	Word	is	for	His	people	

first	and	foremost	then	through	them	to	the	world.		It	was	the	same	responsibility	given	to	

the	“chosen”	people	but	they	failed.		The	same	responsibility	is	now	ours	and	what	will	we	

do?			

Verse	two	to	eight			

The	similarity	between	verse	two	and	Revelation	13	verse	one	is	striking.	What	does	it	mean?	

This	sea,	these	four	winds	of	heaven,	are	they	angelical	beings?		The	word	wind	in	the	Hebrew	

can	be	translated	“spirit”	but	can	also	be	referring	to	war	(Jeremiah	49:36).		Now	when	we	

look	 at	 the	 four	 nations	 in	 question,	 we	 know	 that	 they	 didn’t	 not	 come	 about	 through	

completely	peaceful	means.		The	four	winds	are	also	mentioned	in	Jeremiah	23:19;	Zacharias	

6:1-6;	Zacharias	7:14	and	Revelation	7:1-3.	Could	they	be	also	literal	at	any	point?	Why	not.	

Is	there	anything	that	God	cannot	do	with	His	creation?		Whichever	you	take	on	this	matter,	

does	not	really	alter	what	is	about	to	take	place.	

He	 said	 that	 these	 beasts	 he	 saw	were	 coming	 from	 the	 sea.	 	 So	was	 it	 reference	 to	 the	

Mediterranean	Sea	or	could	it	mean	heaven	is	involved?		The	sea	can	also	be	used	as	a	symbol	

for	the	mass	of	humanity,	nations	(Revelation	17:5).	 	We	know	that	 in	the	 latter	days,	the	

world	will	be	worse	then	the	terrible	empires	that	ruled	then.	

Daniel	goes	through	four	various	“beasts”,	what	they	look	like.	 	 In	verses	17	and	18	of	the	

same	chapter,	an	interpretation	is	given	to	us	of	who	these	beasts	represent.		

‘Those	great	beasts,	which	are	four,	are	four	kings[c]	which	arise	out	of	the	earth.		
But	the	saints	of	the	Most	High	shall	receive	the	kingdom,	and	possess	the	kingdom	
forever,	even	forever	and	ever.’	

The	first	three	beast	have	come	and	have	gone.			
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The	first	beast,	verse	4	–		

“The	first	was	like	a	lion,	and	had	eagle’s	wings.	I	watched	till	its	wings	were	plucked	
off;	and	it	was	lifted	up	from	the	earth	and	made	to	stand	on	two	feet	like	a	man,	
and	a	man’s	heart	was	given	to	it.”	

	

This	beast	has	been	illustrated	to	us	on	the	gates	of	Babylon	and	it	clearly	represents	Babylon.		

In	this	vision	the	beast	stands	like	a	man,	in	reality,	King	Nebuchadnezzar	was	given	a	new	

heart,	first	his	was	humbled	by	been	given	a	heart	like	an	animal,	but	then	he	was	raised	up	

to	stand	like	a	man	with	a	new	heart.		Babylon	was	the	kingdom	that	destroyed	Israel	as	a	

nation	and	brought	them	into	slavery.		It	annihilated	the	temple	of	God	and	stole	its	sacred	

objects.	Babylon	 levelled	 its	capital	 Jerusalem	and	over	a	period	of	time,	4	 invasions	 later,	

nearly	wiped	Israel	completely	off	the	map.		However,	it	would	not	be	forgotten	as	a	literal	

place	but	also	symbolically	as	we	see	in	the	Old	and	New	Testament.					

	
Verse	5,	the	second	beast	–		

“And	suddenly	another	beast,	a	second,	like	a	bear.	It	was	raised	up	on	one	side,	and	
had	three	ribs	in	its	mouth	between	its	teeth.	And	they	said	thus	to	it:	‘Arise,	devour	
much	flesh!’	

	
This	beast	was	like	a	bear,	not	a	actual	bear.		Bears	are	less	regal	than	lions,	but	have	formative	

strength.	 	This	Beast	represent	the	Medo-Persian	Empire.	 It	was	raised	up	on	one	side,	as	

history	tells	us	that	the	Persian	part	of	this	partnership	was	much	stronger.		One	of	the	Kings	

of	 the	 Persian	 Empire	 in	 fact	 fielded	 a	 army	 that	 had	 2.5	million	 soldiers.	 Yes	 they	were	

ponderous,	slow	but	very	very	powerful.	They	won	battles	many	times,	without	going	into	

battle,	just	by	the	size	of	it	scared	the	opposition.		The	3	ribs	referred	to	in	this	vision	could	

refer	to	the	3	major	conquests	won	without	battle	–	Babylon,	Egypt	and	Lydia,	all	of	which	

established	this	empire,	Isaiah	13	and	other	places.			

	
Verse	6	–		

“After	this	I	looked,	and	there	was	another,	like	a	leopard,	which	had	on	its	back	four	
wings	of	a	bird.	The	beast	also	had	four	heads,	and	dominion	was	given	to	it.”	

	
The	third	beast	was	another	winged	beast,	one	that	moved	fast,	didn’t	seem	to	touch	the	

ground.		This	beast	represents	Alexander	the	great	and	its	4	heads	referees	to	the	4	generals	

that	 were	 left	 behind	 to	 govern	 –	 Cassander,	 Lysimacus,	 Ptolemy	 and	 Seleucus	 after	

Alexander	died	at	an	early	age,	in	his	thirties.		This	type	of	ruling	covered	more	territory	than	
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the	 prior	 two	 Kingdoms	 and	 lead	 the	 way	 of	 spreading	 Greek	 as	 the	 main	 language,	 in	

particular,	for	commerce.		It	was	during	the	four	generals	ruling	that	the	Hebrew	texts	where	

translated	into	Greek	known	as	the	Septuagint.		

	

Despite	 the	 awful	 times	 that	 the	 conquered	 people	 went	 through,	 God	 used	 the	 differ	

empires	to	accomplish	great	things.	In	the	Babylonian	Empire	for	instances	the	God	of	Daniel	

was	recognised	and	published.	During	the	Med-Persian	empire	the	Temple	was	rebuilt	and	

Jerusalem	was	raised	from	the	ashes.	During	the	Greek	reign	the	Bible	was	translated	into	the	

common	or	most	widely	spoken	language	of	the	time	and	preached	throughout	that	Empire.	

These	Kingdoms	used	the	resources	of	each	people	they	conquered.		They	didn’t	completely	

destroy,	if	at	all,	they	used	the	best	of	the	best	of	the	conquered	people	to	add	value	to	their	

own	empire.		

	
Verse	7	–	
“After	this	I	saw	in	the	night	visions,	and	behold,	a	fourth	beast,	dreadful	and	terrible,	
exceedingly	strong.	It	had	huge	iron	teeth;	it	was	devouring,	breaking	in	pieces,	and	
trampling	the	residue	with	its	feet.	It	was	different	from	all	the	beasts	that	were	before	it,	
and	it	had	ten	horns.”	
Verse	8	–		
“I	was	considering	the	horns,	and	there	was	another	horn,	a	little	one,	coming	up	among	
them,	before	whom	three	of	the	first	horns	were	plucked	out	by	the	roots.	And	there,	in	
this	horn,	were	eyes	like	the	eyes	of	a	man,	and	a	mouth	speaking	pompous	words.”	
	
These	two	verses	describe	the	Roman	Empire.		This	beast	was	not	given	any	animal	type	of	

description	unlike	the	prior	three	beasts,	it	was	too	dreadful	and	terrible.	Rome,	took	pride	

what	it	could	destroy.		In	chapter	2,	we	see	the	description	of	this	kingdom	with	10	toes,	here	

we	 see	 it	 with	 10	 horns.	 	 Daniel	 vision	 is	 telling	 us	 more	 about	 this	 Kingdom	 than	

Nebuchadnezzar’s	vision.		In	verse	8,	it	describes	an	eleventh	horn,	a	little	one	which	reveals	

to	us	that	it	will	have	the	emerging	leaders.		3	of	these	horns	obviously	didn’t	get	with	the	

programme	and	were	dealt	with	accordingly.		Now,	a	horn	may	seem	like	a	strange	idiom	to	

us	but	not	for	people	in	ancient	time	or	in	ancient	literature.		The	horn	represents	the	power	

of	an	animal	which	was	exemplified	by	its	horn	and	a	idiom	for	authority	and/or	power.	This	

vision	said	that	the	eyes	where	 like	that	of	a	man.	 	So	we	often	say	that	the	eyes	are	the	

window	to	 the	 soul,	possible	 if	 could	 refer	 to	were	 this	person	originates	 from,	or	who	 is	

actually	controlling	him.	The	mouth	on	this	horn	speaks	great	things.		So	we	know	that	this	is	
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not	just	an	office	but	a	person.	(more	about	him	in	Chapter	11	&12)	This	is	the	first	time	that	

this	person	shows	up	and	it’s	in	the	book	of	Daniel.		

The	Roman	Empire	prophetically	fulfilled	all	of	the	old	testament	scriptures	concerning	the	

suffering	and	death	of	the	Messiah.			

This	empire	has	two	sides	to	it,	and	this	was	pointed	out	in	the	feet	of	the	great	statue.	

The	first	part	of	 the	empire,	which	was	represented	 in	Nebuchadnezzar’s	vision	as	the	 leg	

made	of	iron	has	come	to	an	end,	But	what	of	the	last	empire	the	one	of	iron	and	clay?		The	

last	great	dictator!		The	one	that	the	Bible	speaks	about.		What	will	proceed	his	entry	onto	

the	stage	of	this	world.	Do	we	know?	Yes,	we	do	but	we	do	not	know	the	exact	time	of	the	

event,	but	from	how	the	world	is	taking	stage,	it	will	be	soon.		

This	is	the	first	indication	we	read	about	the	Antichrist.		In	verse	8	it	describes	the	Anti-

Christ	as	a	little	horn	and	there	is	great	focus	on	it	in	the	interpretation	given	to	Daniel	

from	verses	15	onwards.		

Before	we	get	 to	 verse	9,	which	has	 to	do	with	heaven	and	what	a	 subject	 to	 life	 the	

heart!	And	we	will	come	to	that	next	time,	let	us	just	examine	what	we	are	to	make	of	all	

that	we	have	just	talked	about.			

1	–	We	need	to	be	sure	that	we	are	truly	in	Christ	or	we	could	be	overtaken	by	the	event	

yet	 to	 come	 and	 be	 scared	 to	 trust	God.	 You	 need	 to	make	 sure	 that	 it	wasn’t	 just	 a	

profession	 of	 faith,	 that	 it’s	 not	 just	 a	 Sunday	 morning	 reality	 but	 that	 you	 have	

completely	repeated	of	your	sins	and	seek	to	walk	with	Him	daily	and	obey	His	word.		

2	–	We	need	to	give	serious	considerations	to	the	prophecies	in	the	bible,	not	just	those	

that	have	already	been	 fulfilled	but	 those	 that	 are	 too	be	 fulfilled.	Watching	with	our	

eyes	opened	and	are	hearts	prepared	to	go	before	the	King	of	kings,	least	we	be	like	the	

Pharisees	and	those	who	did	not	believe	that	Jesus,	the	fulfilment	of	Scripture	was	who	

He	said	He	is.		How	aware	are	we	really	of	the	days	in	which	we	live	in?		How	aware	are	

we	of	the	events	taking	place	are	setting	up	for	the	coming	of	the	last	dictator?	

3	–	With	the	point	just	given,	are	we	really	concerned	about	the	days	in	which	we	live?		

Does	it	drive	us	to	pray	for	the	church	and	what	it	is	facing?		For	the	unsaved	as	to	their	
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end	and	for	the	youth	and	the	influences	they	have	to	endure	without	knowing	that	they	

are	being	brain	washed.			

4	–	Do	we	possess	enough	of	Scripture	to	discern	between	true	and	false	prophets?		Are	

we	supporting	ministries	that	are	not	biblically	based	but	ego	based?		If	you	are	unsure,	

is	this	not	the	time	to	change	your	thinking	and	become	an	active	Bareen	(Acts	17).	

5	–	With	this	 in	mind,	are	we	 interested	 in	the	study	of	the	Word	so	as	to	deepen	our	

relationship	with	God.		So	many	have	more	time	and	interest	in	the	pursuit	of	frivolous	

things.		No	wonder	so	many	who	profess	faith	are	tossed	to	and	fro	like	the	sea.			

I	know	that	I	have	asked	you	a	lot	of	questions	here	in	the	closing,	but	please	mediate	on	

them	 and	 answer	 them	 for	 yourself.	 	 Remember	 the	 answer	 you	 give	 and	 how	 you	

respond	will	 result	 in	 you	 have	 to	 take	 ownership	when	 you	 are	 giving	 an	 account	 to	

Jesus.	

 

Amen. 

	

	

	

	

	


