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Ministry	of	the	Word	

	
Sunday	02nd	April	2017	

	
by	Vincent	Gannon	

	 	
Scripture:		 Daniel	3:4-30	

Subject:	 Chapter	3,	Part	12	-	Uncompromising	faith	in	the	fiery	furnace	

Did	they	all	hold	to	the	king’s	beliefs,	those	who	were	gathered	there	on	that	faithful	day?		I	

doubt	it	very	much,	but	if	they	did	have	a	different	view	point,	they	were	not	letting	on	to	

anyone,	in	what	or	in	whom	they	believed.		This	morning	we	are	going	to	be	examining	the	

theme	in	this	chapter,	which	I	have	entitled,	“Uncompromising	faith	in	the	fiery	furnace”.		A	

very	important	lesson	for	our	day	and	for	some	it	is	a	timely	one	as	well.	

We	could	do	one	of	two	things	with	this	chapter.		One	-	we	could	sit	in	judgment	of	the	people	

then,	in	the	light	of	the	outcome	later	on	in	the	book.		That’s	our	natural	selves,	isn’t	it,	doing	

what	comes	“naturally”.		Find	someone	worst	off	then	ourselves,	judge	them,	and	feel	that	

we	are	not	so	bad	after	all!	Then	go	away	and	be	as	empty	as	before.		Or,	we	could	go	with	

the	better	choice,	which	is,	to	ask	the	Lord	to	teach	us	valuable	lessons	He	has	for	life	and	

growth	 in	 faith	which	would	be	 invaluable	 to	us,	and	which	would	ultimately	magnify	our	

Lord.		You	always	have	a	choice,	which	ever	one	it	is,	you	will	be	held	accountable	before	God	

for	that	decision.			
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Strong	or	Weak	Loyalties?	

It’s	amazing	how	fickle	our	loyalties	are,	isn’t	it?		Dependent	upon	certain	external	or	internal	

pressures,	we	get	swayed	so	very	easily	by	the	circumstances	and	who	we	want	to	influence	

or	impress.		This	is	just	a	part	of	life	for	most	people.		I	hope	as	we	study	Daniel	chapter	3	we	

can	do	what	we’ve	done	so	many	times	already	in	the	book	of	Daniel,	and	that	is,	we	can	learn	

to	draw	a	line,	and	call	that	line	conviction,	determining	in	our	minds	and	hearts	that	we’ll	

never	descend	below	that	line.			

That	isn’t	easy	to	do.		Let	me	give	you	a	simple	way	to	look	at	it.		Our	decisions,	our	attitudes,	

and	 our	 behaviours	 are	 determined	 by	 one	 of	 two	 things:	 	 External	 pressure	 or	 internal	

principle.		Let	me	say	it	again.		Our	attitudes,	our	decisions	and	our	behaviours	are	determined	

by	one	of	two	things:		External	pressure	or	internal	principle	and	the	battle	is	going	on	all	the	

time	in	our	lives	between	these	two	conflicting	items.		Remember	the	battle	is	not	always	of	

the	mind,	but	it	can	be	spiritual.		

We	can	be	very	good	at	self-justification.		So	a	lot	of	times	when	we	are	tested	by	external	

pressures	we	may	try	to	justify	our	reactions	by	internal	principle.	 	This	makes	us	arrive	at	

some	stage	in	the	process	to	face	our	true	convictions,	in	other	words,	what	we	truly	stand	

for.	

Do	we	 do	what	 we	 do,	 say	 what	 we	 say	 and	 act	 the	 way	we	 act	 because	we	 have	 firm	

convictions	 about	 it	 or	 is	 it	 because	we	 feel	 pressure	 coming	 from	 the	outside?	 	 In	other	

words,	are	your	convictions	somewhat	altered	by	whatever	pressures	are	brought	to	bear	

upon	us?		Of	course	we	are	all,	without	question,	subject	to	this.		There	is	a	possibility	that	

we	may	hold	wrong	or	incorrect	views	Biblically	and	of	course,	it	is	right	and	proper	to	change.		

However,	 I’m	speaking	about	something	very	different.	 	You	see,	we	may	feel	the	need	to	

change	because	everyone	around	us	hold	a	different	opinion	then	what	we	hold	to,	so	we	

change	 in	 order	 to	 be	 accepted.	 	We	 are	 succumbing	 to	 external	 pressure	 for	 the	wrong	

reason.	 	 I	 do	 understand	 that	 many	 have	 strong	 beliefs,	 that	 are	 not	 right	 or	 scriptural	

necessarily,	and	won’t	change.		Nevertheless,	the	opposite	is	also	true	of	those	who	have	the	

truth	but	decide	to	change	it	for	a	lie.			
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Romans	1:25.			
“who	exchanged	the	truth	of	God	for	the	lie,	and	worshiped	and	served	the	creature	rather	
than	the	Creator,	who	is	blessed	forever.	Amen.”	
	
Ephesians	4:25		
“Therefore,	putting	away	lying,	“Let	each	one	of	you	speak	truth	with	his	neighbour,”	for	
we	are	members	of	one	another.”	
	
2	Peter	3:14-18	
“Therefore,	 beloved,	 looking	 forward	 to	 these	 things,	 be	 diligent	 to	 be	 found	by	Him	 in	
peace,	 without	 spot	 and	 blameless;	 and	 consider	 that	 the	 longsuffering	 of	 our	 Lord	 is	
salvation—as	also	our	beloved	brother	Paul,	according	 to	 the	wisdom	given	 to	him,	has	
written	to	you,	as	also	in	all	his	epistles,	speaking	in	them	of	these	things,	in	which	are	some	
things	 hard	 to	 understand,	 which	 untaught	 and	 unstable	 people	 twist	 to	 their	 own	
destruction,	as	they	do	also	the	rest	of	the	Scriptures.	
You	therefore,	beloved,	since	you	know	this	beforehand,	beware	lest	you	also	fall	from	your	
own	steadfastness,	being	led	away	with	the	error	of	the	wicked;	but	grow	in	the	grace	and	
knowledge	of	our	Lord	and	Saviour	Jesus	Christ.	
To	Him	be	the	glory	both	now	and	forever.	Amen.”	

There	are	those	who	have	no	loyalties	at	all	or	those	that	have	so	very	few	that	they	are	not	

quite	certain	what	loyal	even	mean	but	that’s	not	what	we	are	considering.			

We	are	focusing	on	the	believer,	the	Bible	believing	Christian,	not	just	in	the	church	setting	

where	we	are	one	thing	perhaps	and	another	thing	outside	or	away	from	other	Christians.	

When	you	are	working	in	a	business	situation	and	you	have	the	opportunity	to	make	hay,	shall	

we	say,	to	do	very	well	by	yourself	and	close	a	big	deal	by	simply	compromising	a	little	bit,	

maybe	telling	a	small	lie,	cheating	in	a	small	way,	violating	a	rule	that	seems	to	you	rather	

insignificant,	do	you	succumb	to	that	kind	of	external	pressure?		Or,	do	you	act	completely	

and	totally	on	the	basis	of	what	you	know	to	be	proper	biblical	principle	which	should	be	were	

your	internal	resolve	comes	from?		Because,	that’s	really	the	key	issue	as	we	live	and	move	in	

this	world	as	ambassadors	for	Christ.			

Ethics,	that	is	biblical	ethics,	should	be	the	bed	rock	on	which	all	decisions	and	actions	are	

formed	by.		This	is	what	we	are	looking	at.		Not	in	someone	else’s	heart	and	life	but	our	own	

and	frankly,	the	world	if	it	ever	needed	it,	now	needs	men	and	women	who	function	on	strong	

Biblical	internal	principles.		

Loyalty	is	not	a	common	feature	in	people	today.		It	is	neither	fostered	or	featured	in	society	

at	large.	Do	people	even	know	what	real	loyalty	means	or	entails?		Extremism	is	not	loyalty,	
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which	 for	many	who	don’t	 know	 the	difference	 tend	 to	 think	 that	 it	 is,	 but	 a	 look	 at	 the	

dictionary	would	clarify	the	matter!		Perhaps	it	is	worth	looking	into	our	own	hearts	and	minds	

to	see	if	we	understand	the	term	and	if	we	practice	it.		We	know	that	the	Lord	is	so	very	loyal	

to	us	His	children.		Let’s	look	at	a	few	verses	regarding	this	–		

Isaiah	41:17		
“The	poor	and	needy	seek	water,	but	there	is	none,	
Their	tongues	fail	for	thirst.	
I,	the	Lord,	will	hear	them;	
I,	the	God	of	Israel,	will	not	forsake	them.”	
	
Luke	15:4	
“What	man	of	you,	having	a	hundred	sheep,	 if	he	 loses	one	of	them,	does	not	 leave	the	
ninety-nine	in	the	wilderness,	and	go	after	the	one	which	is	lost	until	he	finds	it?	
	
Hebrews	13:5	-	Look	at	this	verse	from	Hebrews	in	the	Amplified	version.	
“Let	your	character	[your	moral	essence,	your	inner	nature]	be	free	from	the	love	of	money	
[shun	greed—be	financially	ethical],	being	content	with	what	you	have;	for	He	has	said,	“I	
WILL	 NEVER	 [under	 any	 circumstances]	 DESERT	 YOU	 [nor	 give	 you	 up	 nor	 leave	 you	without	
support,	nor	will	 I	 in	any	degree	leave	you	helpless],	NOR	WILL	I	FORSAKE	or	LET	YOU	DOWN	or	
RELAX	MY	HOLD	ON	YOU	[assuredly	not]!”			

Do	you	really	believe	that	you	can	trust	God	and	be	loyal	to	Him?		Your	first	reaction	may	be	

to	 shout	 out	 YES!	 But	 this,	 especially	 in	 this	 environment	 can	 be	 an	 automated,	 learned	

response.	 	 To	honestly	 response	 to	 this,	 it	 really	needs	 to	be	 thoroughly	 thought	out	and	

considered,	even	the	consequences	of	the	answer	needs	to	be	taken	to	heart.		This	shouldn’t	

be	a	flash	in	the	pan	answer,	here	today	gone	tomorrow,	as	it	is	with	so	many.	Loyalties	are	

precious	 and	 finding	 a	 fellow	 being	 on	 this	 earth	 that	 will	 remain	 loyal	 to	 the	 end	 is	 an	

extremely	rare	and	precious	find.	 	When	we	look	at	the	Lord,	we	are	overwhelmed	by	His	

faithfulness	and	loyalty	to	us.		Let	me	just	ask,	do	you	reflect	that	in	our	own	lives?		and	I’m	

not	talking	about	unwarranted	loyalties.	

	

In	Their	Shoes		

Now,	as	we	approach	 the	 third	chapter	of	Daniel,	we	 focus	on	 the	 three	young	men	who	

functioned	on	internal	principle	and	they	were	not	subjected	by	the	external	pressures	they	

faced.		As	followers	of	Jesus	Christ,	I	think	we	have	a	lot	to	learn	from	these	three	young	men.			
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Now	for	a	minute,	 I	want	you	to	put	yourself	 in	 this	situation.	 	 I	want	you	to	see	yourself	

standing	with	these	three	young	lads	Shadrach,	Meshach,	and	Abednego.		You	can	close	your	

eyes	if	that	really	helps,	but	don’t	go	to	sleep	as	that	won’t	help!	Think	about	it	carefully	and	

honestly,	 how	 you	 would	 respond	 if	 you	 where	 there,	 or	 even	 if	 you	 where	 in	 a	 similar	

situation?		We	need	to	try	on	their	shoes	this	morning,	(by	the	way	the	Lord	will	make	them	

fit	so	don’t	worry)	and	walk	in	this	word,	God’s	word.			

I	really	want	to	put	myself	in	the	sermon,	and	I	want	you	to	put	yourself	in	the	sermon,	

because	that	is	the	only	thing	that’s	going	to	make	it	meaningful	for	you.		It	doesn’t	really	

matter	that	these	three	Hebrew	young	men	did	what	they	did.		It	doesn’t	really	matter	to	us	

today	unless	there	is	something	here	that	we	have	gained	personally	in	the	way	we	confront	

the	world.			

Let	us	consider	the	following	–		

Do	we	put	God	first?			

Do	we	put	His	Word	first?			

Do	we	do	what	we	do	based	entirely	upon	internal	principle?			

Or	do	we	vacillate,	and	compromise,	and	act	on	external	pressure?	

I	like	to	tell	you	a	short	true	story	about	a	pastor	from	England	who	was	a	Chaplin	in	the	first	

world	war.		Like	so	many	he	had	to	leave	wife,	family,	home	and	all	that.		He	had	only	one	

little	son	and	he	wrote	a	letter	to	him	with	some	sound	advice.		Obviously	he	wrote	it	for	his	

wife	to	read	as	the	little	lad	could	not	yet	read,	but	this	is	what	he	wrote	in	part,	and	please	

listen	carefully.			

“The	first	prayer	I	want	my	son	to	learn	to	say	for	me	is	not,	‘God,	keep	Daddy	safe.’		The	
first	prayer	I	want	my	son	to	learn	is,	‘God,	make	Daddy	brave,	and	if	he	has	hard	things	to	
do,	make	him	strong	to	do	them.’		Life	and	death	don’t	matter,	my	son.		Right	and	wrong	
do.		Daddy	dead	is	Daddy	still.		But	Daddy	dishonoured	before	God	is	something	too	awful	
for	words.		I	suppose	you’d	like	to	put	in	a	bit	about	safety,	too,	as	Mother	would.		Well,	
put	it	in	afterwards,	always	afterwards,	for	it	doesn’t	matter	nearly	as	much	as	been	loyal	

to	God.”	

He	was	right.		Daddy	dead	is	Daddy	still.		But	Daddy	compromised	is	something	awful.		That’s	

the	uncompromising	integrity	that	God	calls	for.		That’s	precisely	what	we	see	in	the	lives	of	
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these	three	men	who	were	able	to	face	external	pressure	that	was	literally	unbelievable.	Their	

decisions	were	based	absolutely	and	only	on	internal	principle	received	through	the	divine	

revelation	that	they	were	taught.		

And	I	say	again,	and	I’m	not	just	talking	about	the	world	of	politics,	or	the	world	of	

government,	or	the	world	of	business.		I’m	telling	you	that	the	church	of	Jesus	Christ	needs	

men	and	women	to	whom	external	pressure	brings	no	fear.		The	reality	of	our	day	is,	there	

are	very	few	who	step	up	to	this	mark	willingly.		It’s	a	big	problem	today	in	the	church,	as	

well	as	a	prophetic	one.		See	Matthew	24.			

One	poet	wrote,		

I	saw	the	martyr	at	the	stake,	
the	flames	could	not	his	courage	shake,	

nor	death	his	soul	appal.	
I	asked	him	whence	his	strength	was	given,	

he	looked	triumphantly	to	heaven	
and	answered,	
‘Christ	is	all.’	

	
	

That	was	the	heart	of	the	three	young	Hebrews,	and	I	trust	that	God	will	give	you	that	same	

heart	as	you	learn	this	morning	from	this	marvellous	passage.		

Now,	the	story	unfolds	with	a	number	of	key	features,	we	did	number	one.		Remember	the	

ceremony,	The	flow	of	the	text	 is	a	narrative	text,	and	 it	 flows	from	the	ceremony,	to	the	

command,	 to	 the	 conspiracy,	 to	 the	 coercion,	 to	 the	 courage,	 the	 consequences,	 the	

companion,	and	the	commendation.			We	are	by	no	means	going	to	cover	them	all	but	this	

outline	just	to	give	you	some	idea	of	what	we	find	here.	

And	curiously,	I	would	just	add	this	observation.		Daniel	isn’t	here	in	this	passage	and	I	think	

that	is	extremely	important	to	us.		We	all	know	of	the	great	character	and	virtue	of	Daniel	as	

indicated	 in	the	first	chapter	and	the	second.	 	We’ve	all	seen	this	tremendous	strength	of	

character	 that	Daniel	had	 in	his	uncompromising	stand	against	 the	king’s	meat,	 the	king’s	

wine,	and	the	king’s	activities.		And	I	think	we	kind	of	felt	that	Hananiah,	Azariah,	and	Mishael	

-	otherwise	known	as	Shadrach,	Meshach	and	Abednego	which	is	their	Babylonian	names	-	
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sort	of	slid	along	on	Daniel’s	coat-tails,	and	just	so	that	we’ll	know	that	wasn’t	the	case,	the	

Lord	conveniently	removes	Daniel.			

He’s	was	 not	 even	 around	when	 all	 of	 these	 things	were	 going	 on	 in	 chapter	 3,	which	 is	

amazing	in	itself	because	this	is	such	a	massive	event	in	the	kingdom	of	Babylon.		It	must	have	

been	that	Daniel	was	out	of	the	country	on	some	very	important	business	as	prime	minister,	

or	whatever	rank	he	had	at	that	particular	time.		Nonetheless,	he	was	not	there	and	these	

three	young	men	stood	together	and	they	stood	courageously.	

I	don’t	think	it	necessary	to	go	into	the	kind	of	detail	we	have	already	looked	at,	but	it	is	worth	

reminding	 ourselves	 just	 briefly	what	 had	happened.	 	Nebuchadnezzar	made	 an	 image,	 a	

massive	statue	to	himself,	identifying	himself,	if	you	will,	as	a	god,	and	demanding	that	all	of	

the	highest	ranking	people	in	the	Babylonian	Empire	fall	down	and	worship	him.		And	as	I	told	

you	before,	the	gold	that	represented	Nebuchadnezzar	 in	Daniel’s	vision	of	the	four	world	

empires	captivated	his	thinking	no	doubt,	and	so	he	decided	to	make	a	massive	statue	all	of	

gold	to	his	own	glory.		It	perhaps	symbolized	the	monarch	and	his	empire	embodied	into	one	

great	reality,	and	he	wanted	everyone	to	bow	down	and	worship	him.		Nebuchadnezzar,	like	

all	 men	 who	 don’t	 know	 God,	 end	 up	 to	 some	 degree	 or	 another,	 worshiping	

themselves.	 	 They	 invent	 gods	 of	 their	 own	 thinking	 to	 fit	 their	 own	mind	 and	 their	 own	

attitude.			

And	having	established	this	great	idol,	and	demanded	that	everybody	worship	it,	this	brought	

these	three	young	men	into	a	very	chilling	decision.	 	They	knew	the	Law	of	God	regarding	

idolatry,	and	they	knew	what	it	was	to	set	up	graven	images,	and	how	heinous	it	was	to	the	

mind	of	God.		They	knew	that	it	was	unacceptable,	and	also	knew	that	they	had	to	face	the	

consequences	of	their	decision.	

Now,	I’m	of	the	conviction,	maybe	you	will	differ	but	I	do	think	that	these	nobles	had	little	

character,	because	in	verse	2	it	says	he	called	them	all,	and	then	in	verse	3	it	lists	them	all	

over	again,	almost	in	a	sarcastic	way,	and	says	they		

“all	stood	before	the	image	that	Nebuchadnezzar	had	set	up.”			

Note,	if	you	will,	that	the	bowing	was	not	in	their	own	time	nor	at	their	own	pace,	it	was	all	

timed	so	that	anyone	who	hesitated	was	easily	picked	out.	
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The	Consequences	

The	consequences	are	seen	in	verse	6.			

“And	whoever	falleth	not	down	and	worshippeth	shall	the	same	hour	be	cast	into	the	midst	
of	a	burning	fiery	furnace”.	(AV)	

Anybody	who	refused	to	bow	down	constituted	a	treasonous	act	and	would	be	sentenced	to	

be	 thrown	 into	 the	 fiery	 furnace.	 	 If	 you’re	 standing	 in	 opposition	 to	 the	 greatness	 of	

Nebuchadnezzar	in	this	world,	you	are	facing	a	death	sentence.	

People	 respond	 to	 external	 circumstances	 and	 external	 pressure.	 	Most	 people,	 now	 I’m	

speaking	about	Christians,	conform	to	whatever	is	required	of	them	rather	than	their	internal	

principle.		So	verse	7	says,		

“Therefore	at	that	time”	(that	precise	moment)	“when	all	the	people	heard	the	sound	of	the	
horn,	the	pipe,	the	lyre,	the	sackbut,	the	psaltery,	and	all	kinds	of	music,	all	the	people,	the	
nations	and	the	languages”	(there	they	are	again)	“fell	down	and	worshipped	the	golden	
image	that	Nebuchadnezzar	the	king	had	set	up.”			

Now	if	you	wanted	to	meet	a	pile	of	non-thinking,	intimidated	people,	that’s	them.		Typical	

approach	to	life.		You	do	whatever	you	need	to	do	to	get	whatever	you	need	to	get,	living	on	

the	lowest	level,	compromising	internal	principle	based	on	external	pressure.		Men	invariably	

bow	to	the	system.		They	bow	to	the	powers	that	be.		They	do	whatever	they	have	to	do	or	

think	that	they	should	do.	 	Afraid	to	lose	their	position,	and	so	they	compromise.	 	 	Now	it	

doesn’t	 tell	 us	 but	 we	 know	 that	 in	 the	 white	 spaces	 here	 something	 else	 was	 going	

on.		Everybody	was	down	except	three	men.		They	no	doubt	stuck	out.		They	didn’t	bow	down.		

It	was	known	to	everyone	in	the	whole	kingdom	the	consequence	that	would	follow.	Not	a	

pleasant	death	to	be	burnt	alive.		

-“But	all	you	have	to	do	is	just	bow,	just	once!”	

Not	for	all	the	gold	left	in	Babylon	would	they	bow.		For	them	there	was	no	wrestling	with	the	

idea	or	decision.		They	were	resolved	in	heart	and	mind.		Nothing	would	or	could	make	them	

bend.		Their	King	is	the	eternal	king	and	Jesus	gives	us	a	wonderful	verse	in	Matthew	10:28	-		

“And	do	not	fear	those	who	kill	the	body	but	cannot	kill	the	soul.	But	rather	fear	Him	who	
is	able	to	destroy	both	soul	and	body	in	hell.”	
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We	don’t	hear	much	about	being	committed	to	Christ	and	to	the	kingdom	of	God	these	days.		

It	seems	the	main	focus	is	all	on	“what’s	in	it	for	me”.		I	believe	Jesus	answers	that	in	the	verse	

we	just	look	at.	Taking	a	stand	for	the	Lord	is	never	easy	until	you	are	convicted	in	heart	as	to	

whom	you	wish	to	please	first.		The	idea	now-a-days	to	please	and	be	accommodating	to	all	

so	that	you	can	reach	them	for	the	Lord	does	not	work.		In	fact,	it	often	works	contra	to	what	

you	set	out	to	do.		

The	illustrations	are	numerous.	Let	me	give	you	one	as	brief	as	 I	can.	The	legendry	author	

whose	writing	are	renowned	for	 their	uplifting	quality,	 J.I.	Packer,	his	position	 in	Christian	

thinking	 was	 also	 widely	 accepted	 as	 conservative.	 He	was	 a	 very	 well-known	 and	much	

sought	after	as	a	conference	speaker,	however,	he	got	involved	nearer	the	end	of	his	life	with	

the	idea	of	evangelicals	and	Catholics	working	together.		Well	one	guess	as	to	whom	won	that	

battle?		We	may	not	be	called	to	make	that	kind	of	stand	or	even	the	one	so	many	are	called	

to	make	which	requires	laying	down	their	lives.		It	might	be	on	a	Biblical	principle	just	to	stand	

for	it,	like	putting	God	first?		In	the	way	so	many	live	their	lives	as	believers,	I	would	not	be	at	

all	surprised	if	the	Lord	is	not	even	10th	on	their	list.		

People	simply	are	unwilling	to	suffer	at	all.		So	when	the	time	comes	as	described	in	the	Bible	

for	instances	let’s	read	Matthew	10:21.		

“Now	brother	will	deliver	up	brother	to	death,	and	a	father	his	child;	and	children	will	rise	
up	against	parents	and	cause	them	to	be	put	to	death.”	

Matthew	24:10	
“And	then	many	will	be	offended,	will	betray	one	another,	and	will	hate	one	another.”	
	

And	what	about	one	of	His	own	Matthew	26:16.		

“So	from	that	time	he	sought	opportunity	to	betray	Him.”	

No	problem	in	handing	you	over	to	suffer	as	long	as	it	is	not	them.	
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The	Conspiracy		

And	so	we	move	to	the	conspiracy	in	verse	8.			

“Wherefore	at	that	time	certain	Chaldeans	came	near,	and	accused	the	Jews.”			

Now	I	told	you	when	we	first	started	to	study	this	book	that	there	were	probably	as	many	as	

75,	at	least,	young	men	who	were	taken	from	the	court	of	Judah	to	the	court	of	Babylon	to	

be	trained	to	work	in	that	court	in	the	matter	of	Jewish	affairs.		But	out	of	all	of	the	75,	it	could	

have	been	more	or	a	few	less	-	but	out	of	all	of	these	young	men	that	were	taken	into	captivity	

who	 were	 the	 sons	 of	 the	 royalty	 of	 Judah,	 only	 4	 of	 them	 ever	 are	 presented	 as	

uncompromising:		Daniel	and	his	three	friends.		

We	don’t	seem	to	mind	conspiracies	as	long	as	we	are	not	part	of	them	in	any	way.	Yet,	when	

you	make	a	stand	for	the	Lord	and	His	truth,	you	happen	come	up	against	schemes	against	

you.		You	become	a	target	for	the	enemy,	so	all	eyes	are	on	the	target	and	not	just	the	enemy	

even	the	Lord	looks	on	and	certainly	the	host	of	heaven.	Will	you	stand	or	fall?	

We	can	safely	assume	that	when	the	music	played	and	everyone	hit	the	deck	there	were	three	

standing	up,	three	young	men	who	had	everything	to	lose	including	their	lives,	according	to	

the	world’s	view	point.		But	they	had	something	that	the	world	did	not	have	or	could	not	buy	

and	 that	 was	 faith	 in	 the	 living	 God.	 	 They	 had	 undoubtedly	 demonstrated	 they	 godly	

characteristics	before	now	which	gave	rise	to	them	being	conspired	against.	Remember	it	had	

to	do	with	a	religious	issue,	whatever	Nebuchadnezzar	personal	motives	might	have	been,	

what	happened	was	not	an	annual	event,	or	even	a	yearly	one	is	was	specially	designed	by	

the	Chaldeans	for	one	purpose	only	-	to	settle	a	score.		

The	Chaldeans,	remember,	were	the	main	stay	in	the	king’s	court.		They	held	the	balance	of	

power.	 	 They	 were	 the	 keepers	 of	 Bel-Merodach	 who	 was	 the	 main	 god	 in	 Babylon.			

Remember	that	they	had	been	side	swiped,	rubbed	up	the	wrong	way,	outsmarted	by	these	

Jews	who	held	a	very	different	worldview	then	them.		They	must	have	felt	reticule,	rejected	

by	the	king	of	all	people.		So	these	believers	had	to	go	or	they	might	take	over	and	change	

everything.		Typical	of	Jewish	history.		Light	verses	the	Darkness,	truth	versa	lies,	good	versa	

evil.		Even	in	those	days	it	was	evident	as	it	is	today,	but	what	of	the	time	to	come	which	we	

read	about	 in	Revelation.	 	The	time	after	we	have	been	raptured	and	the	Spirit	of	God	no	
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longer	 will	 operate	 as	 He	 does	 today?	 	When	 the	man	 of	 sin	 arises	 and	 demands	 to	 be	

worshiped?		

Today	 this	 conspiracy	 is	 taking	place	against	 the	people	of	God.	 	 You	and	 I	 are	no	 longer	

considered	harmless	because	we	hold	to	the	Word	of	God.	No,	we	are	seen	now	in	modern	

society	as	dangerous	 fundamentalist	 that	are	 sin	 crazed	and	who	hold	 to	bible	demented	

rules,	who	worship	a	God	who	punishes	what	man	has	come	to	accept,	a	lie	instead	of	the	

truth.		So	if	you	don’t	wish	to	be	seen	in	this	light	then	you	follow	the	rhyme	told	to	children	

to	keep	them	quite,	in	fact	silenced.	It	goes	like	this.		Zip	it..	Lock	it..	put	the	key	in	your	pocket.	

And	so	many	are	very	happy	to	do	just	that	when	it	comes	to	witnessing	for	Christ.	Are	you	

one	of	them?			Verse	8	says	“they	accused	the	Jews”.		That’s	a	very	interesting	word.		It	literally	

means	“to	eat	the	pieces	of”.		It	is	the	kind	of	thing	that	a	rapacious	animal	would	do	with	a	

carcass.		So	it’s	not	a	legal	term.		It’s	not	talking	about	something	of	a	law	court	accusation,	

but	rather	a	malicious,	hating	desire	to	tear	their	flesh	and	like	cannibals,	they	came	after	

these	three	Jews.			

Let’s	goes	to	verse	10	now	and	the	real	reason	for	their	complaint	can	be	found,		

“Thou,	O	king,	hast	made	a	decree,”	(and	they	go	through	the	whole	deal)	“that	every	man	
that	shall	hear	the	sound	of	the	horn,	pipe,	lyre,	sackbut,	psaltery,	and	dulcimer,	and	all	
kinds	of	music,	shall	fall	down	and	worship	the	golden	image:		And	whoever	falleth	not	
down	and	worshippeth,	that	he	should	be	cast	into	the	midst	of	a	burning	fiery	furnace.”			

And	 they	 got	 it	 pretty	 accurate.	 	 That’s	 pretty	 well	 verbatim	 what	 the	 king	 said.	 	 They	

reiterated	the	standard,	and	then	they	revealed	the	real	issue	in	verse	12.				

Slaves,	imported	hostages,	foreigners,	and	you’ve	made	rulers	out	of	them,	and	they	rule	over	

us.		That	is	what	really	was	eating	at	them.		You	get	a	little	bit	of	the	insight	of	the	appalling	

sin	of	envy.		God	says,	for	example,	in	Proverbs	14:30,		

“A	sound	heart	is	the	life	of	the	flesh:		but	envy	the	rottenness	of	the	bones.”			

J.	Allen	Blair	writes,		

“Envy	in	the	believer	is	as	rotting	bones	in	the	sense	that	spiritual	power	and	usefulness	are	
curtailed.”	
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This	was	the	case	in	the	life	of	Saul.	 	He	had	been	a	great	king,	anointed	of	God	to	be	the	

Lord’s	 witness.	 	 Yet,	 because	 of	 the	 sin	 of	 envy,	 Saul’s	 life	 degenerated	 into	 utter	

uselessness.		Saul	heard	people	singing,		

“Saul	had	slain	his	thousands	and	David	his	ten	thousands.”			

This	was	only	a	song,	but	it	awakened	in	his	heart	the	wicked	passion	of	envy.		The	Song	of	

Solomon	8:6	says,		

“Jealousy	is	cruel	as	the	grave.”			

Jealousy	and	envy	is	like	an	acid.		It	literally	corrodes	the	soul.		It	destroys	the	beauty	of	the	

soul	like	a	grave	destroys	the	beauty	of	the	body.		They	were	being	consumed	by	the	sin	of	

envy	and	so	they	brought	this	to	the	king.		

Now,	notice	that	they	accuse	them	of	three	things,	verse	12.		One,	in	the	middle	of	the	verse,	

“O	king,	these	men	have	not	regarded	thee.”		First	of	all,	they	haven’t	regarded	you.		They	

haven’t	given	attention	to	you.		They	haven’t	responded	to	you.		They	haven’t	given	you	your	

due.	

Is	there	any	substance	to	their	claim?		You	will	have	to	wait	till	next	time	and	find	out.		

But	before	I	finish	–	let’s	just	recap	

Firstly,	we	looked	at	our	own	heart	and	minds	and	ask	what	motivates	are	reaction	to	external	
pressures?		Are	the	biblical	based?		

Secondly,	are	we	truly	loyal	to	the	Lord?		Do	we	know	really	what	this	means	and	willing	to	
live	the	consequences?	

Thirdly,	Based	on	the	first	points,	are	we	ready	to	stand	for	the	Lord	and	His	people?	

Forthly,	Remember	that	a	conspiracy	has	been	formed	against	us	spiritually.		Are	we	praying	
for	those	who	are	making	the	stand	and	for	those	who	are	against	us?	

Lastly,	we	saw	how	envy	and	jealously	can	destroy.		It	can	fuel	the	conspiracy	but	it	can	also	
destroy	the	Christian’s	walk	with	God	as	well	as	their	peace.		While	next	time	I	said	that	we	
are	going	to	look	into	this	further,	it	would	be	a	good	idea	to	go	away	to	think	and	pray	about	
what	your	own	heart	and	mind.		

Amen.	


