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Ministry	of	the	Word	

	
Sunday	19th	March	2017	

	
by	Vincent	Gannon	

	 	
Scripture:		 Daniel	3:1-6	

Subject:	 Chapter	3,	Part	11	-	Faith	in	the	Fiery	Furnace	

We	have	come	a	long	way	from	the	situation	that	Daniel	and	his	friends	faced	in	chapter	one.		

They	were	able	to	meet	it	with	that	great	faith	in	God	and	now	we	see	another	incident	that	

called	for	them	to	trust	in	God.		There	are	many	lessons	to	be	learned	in	this	chapter	but	this	

morning	we	are	going	to	concentrate	on	the	opening	verses	of	chapter	3.		You	might	imagine	

that	all	the	troubles	that	Daniel	and	his	friends	had	where	in	the	past	but	we	would	be	sadly	

mistaken.		The	God	of	Daniel	had	surly	proven	to	be	the	true	God!		The	God	of	Scripture	was	

revealed	 and	 saved	not	 just	 a	 few	 lives,	 and	God’s	 grace,	His	 amazing	 grace	was	without	

question!	Or	was	it?	

There	 is	a	story	told	of	a	catholic	man	who	bought	a	statue	of	Jesus.	 	When	he	brought	 it	

home,	he	set	it	on	the	coffee	table	in	the	centre	of	the	room.		The	wife	came	in	and	thought	

that	it	wasn’t	in	a	suitable	place	so	she	brought	into	the	kitchen.		Their	2-year-old	son	was	

sitting	there,	watching	the	both	of	them	and	asked	them,	“Can’t	you	decide	what	to	do	with	

God?”		A	very	profound	question.	

There	are	a	lot	of	people	in	the	world,	perhaps	you	know	some,	who	don’t	know	what	to	do	

with	God.		The	question	here	in	Daniel	3	is	just	that.		One	man	did	not	know	what	to	do	with	
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God	but	three	men	did.		If	you	think	about	it,	we	can	find	this	theme	running	right	throughout	

Scripture	as	well	as	throughout	human	history.		The	conflict	is	really	between	those	who	give	

God	His	rightful	place	in	their	hearts	and	lives,	and	those	who	don’t,	in	fact,	those	who	refuse	

to	do	so.	

	

Which	God?	

Right	at	the	outset	we	see	a	huge	problem.		Man	is	incurably	religious.		No	matter	where	you	

go	in	the	world,	you	will	find	evidence	of	this	fact,	even	into	the	remotest	parts,	be	they	in	

the	deserts,	the	jungles	or	forests,	you’ll	find	the	evidence,	it’s	there.		You	will	find	that	man	

bows	to	some	form	or	another	substitute	for	God.	The	Scriptures	tells	us	this	in	Romans	1	:18-

23.	

“18	 For	 the	 wrath	 of	 God	 is	 revealed	 from	 heaven	 against	 all	 ungodliness	 and	
unrighteousness	of	men,	who	suppress	the	truth	in	unrighteousness,	19	because	what	
may	be	known	of	God	is	manifest	in	them,	for	God	has	shown	it	to	them.	20	For	since	
the	creation	of	the	world	His	invisible	attributes	are	clearly	seen,	being	understood	
by	the	things	that	are	made,	even	His	eternal	power	and	Godhead,	so	that	they	are	
without	excuse,	21	because,	although	they	knew	God,	they	did	not	glorify	Him	as	God,	
nor	were	thankful,	but	became	futile	in	their	thoughts,	and	their	foolish	hearts	were	
darkened.	22	Professing	to	be	wise,	they	became	fools,	23	and	changed	the	glory	of	
the	incorruptible	God	into	an	image	made	like	corruptible	man—and	birds	and	four-
footed	animals	and	creeping	things.”	

Note	if	you	will	what	the	Spirit	of	God	tells	the	believer,	if	anyone	turns	their	back	on	God,	

they	don’t	go	into	a	vacuum	but	they	will	create	other	gods	out	of	all	sorts	of	created	things	

and	mater.		The	Spirit	of	God	says	that	the	person	will	worship	the	creature	if	he	does	not	

worship	the	Creator.		Not	unlike	Nebuchadnezzar,	man	will	make	the	kind	of	god	he	wants	

and	can	relate	to,	in	fact	it	is	interesting	that	man	usually	becomes	like	the	god	that	he	has	

manufactured.		

The	Old	Testament	is	filled	with	illustrations	of	this,	and	the	end	is	always	the	same.		Man	

creates	his	 own	god	 in	order	 to	 accommodate	his	 sinfulness.	 	 Right	 there	 is	 the	difficulty	

because	if	you	worship	the	true	God	you	have	to	face	your	own	failings,	and	sinfulness.		You	

know	that	there	is	accountability	to	the	true	God	and	that	there	is	justice,	true	justice.	
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Psalm	115	is	very	insightful	let’s	read	it	together.	As	we	do,	you	need	to	remember	that	Israel	

did	not	always	believe	 in	 these	words.	 	They	took	their	eyes	off	 the	Lord	and	their	hearts	

followed	their	eyes.		

1	Not	unto	us,	O	Lord,	not	unto	us,	But	to	Your	name	give	glory,	
			Because	of	Your	mercy,	Because	of	Your	truth.	
2	Why	should	the	Gentiles	say,	“So	where	is	their	God?”	
3	But	our	God	is	in	heaven;	He	does	whatever	He	pleases.	
4	Their	idols	are	silver	and	gold,	The	work	of	men’s	hands.	
5	They	have	mouths,	but	they	do	not	speak;	Eyes	they	have,	but	they	do	not	see;	
6	They	have	ears,	but	they	do	not	hear;	Noses	they	have,	but	they	do	not	smell;	
7	They	have	hands,	but	they	do	not	handle;	Feet	they	have,	but	they	do	not	walk;	
Nor	do	they	mutter	through	their	throat.	
8	Those	who	make	them	are	like	them;	So	is	everyone	who	trusts	in	them.	
9	O	Israel,	trust	in	the	Lord;	He	is	their	help	and	their	shield.	
10	O	house	of	Aaron,	trust	in	the	Lord;	He	is	their	help	and	their	shield.	
11	You	who	fear	the	Lord,	trust	in	the	Lord;	He	is	their	help	and	their	shield.	
12	The	Lord	has	been	mindful	of	us;	He	will	bless	us;	He	will	bless	the	house	of	Israel;		
				He	will	bless	the	house	of	Aaron.	
13	He	will	bless	those	who	fear	the	Lord,	Both	small	and	great.	
14	May	the	Lord	give	you	increase	more	and	more,	You	and	your	children.	
15	May	you	be	blessed	by	the	Lord,	Who	made	heaven	and	earth.	
16	The	heaven,	even	the	heavens,	are	the	Lord’s;		
					But	the	earth	He	has	given	to	the	children	of	men.	
17	The	dead	do	not	praise	the	Lord,	Nor	any	who	go	down	into	silence.	
18	But	we	will	bless	the	Lord,	From	this	time	forth	and	forevermore.	
				Praise	the	Lord!	
	

Genesis	1:27		

“So God created man in His own image; in the image	of	God	He	created	him;	male	
and	female	He	created	them.”	(NKJV)			

But	the	ultimate	rebellion	of	man	is	idolatry,	inventing	his	own	gods.	

We	should	never	make	the	mistake	into	thinking	because	people	don’t	appear	religious	that	

there	is	no	conflict	when	it	comes	to	the	worship	of	the	true	God.		Present	the	true	Gospel	

and	suddenly	conflict	presents	itself.		Man	does	not	like	to	have	his	“god”	ridiculed	or	mocked	

or	worst	still,	to	have	it	exposed	as	false.	Daniel’s	enemies	could	not	and	would	not	give	way	
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on	this	account,	and	they	were	driven	of	the	devil	to	wipe	out	from	the	mind	and	heart	of	the	

king	any	reliance	on	Daniel’s	God.	

For	Babylon,	the	king	became	their	God	for	a	short	time	at	least,	again	we	see	the	voice	of	the	

devil	from	Genesis	3:5		

“For	God	knows	that	in	the	day	you	eat	of	it	your	eyes	will	be	opened,	and	you	will	

be	like	God,	knowing	good	and	evil."			

He	may	not	have	elected	himself	 to	be	a	god	but	he	certainly	enjoyed	 it.	 	When	you	read	

Romans	1	and	in	particularly	verse	24	and	25,	you	will	note	that	the	trend	is	always	downward		

“Therefore	God	also	gave	 them	up	 to	uncleanness,	 in	 the	 lusts	of	 their	hearts,	 to	
dishonour	their	bodies	among	themselves,	25	who	exchanged	the	truth	of	God	for	the	
lie,	and	worshiped	and	served	the	creature	rather	than	the	Creator,	who	is	blessed	
forever.	Amen.”	

	

But	 it	 does	 not	 stop	 there,	 read	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 chapter	 and	 you	will	 see	 the	 decline	 for	

yourself.	 	They	abandon	God	and	God	gives	them	over	to	vile	affections,	despicable	 loves;	

unholy,	unhealthy	as	well	as	soul	destroying.		There	are	a	host	of	things	that	naturally	follows	

as	Romans	1	points	out.		When	man	builds	a	worship	system	or	makes	himself	a	god,	the	Bible	

says,	he	has	pleasure	in	them.	

	

Idolatry	

Idolatry	is	the	corruption	of	true	worship.		From	the	start	in	Genies	3,	all	the	way	forward	to	

Revelation,	we	see	this	running	conflict	between	God	and	man.		It	is	of	immense	concern	to	

God	and	this	is	seen	in	the	first	commandment	we	find	in	Exodus	20:3-4.  

“You	shall	have	no	other	gods	before	Me.	You	shall	not	make	for	yourself	a	carved	
image,	or	any	likeness	of	anything	that	is	 in	heaven	above,	or	that	is	 in	the	earth	
beneath,	or	that	is	in	the	water	under	the	earth;”		

	

Just	look	at	the	first	and	the	second	commandment.		We	see	God	affirming	that	there	is	no	

god	substitute	for	the	true	God	and	this	is	God	dealing	with	man.	



	 	 	
	 	 		Sunday	19th	March	2017	
	

www.christianfellowshipdublin.org																																																																																																		5	|	P a g e 	
	

Isaiah	tells	us	again	and	again,	especially	in	verse	11	of	chapter	43;		

“I,	even	I,	am	the	Lord,	And	besides	Me	there	is	no	Saviour.”			
The	Bible	explicitly	states	there	is	only	one	true	God.		It	crushes	literally	all	idols	whether	they	

are	idols	of	stone,	idols	of	wood,	metal,	idols	of	the	mind	or	of	the	heart,	idols	of	the	emotions	

and	academic	knowledge,	be	they	tangible	or	intangible	whether	they	are	external	or	internal.		

All	idols	are	crushed	in	the	statement	of	God,	

“Thou	shall	have	no	other	gods	before	Me,	 thou	shall	not	make	unto	 thyself	any	

graven	image”			

Despite	this	being	the	first	commandment	of	Scripture,	mankind	has	inevitably	continues	this	

flight	into	idolatry	of	one	kind	or	another.		No	matter	where	you	turn	to	in	the	Bible,	it	forbids	

idolatry.		Be	it	in	the	Old	Testament	or	the	New	Testament	(but	particularly	the	old).	These	

men,	Daniel	and	friends,	knew	this	very	well	so	this	gives	us	some	understanding	why	they	

stood	the	way	they	did.	

You	see,	they	knew	that	idolatry	was	unacceptable	to	God.		They	knew	that	they	could	not	

please	God	and	bow	down	to	the	image	not	even	in	posture	i.e.	an	action	that	would	convey	

to	others	the	wrong	impression.		Even	though	they	did	not	have	the	full	revelation	of	God	that	

we	have,	yet	they	knew	enough	not	to	do	it.	

Idolatry	 consists	 of	 bowing	 down	 to	 images,	 worshiping	 images,	 sacrificing	 to	 images,	

worshiping	other	 gods,	 swearing	by	other	 gods,	walking	 after	other	 gods,	 speaking	 in	 the	

name	of	other	gods,	serving	other	gods,	fearing	other	gods,	even	worshiping	the	true	God	by	

way	of	an	image,	worshiping	angels,	worshiping	the	hosts	of	heaven,	worshiping	the	devil,	

worshiping	dead	people,	setting	up	idols	in	the	heart,	covetousness,	sensuality.	Because	all	of	

these	things	change	the	glory	of	God	into	an	image.	

In	the	Bible	idolatry	is	described	as	follows,	it	is	an	abomination	(an	outrage,	a	disgrace)	to	

God.	Deuteronomy	7:25,		

“You	shall	burn	the	carved	 images	of	their	gods	with	fire;	you	shall	not	covet	the	
silver	or	gold	that	is	on	them,	nor	take	it	for	yourselves,	lest	you	be	snared	by	it;	for	
it	is	an	abomination	to	the	Lord	your	God.”   

It is hateful to God Deuteronomy 16:22,  
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“You	shall	not	set	up	a	sacred	pillar,	which	the	Lord	your	God	hates.”			

It	is	vain	and	foolish,	Psalm	115:4-8.		

“4	Their	idols	are	silver	and	gold,	The	work	of	men’s	hands.	
5	They	have	mouths,	but	they	do	not	speak;	Eyes	they	have,	but	they	do	not	see;	
6	They	have	ears,	but	they	do	not	hear;	Noses	they	have,	but	they	do	not	smell;	
7	They	have	hands,	but	they	do	not	handle;	Feet	they	have,	but	they	do	not	walk;	
Nor	do	they	mutter	through	their	throat.	
8	Those	who	make	them	are	like	them;	So	is	everyone	who	trusts	in	them.”	
	

It	 is	bloody	-	Ezekiel	23,	 it	 is	abominable	 -	1	Peter	4,	 It	 is	unprofitable	 -	 Judges	10:14,	 it	 is	

irrational	-	Romans	1	and	it	is	defiling	-	Ezekiel	20:7		

“Then	I	said	to	them,	'Each	of	you,	throw	away	the	abominations	which	are	before	

his	eyes,	and	do	not	defile	yourselves	with	 the	 idols	of	Egypt.	 I	am	the	Lord	your	

God.”			

The	picture	is	clear	that	idolatry	is	not	good.		

Idolatry	may	be	very	evident	in	some	society’s	but	in	the	West	it	is	perhaps	more	internal.	

Many	would	laugh	at	the	thought	of	bowing	down	to	stone,	wood	or	metal	but	they	have	no	

problem	of	bowing	down	to	money,	self,	pleasure,	sex,	romance,	sport,	music,	fame,	even	

education.		

We	can	place	family	before	God	and	worship	or	bow	down	to	them.		We	forget,	don’t	we,	

that	they	are	a	gift	from	God	but	not	to	take	his	place.		Hannah	prayed	so	long	for	a	child	and	

when	she	got	a	son	she	handed	him	back	and	that	child	stood	before	God.	 	Abraham	was	

another	example	he	had	a	son	in	old	age	yet	he	was	willing	at	the	Lord’s	command	to	offer	

him	up.		We	can	make	gods	out	of	people	or	people	want	us	to	make	gods	out	of	them.			

There	is	an	interesting	story	told	of	Charles	Spurgeon	just	before	he	got	married.		One	day	he	

had	to	pick	up	his	fiancée	and	was	bringing	her	to	a	place	he	was	going	to	preach.		And	they	

got	separate	in	the	jostling	of	the	crows,	sure	thousands	had	turned	up	to	listen	to	him	preach.		

He	was	pushed	up	onto	 the	platform	and	when	 the	meeting	ended	he	could	not	 find	her	

anywhere.		So	he	went	to	her	house	and	she	was	there	sulking.		She	told	him	“Charles	you	left	

me	in	that	crowed	all	alone	and	you	weren’t	even	concerned	where	I	was!”		His	reply	was	as	

follows,	 “I’m	 sorry	 but	 perhaps	 that	 was	 providential,	 I	 didn’t	 intend	 to	 be	 impolite,	 but	
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whenever	I	see	a	crowed	like	that	waiting	for	me	to	preach,	I’m	overwhelmed	with	a	sense	of	

responsibility.		I	forgot	about	you.	Now	let’s	get	one	thing	straight,	it	will	be	the	rule	of	our	

marriage	that	the	command	of	my	Master	comes	first.	You	shall	have	second	place.		Are	you	

willing	to	have	second	place	while	I	give	first	place	to	Christ?”		Well	she	married	him	and	so	it	

was.	

Not	only	does	the	Bible	teach	that	it	is	wrong	to	worship	something	other	than	God	but	to	

worship	God	through	the	wrong	method.		Remember	Saul	in	the	old	Testament	when	he	was	

told	not	to	take	anything	but	he	did,	he	took	a	lot	of	sheep.		This	story	is	found	in	1	Samuel	13	

when	he	was	2	years	in	the	position	and	1	year	in	power.		When	challenged	by	Samuel	he	said	

that	the	sheep	were	going	to	be	used	to	worship	God.		The	result	was	that	the	throne	was	

removed	from	his	family.	 	God	wants	us	to	worship	Him	the	way	He	says,	not	the	way	we	

choose.	

Look	at	your	bible	Numbers	21:6		

“So	the	Lord	sent	fiery	serpents	among	the	people,	and	they	bit	the	people;	and	many	of	the	

people	of	Israel	died.”	

In	verses	8	and	9	we	see	the	solution		

8	Then	the	Lord	said	to	Moses,	“Make	a	fiery	serpent,	and	set	it	on	a	pole;	and	it	shall	be	

that	everyone	who	 is	bitten,	when	he	 looks	at	 it,	 shall	 live.”	 9	 So	Moses	made	a	bronze	

serpent,	and	put	it	on	a	pole;	and	so	it	was,	if	a	serpent	had	bitten	anyone,	when	he	looked	

at	the	bronze	serpent,	he	lived.	

The	account	is	well	known.		Now	if	I	were	to	ask	you	was	there	any	power	in	the	poll	to	heal,	

what	would	you	say?		The	power	is	with	God	alone,	right?	Turn	over	to	2	Kings	18:4.			

“He	removed	the	high	places	and	broke	the	sacred	pillars,	cut	down	the	wooden	image	and	

broke	in	pieces	the	bronze	serpent	that	Moses	had	made;	for	until	those	days	the	children	

of	Israel	burned	incense	to	it,	and	called	it	Nehushtan.”	

You	see	what	started	out	as	a	symbol	ended	up	as	an	icon	they	worshiped.		I	think	I	have	made	

it	clear	that	according	to	Scripture	idolatry	is	forbidden.	
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Let’s	go	back	to	our	text	now	which	start	off	with	the	ceremony	in	verses	1-3.	Here	we	have	

the	evidence	of	a	fickle	minded	man.	He	builds	a	statue	or	‘an	image’	of	himself	and	it	is	to	

impress	everyone,	the	kings	and	all	of	Babylon,	especially	his	entourage.		It	was	90ft	high	by	

10ft	wide.		Consider	this	action	in	the	light	of	Daniel	2:47.		

Not	even	the	demonstration	of	God’s	power	could	override	his	terrible	ego.		The	man	was	an	

egomaniac.	 	 It’s	 possible	 when	 Daniel	 pointed	 out	 that	 he	 was	 the	 head	 of	 gold,	

Nebuchadnezzar’s	mind	went	in	another	direction.		He	would	make	a	statue	of	gold	but	for	

other	reasons	than	to	remind	him	of	Daniel’s	God.	

Some	 time	 ago	 there	 was	 a	 French	 archaeologist	 working	 on	 the	 plans	 of	 Dura	 and	 he	

discovered	a	huge	base	which	he	believes	was	the	same	base	for	the	statue.		The	image	has	

long	gone	of	course,	after	all	the	structure	was	covered	in	gold,	and	they	were	not	waiting	for	

it	to	blow	away!	

Nebuchadnezzar	was	no	fool.		He	was	not	the	village	idiot	but	he	was	very	smart	indeed.		He	

was	possibly	pulling	together	his	nation	in	an	act	of	unity.		He	wanted	the	nation	to	be	unified	

around	a	common	objective	and	he	wanted	the	people	to	bow	down	to	him.		The	Caesars’	of	

Rome	did	the	very	same.		They	tried	to	get	the	whole	empire	to	worship	them	as	a	unifying	

factor.	 	 When	 we	 come	 to	 Revelation	 the	 same	 thing	 is	 seen	 with	 the	 man	 of	 sin.		

Nebuchadnezzar	wanted	 his	 leaders	 to	 bow	 to	 him	 and	 give	 their	 allegiance	 to	 him.	 	 He	

wanted	a	single	religion	because	if	they	split	over	religion	the	empire	would	be	split.		He	also	

had	an	enormous	ego	and	sought	self-glory,	no	doubt,	he	wanted	the	whole	world	to	worship	

him.	

No	different	than	Herod	in	Acts	12	down	in	Ceasarea.		Remember	the	great	speech	he	gave	

and	the	people	said,	“Oh,	its	the	voice	of	a	god	not	the	voice	of	a	man..”	and	he	just	lapped	it	

up.		His	fame	was	short	lived	if	you	recall,	he	died	being	eaten	by	worms	because	he	would	

not	and	did	not	give	the	glory	to	God.	

	

This	chapter	really	is	about	what	that	little	boy	asked	his	father,	“Can’t	you	decide	what	to	do	

with	God?”	 	The	same	question	might	well	be	asked	of	us.	Verse	3	 is	eye	opening	for	this	

reason	 it	 repeats	 verse	 2	 why?	 It	 is	 telling	 us	 that	 they	 all	 most	 certainly	 came	 without	
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exception.		No	one	offered	an	excuse	or	stood	for	what	they	believe	in	that	was	different	to	

the	king.	 	No,	 they	all	 came	and	stood	before	 the	 image	 like	a	bunch	of	 rubber	ducks;	no	

integrity,	no	character,	no	nothing,	they	simply	responded	as	they	were	told	to.		After	all	their	

jobs	were	more	precious	to	them	the	positions	they	held	the	power	they	had,	maybe	their	

jobs	and	positions	were	really	their	idols	and	they	didn’t	want	to	part	way	with	them,	so	why	

not	bow	to	another,	another	example	of	compromise	which	we	have	already	examined	 in	

chapter	1.	

What	are	we	prepared	to	do	or	worship	in	order	to	hold	onto	what	we	hold	dearest?		Is	this	

more	precious	than	God	and	His	glory!		Challenging	isn’t	it…	maybe	it’s	time	for	you	to	really	

examine	your	heart,	mind	and	life	to	confront	the	idols	that	may	be	hidden	in	your	life.		If	you	

do,	and	you	seek	God	for	forgiveness,	He	will	not	only	forgive	you	but	as	you	surrender	all	of	

you,	not	just	a	part	of	yourself,	Romans	12	verse	1	and	2	tells	us		

“I	beseech	you	 therefore,	brethren,	by	 the	mercies	of	God,	 that	you	present	your	

bodies	a	living	sacrifice,	holy,	acceptable	to	God,	which	is	your	reasonable	service.		

And	do	not	be	conformed	to	this	world,	but	be	transformed	by	the	renewing	of	your	

mind,	that	you	may	prove	what	is	that	good	and	acceptable	and	perfect	will	of	God.”	

Let	me	encourage	you,	if	you	follow	God	and	His	will	then	not	only	does	He	hear	you	when	

you	pray	but	He	will	bless	you	and	have	His	hand	on	your	life.		

	

Amen. 


