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Subject: Chapter 12, Part 37 -  

 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall 

run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 5 Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood two 

others, one on this riverbank and the other on that riverbank. 6 And one said to the man 

clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, “How long shall the fulfilment of 

these wonders be?” 7 Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of 

the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who 

lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the 

holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished. 8 Although I 

heard, I did not understand. Then I said, “My lord, what shall be the end of these things?” 

9 And he said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of 

the end. 10 Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do 

wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand. 11 “And 

from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is 

set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 12 Blessed is he who waits, 

and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days. 13 “But you, go your 

way till the end; for you shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the end of the days.” 
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Just as we’ve been lifted up with this amazing clear and understandable revelation of the 

resurrection from the dead, and the judgment to follow as well as the rewards for the just 

and unjust, the next verses are like a divine brake.  Many people wonder why God gave Daniel 

the instruction to seal the prophesy and why God didn’t go into more detail.  God has never 

given us specific dates only the information of things that will occur, however, He has always 

given us sufficient warning that what He says, will come to pass.  

 
As we know this is a prophecy for the distant future, and it seems that Daniel was very anxious 

to find out “how long it would be before these events will take place?” (verse 6).   A lot of 

people tend to place their understanding of Scripture on the tone rather than the text, which 

means they miss out on many gems contained within.  

 
Let’s look at the first half of verse 4.  In this part, Daniel is told to shut up the words and seal 

them.  This for many people has caused problems and even misunderstandings, but maybe 

not for us Irish as we have many sayings that are a bit complex, like, shut your mouth and eat 

your dinner but anyway its worth looking into it and ensuring our understanding.   

The Authorised Version translated verse 4 as such; 
 

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words - To wit, by sealing them up, or by closing the 
book, and writing no more in it. The meaning is, that all has been communicated 
which it was intended to communicate. The angel had no more to say, and the 
volume might be sealed up.” 

This seems not an uncommon custom when closing a prophecy, as it ensures that no extra 

information will be added or subtracted.  The closure of prophecy is identify by sealing it up 

a one seals a deed, will, letter or contract to secure the work.  To give an example of this, look 

at Daniel 8:26  

““And the vision of the evenings and mornings, Which was told is true; Therefore 
seal up the vision, For it refers to many days in the future.” 

 
and Isaiah 8:16 –  

 
“Bind up the testimony, Seal the law among my disciples.” 

Can you see the similarities for yourself? 
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So the "sealing" here does not necessarily indicate concealment, but rather the conclusion of 

the matter with further idea of confirmation. The oracles of God are regarded as a spring of 

water; if we follow the flow of the Book of Daniel than we can see that the revelation God 

wanted to give was stopped at that point.  The sealing has metaphorical meaning - a book 

sealed, though it was visible to the eye, and was not hidden away - could not be read if the 

key by which to interpret it is not granted, a book in cipher cannot be read without The Code.  

Well we have gone through Daniel and you may feel you know the book inside out, yet there 

are or many layers in cipher that we do not understand, so this might inspire you to digging 

further into this book. 

Isaiah 29:11 and 12 says: 

"And the vision of all is become unto you as a book that is sealed, which men deliver 
to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot, for it is 
sealed. And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray 
thee: and he saith, I am not learned." If the book were sealed that it could not be 
opened, the delivering of the book and the request to read it would be 
meaningless).” [Barnes' Notes on the Bible]. 

Prophecy was delivered frequently in enigmatic language, and the meaning of it could only 

be grasped when circumstance supplied the key.  So when it speaks about even to the time 

of the end – this refers to that period when all these things shall be accomplished.  When the 

truth of the prediction now carefully sealed up will be seen and acknowledged as what will 

happen during Jacob’s Troubles.  But here To the time of the end is not a reference 

concerning the days of the persecution by Antiochus. Instead it is in relation to the very last 

period of the  70th week that we read about in Revelation (verse 7).  While we don’t know the 

exact day or hour, we have been forewarned of signs leading up to the time of Jacob’s 

Troubles which will lead on to the last day of man in God’s court of Justice.  In chapter 7:26-

28 we have been given a glimpse of this. When we turn to Revelation 20:11-15 we are given 

also a written record of this event that will be the final end.   

Perhaps Daniel’s prophecy will take on new and relevant meaning during this 70th 

week, like never before. We know this from our experience of looking back and seeing how 

exactly prophecy, down to the last full stop, was fulfilled for example how the Messiah came 

to be born in Bethlehem, his life, death, resurrection and ascension.  However there is the 

final end when time draws to a close and the books that are referenced to in Scripture will 

http://biblehub.com/commentaries/barnes/daniel/12.htm
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shut, never to be reopened as they will no longer be required.  Interestingly John the apostle, 

was told (Revelation 22:10) not to seal his visions. So why is there a difference between Daniel 

and other prophets and John then?  Daniel's prophecy refers to a distant time, and is 

therefore obscure for the immediate future, whereas John's was to be speedily fulfilled 

(Revelation 1:1, 3; 22:6). Israel, to whom Daniel prophesied after the captivity, with 

premature zeal sought after signs of the predicted period: Daniel's prophecy was designed to 

restrain this. The Gentile Church, on the contrary, for whom John wrote, needs to be 

impressed with the shortness of the period, as it is, owing to its Gentile origin, apt to conform 

to the world, and to forget the coming of the Lord (compare Matthew 25:13, 19; Mark 13:32-

37; 2 Peter 3:8, 12; Revelation 22:20). 

Revelation 20 show us that this information has been cleverly concealed, covered, 

buried, masked, by the enemy of men’s souls.  The book of Daniel clearly emphasises that the 

end is with God not man nor the devil.  Daniel has alluded to the judgment a number of times 

in the closing chapters and especially in verses 2 and 3 of this chapter. 

While Daniel 12 looks at the end of the 70th Week it’s important for us, for our own application 

to understand the absolute conclusion of man’s history.  Revelation 20 describes the final 

sentencing of the lost which is a most serious, sobering, and tragic passage in the Bible.  

Commonly known as the Great White Throne of judgment; it  is  the  last  courtroom scene 

that will ever take place.  After this there will never again be a trial, and  God  will  never  again  

need  to  act  as Judge.  The  accused,  all  the unsaved who have ever lived, will be resurrected 

to experience a trial like no other that has ever been.  There will be no debate over their guilt 

or innocence.  There will be a prosecutor, but no defender; an accuser, but no advocate.  

There will be an indictment, but no defence mounted by the accused; the convicting evidence 

will be presented with no rebuttal or cross-examination.  There will be an utterly 

unsympathetic Judge and no jury, and there will be no appeal of the sentence He pronounces. 

The guilty will be punished eternally with no possibility of parole in a prison from which there 

is no escape.  

 

The  language  of  this  passage  is  plain, stark, and unembellished. Few details are 

given, and the description is utterly lacking in the vivid, eloquent modifiers that might be 
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expected.  And yet, the  scene is  frightening enough  on its  own  right  that  such  language  

would  be  unnecessary.  The beloved  apostle  John,  recording  this  vision  in  a  cave  or  on  

a  hillside  on the  island  of  Patmos,  no  doubt  was  shaken to the core as  he  wrote  of  the  

eternal damnation of the wicked.  

 
Ever  since  the  Fall,  Satan,  the  father  of  lies  (John  8:44),  has  attempted  to  deceive  

people  about  the  reality  of  the  coming  judgment.  He has  done  his  best  to  convince  

people  that  there  will  be  no  final  court.  Satan  has  deceived  sinners  into  believing  that  

they  can  live  as  they please  without  fear  of  ultimate  accountability  or  future  punishment.  

Satan  said  to  Eve, “You  surely  will  not  die!”  (Genesis 3:4),  voicing  his denial  of  judgment  

on  sin.  The  primary  means  the  devil  uses  in  his deception  are  atheism  (particularly  the  

godless  theory  of  evolution)  and false  religion.  Atheism’s  denial  of  God’s  existence  

means  there  is  no  moral Judge  to  whom  people  are  accountable  after  they  die, they 

are their own god of their own universe and destiny.  They  wrongly  believe  that  they  are  

free  to  sin  as  they  please  and  then  simply  pass  out  of existence.  The  gods  of  most  

false  religions  are  not  holy,  requiring  inward righteousness  and  heart  obedience,  and  

they  are  appeased  by  ritual  and ceremony;  thus  these  gods  inspire  no  fear  of  

accountability  in  their worshipers.  

 
God, cannot but be just, because the absolutely holy perfection of His nature will not allow 

Him to do anything but what is right.  God’s will is the supreme standard of justice  and 

impartiality, and He wills nothing but what is just, right, and true. Nothing outside of Himself 

compels God to act justly; justice is His very nature. All of  God’s acts towards people  are  

perfectly  just;  sinners  have  all  wronged  God’s justice, but God’s justice has not wronged 

them, nor could it ever.  It is only by God’s grace we will not be present, as John 3:16 simply 

and powerfully assures us along with many other verses from the Bible. The assurance we 

have is God given in His word. How can we take this for granted? How can we be silent in His 

presences and not openly grateful for what He alone has done for us, in time for eternity. 

 
Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.  
 
Amos gives us a little insight into the end times also, in chapter 8 verse 12: 
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“People will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for 
the word of the LORD, but they will not find it.” 

What a privilege we have in this age of Grace to be able not just have a Bible to read, but the 

means of understanding it. The Hebrew has been examined as well as the Greek, and while 

we may have some textual variants, not enough to render the message of the Bible  redundant 

in any shape or form. We have an open Bible, that has been historically, archology, 

prophetically, substantiated time and time again.   We are in no way in the category of those 

of whom Amos wrights.  Yet we can be unthankful and unconscious of the blessings, and we 

are a blessed people, God has bestowed upon us many graces and blessings.  

The phrase “many shall run to and fro” is no stranger to many people.  It is an old saying that 

refers the style of a person’s life, always in a hurry, or always on the move.  In ancient times 

very few ordinary people neither had the inclination or the means to travel far and if they did 

it was rarely very far. Most people lived and died where they were born, only the wealthy, 

the sailors, the armies, merchants or nomads travelled. Recently a TV news reel about the 

60’s, revealed that it was only in the early 60’s that package holidays started and it was then 

that the majority of people could afford to travel.  Planes, trains, boats and automobiles 

became widely accessible to everyone in the latter part of the 20th century and now everyone 

seems to be on the move traveling to the most near and far places, discovering the world.  It’s 

also interesting to note, today there is a “lot of to and fro” a restlessness, a fear, the need for 

constant change, people it seems don’t like silence, the radio or tv has to be on, the ear 

phones in the ears and the fingers tapping away. In the modern world we have a lot of 

technology that is supposed to lighten our loads and burdens, we have become so under 

pressure to do all things and be all things to everyone, that no-one seems to have a moment 

just to be. 

They say that travel is an educator and it increase’s knowledge and I’m sure that’s right. But 

while it might help you grown personally, does it help you to grow into a better person? The 

knowledge that is spoken about here is not simply acidaemia, but a knowledge that gives life.  

Remember the Bible is a spiritual book and Daniel is referring to spiritual things.  Just take 

note of all the biblical books and things you can look up on the internet and youtube, and 
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surely we can say that if we want to know more about God, theology or anything else, it’s at 

our fingertips.    

The Bible has a lot to say on this subject, since it is a God given gift to have the ability to learn, 

know and apply things. Remember when the Tabernacle was about to be built God gave to 

There are many who don’t give any credence to this.  They really don’t want to apply 

themselves to learning, especially Godly knowledge and wisdom.  The Bible encourages us to 

seek after such with verse like Proverbs 4:5-9 and 9:9.  Apart from study and books there is 

another way and that’s by experiences read Genesis 30:27 –  

“And Laban said to him, “Please stay, if I have found favour in your eyes, for I have learned 
by experience that the Lord has blessed me for your sake.” 

   Job makes this interesting observation regarding the people of his day in Job 12:12 –  

“Wisdom is with aged men, And with length of days, understanding.” 

This is reiterated again in Psalms 25:14 let me quote it to you from the Amplified Bible. 

“The secret [of the sweet, satisfying companionship] of the Lord have they who fear 
(revere and worship) Him, and He will show them His covenant and reveal to them 
its [deep, inner] meaning.” 

However it seems with all the knowledge available people are not improving either in 

communications with the heart and mind, or the family which is so fragmented these days, 

and above all the knowledge of God has declined. In fact there are many substitutes for God, 

take your pick. God can be reached, is knowable, and does communicate in many ways. 

The vision was over. Indeed, the whole series of visions were over. But there was something 
still to be learned. Daniel describes in the first person how he saw three figures - one on each 
bank of the river, and one  (the  glorious  one,  dressed  in  linen)  above  the  stream  that  still 
flowed beneath him:  

And someone said to the man clothed in linen, who was  above the waters of the 
stream, “How long shall it be till the end of these wonders?” And I heard the man 
clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he raised his right hand 
and his left hand towards heaven and swore by him who lives for ever that it would 
be for a time, times, and half  a time, and that when the shattering of the power of 
the holy people comes to an end all these things would be finished. I heard, but I did 
not understand. (Daniel 12:6-8.)  



   
    Sunday 03rd February 2018 
 

www.christianfellowshipdublin.org                                                                                                  8 | P a g e  
 

The  question  that  had  been  uppermost in Daniel’s mind for years - as we have seen in 

chapters 7, 8, and 9. “how long shall it be till the end of these wonders?”  That is, how long 

would the final period of horror for Daniel’s nation last?  The answer is given in a dramatic 

and solemn fashion. The man above the river raises both hands to heaven and swears a 

solemn oath that it would be limited to a time, times, and half a time. Our Lord similarly 

promised his disciples that, at the future time of tribulation, those days will be cut short 

(Matthew 24:22).  

Daniel  heard  what  was  said,  but  confessed that he didn’t understand.  He simply asked the 
figure above the river: O my lord, what shall be the outcome of these things? On receiving 
the answer, Daniel finishes his book: 

He said,  

“Go your way; Daniel for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end. 
Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be refined, but the 
wicked shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, but those who 
are wise shall understand. And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken 
away and the abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days. 
Blessed is he who waits and arrives at the 1,335 days. But go your way till the end. 
And you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the end of the days.” 
(Daniel 12:9-13.)  

There  remained  much  that  Daniel  did  not  understand,  as  there remains much that we 

do not understand. It is sealed until the time comes when it will be needed. In the meantime, 

Daniel went on his way until this life for him came to an end. But that would not be his 

ultimate destiny. He would rest in the sleep of death, but he will stand up again in 

resurrection. (The Greek word for resurrection, anastasis, that is used in the New Testament, 

literally means “a standing up again”) Daniel survived Babylon, he survived Medo-Persia, and 

he will eventually survive death itself.   

If we have placed our trust in Jesus, the Son of Man, the Son of God, we too have our own 
allotted eternal place. The Lord Jesus left us with these remarkable words:  

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to 
where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know here you are going. 
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How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:1-6.) 

 

The purpose of this book is to provide a historical account of how the Lord God protected and 

provided for His faithful followers while in captivity. But it does so much more than that, 

surely it teaches us about God’s faithfulness, the importance of prayer and fasting, and 

staying true to God and His word. It also includes a vision of future redemption and hope. 

•    In chapters 1-6, Daniel writes about his own life in captivity. He was selected to work for 

the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel (or his Babylonian name Belteshazzar), and his 

friends made bold and tough decisions and several times displayed their integrity to stand for 

Godliness instead of culture. They rejecting the king’s food, prayed when it was illegal to do 

so, and refused to bow to the king’s idol, for which they were thrown into a scorching furnace. 

Daniel interpreted the king’s dreams twice then was promoted as chief over all the wise men 

in Babylon. Yet, through all the great things that Daniel did He claimed it was God that did it 

through him and he gave all the glory to God, “It is He who reveals the profound and hidden 

things; He knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with Him” (2:22). 

•    Chapters 7-12 contain the visions that Daniel received from God and the events that are 

involved in his prophetic ministry. A portion of these includes the results of the earthly 

kingdoms that he lived in. They also mention the coming Messiah and the apocalyptic events 

to come. “As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, “My lord, what will be the 

outcome of these events?” He said, “Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and 

sealed up until the end time” (12:8-9).  

We are blessed to have seen much of Daniel’s vision’s fulfilled and may we live in blessed 

expectation of what is yet to come. 

It is true that this is a sealed book to the majority of people like it was to us before we come 

to know the Lord, for they have no desire to look into it what so ever.  True there are some 

who are terrified to read the Bible on account of its truth and conviction it has, but for most 

it is a none entity. For you and me its food and drink, it breath and air, its everything.  God’s 

word is not dead it is very much alive.   Sure there is a lot within the Bible we don’t understand, 
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yet, but we would have to say that it is not a sealed book in any way.  God the Holy Spirit has 

opened many a passage and verse as well as chapter and books to all His people, even 

enabling them to read when they are unable to read anything else. 

I have personally been challenged by Daniel and the lessons we have learned from it, I trust 

you have been challenged too. The most important thing is that the Old Testament is a very 

relevant book in fact we cannot understand the New without the Old. We have seen it 

relevance to the Gospels, the Epistles, and in particular the Book of Revelation. You who have 

the indwelling Holy Spirit, the light of Christ, and all the hope and comfort of Scripture, we 

surely have an amazing hope in Christ Jesus! 

 
Amen. 
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