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Scripture:  Daniel 10 

Subject: Chapter 10, Part 33 Revised -  

 

Last time, we were concluding Daniel 10 by looking at Spiritual Warfare, the unseen war.  I 

didn’t quite get to all that I had planned so I thought that with this being the first sermon of 

2018 it would be appropriate to revisit this because this subject is vital for us on a hourly basis 

never mind the day to day.  Also, as we start off 2018, it is good to focus on what we need to 

be successful Christians as many begin the year with resolutions to be successful people in 

the world’s sense. 

Previously when we covered spiritual warfare, we reflected briefly at how the believer can 

tap into God’s source of power, what the saint’s proper reaction should be to Satan’s 

accusations and God’s perfect response to Satan’s Accusations.  We also looked at 5 parts of 

the believers’ fortification, why we are called to wrestle and the importance of wrestling, how 

we can have certain victory and why the Christian must be armed at all times to name but a 

few things that we covered. 

 

Spiritual warfare is not something new to the believer.  The oldest book in the bible, Job, is all 

about spiritual warfare, which is something quite amazing.  Many people when they 



   
    Sunday 07th January 2018 
 

www.christianfellowshipdublin.org                                                                                                  2 | P a g e  
 

contemplate Job, they think of, “Why do the righteous suffer?” Someone once asked C.S. 

Lewis, "Why do the righteous suffer?" "Why not?" he replied. "They’re the only ones who can 

take it."  Yet when God spoke directly to Job in the last chapters he never addressed this, God 

in fact addressed Job’s theology, it was too small!  In the first chapter of Job we can see that 

it was not Satan’s idea to consider Job but it was God who pointed Job out as exemplary.  It 

informs us that God has a hedge around those who love him and fear him.  While he allowed 

Satan to test Job, God also set the limit of what he allowed Satan to do.  

Remember 1 Corinthians 10:13 - 

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and 
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will 
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 
 

But remember this, when you start screaming out that you have had enough, you’ve reached 

your limit!  

2 Corinthians 12:9 

“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

 
In Genesis 3 we see it with our first parents, not only does this account explain how sin 

entered mankind’s makeup but it’s an exposition of how Satan was working even at that point 

to defy God and his crown of Creation.  Satan was at war!  But remember Satan is a created 

being and is no match for his Creator. 

In Genesis 6, as I have previously mentioned, capsulates the accumulation of evil.  The 

account is not simply one of man’s gross depravity but a battle, a spiritual battle that was 

raged to destroy man and more importantly the purposes of God.  Yet God as always, has a 

way and a man on the ground.  This time it was Noah, while not perfect, he was righteous. 

           Throughout Exodus, from the birth of a nation to the settlement of one, Satan raged 

against God’s chosen people, against what he knew of the promises God had made in relation 

to salvation.  But again, God made a way, He was Gracious and Merciful and always faithful.  

In the book of Leviticus, we find the code of conduct, which was the defence God gave 

to His people to live and prosper by, as well as to live in victory, but alas, they failed not once 

but many times to their own destruction. 
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          1 Kings, the spiritual battle raged on and on.  Remember Elijah and how God used him 

when he battled against the forces of evil, especially that of idolatry.  Even in 2 Kings when 

Elisha asked God to open the eyes of his servant who only saw the huge army that 

outnumbered them but when God gave his servant spiritual eyes, he saw that the hills 

surrounding the enemy’s army were full of horses and chariots of fire all around them.  Yes, 

the old testament is full of examples of the ongoing raging spiritual battle, and it is raging. 

Often times we see things, defend things on a human level, but God never called us to be 

human, he called us to be his children, his ambassadors, part of his army, we are his elect.  

We must be found continually in His presence, hence why Paul always urged the saint to 

continually pray for prayer is the heavy artillery in the battle. 

 

Examples of the unseen war continued right into the New Testament but in the New 

Testament we find the name, which is above all names, the name which has power over all 

powers, thrones, dominions and principalities and powers, our Lord and King, Jesus! 

 

In Matthew (4:1-11) and Luke (4:1-13), the account of our Lord’s temptation by Satan 

is recorded. Satan sought to tempt our Lord to renounce His submission to the Father by 

acting independently for His own selfish gain.  The enemy was, of course, unsuccessful, for 

which we all are grateful.  Remember one of the enemy’s tactics is for us to work 

independently, hence the need to find ourselves in the word, to find ourselves within the 

church.  

But oh, the power we do have in Jesus.  Remember the account of the exorcism which our 

Lord performed on the Gerasene demon possessed men.  The demons knew immediately who 

Jesus is and even pleaded that their time for judgement had not yet come.  They, like all 

others, were not looking for two comings of the Messiah, but only one.  As in the Book of 

Daniel, it seems that fallen angelic beings have certain geographical boundaries for their 

activities.  If a demon was sent “out of the country” he understood this to mean that he was 

no longer free to oppose God and His people on the earth, but would thereafter be confined 

to chains in the abyss.  There are many examples that we have of Jesus’s power; 
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Matthew 8:27 

The men were amazed, and said, "What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the 

sea obey Him?" 

Luke 10:17 

The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 

name." 

Hebrews 2:14 

Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of 

the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, 

that is, the devil, 

And let us not forget what Jesus said in John 16:33 

"These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace In the world you have 

tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world." 

Spiritual Warfare in the Church 
Examples throughout the New Testament from Acts onwards, Satan opposed the 

church and the purposes of God.  Paul addressed the believers many times of how they should 

be careful, how they should act and not be ignorant of the Devil’s schemes (2 Corinthians 

2:10-11) which range from, as previously spoken about, church conflicts - Saint against Saint, 

Apostates, those who disguise themselves as true believers to lead the church astray, false 

signs, power and false wonders. In his epistle, James condemned the quarrels and strife that 

were taking place among the saints. He linked such sins to the pursuit of fleshly pleasures 

(4:1-3).  He then indicates that such sin is rebellion against God which grieves His Holy Spirit 

(4:3-4). Next, James links quarrelling and strife with Satan.  But He gives a greater grace. 

Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit 

therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you (James 4:6-7).  Yes, there are 

plenty of examples in the New Testament even in the letters to the seven churches, recorded 

in Revelation 2 and 3, the Lord Jesus frequently mentions Satan as the source of temptation 

and trials in the church (see 2:9, 13, 24; 3:9). The remainder of the Book of Revelation 

describes the coming final conflict with Satan, and his ultimate demise (see especially 

chapters 12 and 20). 

From these texts and many others, I believe that it is safe to say that Satan is the arch-

enemy of the church. He is ever seeking to cause the saints to stumble and attempting to 

thwart the plans and purposes of God for His church. 
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Battles are neither pleasant or welcomed but we are assured that because we are on 

the Lord’s side they will come.  After all, like Daniel, we are in truth the world’s enemy, and 

our is a threefold one; the world around us, the devil and of course the flesh, which is a very 

powerful one indeed, it is what is called the fifth columnist the enemy within, that lurks and 

seeks our downfall and destruction.  The devil is not happy to see you down he wants you and 

I out of action, gone, dead and buried both spiritually and if possible physically.   

Our problem is not that we are ignorant of this truth, but that we are indifferent to 

the fact of God’s provision for us. Many want spiritual gifts as if they will have more power to 

fight the enemy with, but what can be stronger than the word of God? Is this not the timeless 

message of Daniel? That he or they including his friends, took God at His word? Yes, it pleased 

the Lord to show them the secrets but would they act on what God had revealed? The same 

question confronts us as well even today.  

  

We must continually put on the full armour of God.   

The Sword of the Spirit 

The Holy Scriptures are undoubtedly the Word of God.  We can see the divine nature of its 

author, God, throughout its pages; historically, prophetically, doctrinally and perceptively. 

The Scriptures must be read and understood by the Holy Spirit who made them for only He 

can help us unlock its true meaning (2 Peter 1:20).  Our study of the Scriptures cannot 

persuade the mind or even satisfy the heart until the Spirit of God comes to enforce it.   

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12 
 

The Word of God it for our correction, discipline and growth but what is more, it is for our 

protection against the wiles of the accusations of the Devil.  Indeed, it is for our defence as 

well as our offence. The word is the sword and the Holy Spirit is the arm which wields it for 

the believers.  We must have it written on our hearts, at all times.   

In Revelation 1:16, it reveals how Christ cares personally about his saints, as he holds the 

seven stars in his right hand. But note how He protects them? “Out of His mouth went a sharp 

two-edged sword.”  A great example of how the sword overcomes the enemy is shown to us 
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in Matthew 4 when Jesus was lead into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. He replied to 

Satan always by saying, “The Scriptures says… Does not the Scriptures say”.   

Not only does it overcome temptation but it also can help during persecution as many 

find strength and comfort from the Word of God.  It overcomes heresies, for all error dreads 

the light of the word of God and is afraid of being examined by truth.  2 Timothy 4:3 tells us 

that some will not endure sound doctrine.  The Sword overcomes corruptions and lusts and 

while the spark of lust, for example, may be our own, it is Satan who is the flame.  Yet, the 

strong arm of the word of God can cut this off.  The word of God can overcome afflictions, 

outward and inward ones.  2 Corinthians 7:5 is a prime example of this when Paul says, 

“without were fighting’s, within were fears”.  This shows the struggle that we all face at some 

point.  Even when God allows afflictions to occur for whatever reason, Satan is near to throw 

salt on the wounds so as to wound the saint.   

Yet, the Word of God brings always a fresh supply of Faith and patience as well as 

encouragement to keep the believers spirit from being blinded by despair, yes! It brings fresh 

and all the needed supplies.  God has many promises that fits all our particular personal 

problems, it just needs diligent study to gather them in.   It is the Word of God that stands 

between the believer and all dangers.  God’s army overcomes every enemy by either 

conversion or destruction, remember it is a sword with two edges. Those who are won by the 

sword must be kept by the sword.  We need the Holy Spirit to help us use the Word correctly 

as the saint can’t be safe without it.  Also, we need the Holy Spirit to help us ensure that we 

do not use it for our own end and to defend our sin.  Remember, Man’s heart is desperately 

wicked.  Hence why it’s important to have a sharp sword.  How do you have a sharp sword? 

You must use it, train with it, maintain it and always have it at hand.  We must be people of 

the book because what good is it really unless we know it.  We should be so grateful and 

thankful for having it, the ministry of it and its blessed power it can have in our lives. 

 
Girdle of truth – Why is truth the belt. An ordinary belt keeps our clothes in place.  The 

spiritual belt of truth holds everything together.  Truth here is not just in reference to Jesus 

Christ, but also the truth of doctrine or sincerity.  One will not work without the other as it is 

possible to have sincerity without the actual truth.  In 1 Peter 1:13, Peter interprets Paul: 

“Grid up the loins of your mind”, this means that the loins spoken of here are our spirit and 

mind.   This piece of armour protects the saint from the damning nature of false doctrine and 
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from the subtle nature of imposters.  Therefore, it is important to know the value of truth in 

your heart and embrace it sincerely.  Now when we know the truth, we do not need to be 

offended at differences of opinions but we should beware of them as well as our curiosities. 

It is good after all to listen to various opinions but you need to be careful when you walk 

dangerously close to those that are in error.  Let me give you an example to illustrate what I 

mean, Augustine who was around in the 3rd Century, confessed that he had gone through so 

many delusions that the errors made him afraid of truth itself.  As William Gurnall put it,  

“If a person has too many experiences with quacks he will have a hard time trusting the 

skilled physician.” 

God has entrusted his saints with His truth and we must maintain a steadfast profession of 

truth as well has hold tight unto it even in the face of danger and death.  While we may know 

the truth, there is another clear danger of knowing it but not living by it and not even having 

any zeal against the enemies of truth.  Oh, how we need to have our heart inflamed with love 

for the truth so that we can be conformed to it as well as allowing our hearts to be continually 

filled with the love of God as we often meditate on its excellences.  This provides strength for 

the Christian, keeps them together.  Sincerity in truth not only makes the soul willing but also 

it makes it open and free to God.  You know, your eternity depends on your sincerity.   

Hypocrisy can hide in your heart but not before God.  The great news is that this truth 

and sincerity is attainable but you must face the deadly nature of your hypocrisy and realise 

that you cannot cure your own hypocrisy only Christ, the skilful and faithful physician can 

make you whole.  The characteristics of sincerity are a new and simple heart which has 

uniformity with other saints and the sincere Christian is progressive.  Those who are sincere 

must walk in view of God, act upon love and not fear, meditate on God’s sincerity, get over 

and above the love and fear of the world, beware of presumptuous sins and keep their heart 

with strict self-discipline.  But just a quick side note, those of us who have doubts, please do 

not conclude that you are a hypocrite because you can’t see the evidence, realise that Satan 

wants to put doubt and fear into your heart.  Instead, you should allow the truth of God and 

his word preserve, recover and comfort your strength.  This fights against temptation and 

allows the Christian to know the blessing of God.  
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The Breastplate of Righteousness – The Breastplate protects the vital organs, such as the 

heart.   So, what is righteousness?  There was the legal righteousness which God required of 

man under the old covenant.  Under the old covenant, man was required to keep perfect 

obedience to God’s law, In His covenant God had nothing except man’s single bond for 

performance as there was no guarantor engage in it with him, and if the law was broken, even 

one wrong thought, the whole covenant was broken. How desperate would we be if we had 

to put on this type of breastplate?   

But thank God for the finished work of Christ!! On account of our salvation, we have received 

Christ’s imputed righteousness which enables us to stand before God.  Man cannot do so in 

his own for his acts of righteousness are filthy rags in God’s sight.  

“But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy 
rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.” 

             Isaiah 64:6  

“For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.” Romans 10:3 

These verses are very important and worth making note of them.  With God there is more, as 

Paul shows us in Ephesians 2:10 -  

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

This verse brings out the fact that we receive imparted righteousness of Christ.  That is, we 

are enabled to stand before man not having a righteousness of our own.  It enables us to live 

a life that is glorifying to God. It is in fact the fruit of the new birth.  

It is this righteousness that belongs to the piece of armour, breastplate of righteous. 

It is this breastplate of righteousness and holiness that preserves the main part of the 

Christian – soul and conscience.  While the devil will use spiritual daggers to try to stab the 

conscience and pierce the mind, righteousness and holiness are God’s protection to defend 

the believer’s conscience from all wounds inflicted by sin.  This breastplate also makes the 

believer bold, for what good is a soldier in the army if they are cowering in fear in the corner?  

A dead soldier would probably do as much good as a dead-hearted one paralyzed with 

anxiety, his heart is attacked and murdered while still alive.  But, a soldier who has the breast 

plate on and can trust in its reliability will proved to be more fearless, and will venture out to 
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the front lines!  We, as God’s children must wear this breastplate at all times as He wants His 

children to be Holy while the devil wants God’s people to be unholy because there is much 

power in holiness.  It not only furnishes evidence for heaven but it empowers the saints for 

communion with God.  It provides peace and has strong influence on others.  This surely is in 

contest with sin.  Therefore, we must desire holiness keeping our eyes on Jesus, rely on God’s 

covenant of grace, depend on God for holiness, consider Christ as our example of the holy life 

and choose to have spiritual companions and be accountable to mature Christians.  It will help 

you immensely!  

The Shield of Faith – This shield enables the believer to quench all the fiery darts of the 

wicked.  But what kind of faith does this?  It is not a historical faith for the devils also believe 

that.  Nor is it temporary faith which only endures for a while.  It must be justifying faith, 1 

John 5:4 – “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”   

It is not just knowing the truths of the gospel, not just in the act of understanding but also in 

the will.  The shield is not designed for any one part of the body, unlike the breastplate or 

helmet, but it designed to cover the whole body.  It is also moveable to anywhere it needs to 

protect against the arrows regardless of the direction they come from.  As we know, Satan’s 

attacks can come at us in many different ways but faith can endure the shock.  In the ancient 

times, the shield was prized by soldiers above all else and it was a shame if lost in battle so it 

interesting to note that Paul wrote above all take up your shield for nothing can be done in 

the name of Christ without it.  Hebrews 11:6 “Without faith it is impossible to please Him.”  

Many verses in the Scriptures show its importance and even examples of men of Faith.  Faith 

is extremely important because it influences our work, the graces to receive strength from 

Christ, defends the saint, gains acceptance from God alone, brings help when other graces fail 

us, and comforts the believer when other graces abound.  We must ensure its integrity, in 

other words, that we have true faith and that it is preserve with great care.  

The Helmet of Salvation – The greatest battle is for the mind.  This helmet protects us not 

just ensuring us of where we will be eternally but also the promises that we have as children 

of God.  It gives us Hope.  This Hope defends the soul and makes the heart bold.  It is a hope 

that is distinguished from the world’s hope.  This hope frees us from sinful lusts, it causes the 

saint to reject worldly standards and pleasures because this hope, the hope of Salvation 
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breeds in the saint, Holy desires.  It aids us to have diligence even in the smallest service, 

because we know who we service and that we will see him one day and that He will rewards 

us.  It gives us hope even in the greatest of our afflictions by supporting us and influencing 

our perspective.  This hope brings comfort to God’s people especially when there seems to 

be delays on the performance of the promise, for God often waits a long time before fulfilling 

His promise but it is the hope that helps Believers to wait, it enables them to do so.  This hope 

assures the soul that though it seems to us that God waits awhile before He performs the 

promise, He does not delay and when He does come, He will reward abundantly.  Yes, this 

Hope assures the soul that while God waits to perform one promise, He supplies another.  

What a generous God we serve all because of His perfect love of making a way for us to be 

saved!  Salvation is an unmeasurable, unspeakable gift that we have received.  Yes, this hope 

may be severely tested but we can strengthen our hope by studying diligently the Word of 

God, ask God for a stronger hope, exercise your hope, increase you love, keep a pure 

conscience and recall past mercies and blessings.  Hopelessness is a great sadness but it is 

possible to obtain the hope salvation brings through Jesus Christ, by faith alone. 

Footwear of Preparation of The Gospel of Peace – God not only forgives but He also gives, 

what a joyful message!  The gospel is as great as it is good for it is true and certain and brings 

peace of reconciliation with God as well as promises and provision.  This peace that God has 

given us cannot make peace with sin.  This peace that God gives, is a peace that the world 

cannot understand but it is a witness to others and it helps the believer to endure afflictions 

patiently and helps the believer to trust God for all their needs.  Some may deny the assurance 

of salvation while others imagine foolish things about the gospel, and more still, some search 

for peace outside the gospel, but it is to their detriment.  For only the gospel’s comfort can 

be poured into a broken heart and comfort the soul.  The gospel’s peace is given to repentant 

and obedient servants.  It strengthens and restores the Christian.   

Indeed, the Gospel brings peace but why is it designed for foot wear?  Not only does 

it enable us to walk in peace and with peace but it ensures that we are protected from the 

vulnerabilities that we meet along the path of life.  It ensures that our standing is not just in 

the mind, knowing the truth but it experiences God’s peace.  The Gospel gives us a peace that 
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passes all understanding and are we not amazed in the way God helps us to stand?  We are 

not standing in doubt or uncertainty.  We can be victorious in the peace that we have in Christ.     

 William Gurnall said that the foot is to the body, as the will is to the soul.  We know 

that the foot carries the whole body, so too, the will supports the whole man, body and soul 

alike.  Therefore, preparation is required for the believer to have spiritual readiness and the 

right attitude and will.  We have to be ready to be on the move and not become bogged down 

in life’s afflictions.   

It is called the preparation of the gospel of peace because the gospel is God’s great 

instrument by which He works into the will of man a preparation for suffering.  While it is a 

gospel of peace which brings good news of peace between God and man sealed by the blood 

of Christ and it is a rich gift to repenting sinners, not all who hear the word, receive it 

peacefully.   Therefore, we must be prepared for trials because of what the gospel stands for.  

If you are not prepared to suffer for Christ on earth, you will not wear a crown in heaven.   So, 

we must accept God’s will daily and make self-denial a part of our lives. Peace with God fills 

the heart with love for Christ.  We need to be ready at all times, not to be afraid, we need to 

be ready to go whenever and where-ever God calls us.  This is far from what Satan wants you 

to do, spread the good news. 

The heavy artillery is prayer – Intercession, Like Daniel who prayed for 21 days. Surely this 

should encourage us to keep praying, the answer is on the way!! 

With Battle frequently comes casualties.  We need to often inspect and repair our 

lives and our attitudes, take stock of our graces and ensure we are going strong.  Battle is 

certain and its necessary to keep the armour on at all times to withstand the day of evil.   

For a happy outcome of war, it is necessary that we persevere.  The bible talks quite a bit 

about perseverance in the battle, or in the race – James 1 and the book of Philippians. 

God supplies armour sufficient for the battle, but we must put it on.  There is safety in resisting 

the devil, for the bible tells us that he will flee because the enemy of our souls can be 

defeated.  Satan is a cowardly enemy, an encroaching enemy and an accusing enemy.  

Therefore, we must stand, in our own place not commandeering another’s.  There are some 

considerations as to why it’s important to stand, which are –  
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• When you leave your God given appointed place to stand to work outside your 

calling, you lose God’s approval 

• When you ignore His restrictions as to your place and calling, you lose God’s 

protection 

• God holds you accountable only for your work, not another’s work 

• You will suffer unnecessarily when you bear burdens that God never intended you to 

carry 

• A flighty spirit usually carries people out of their place and calling. 

Therefore stand – don’t flee and don’t fall asleep.  You must remain wakeful for the battle 

that you are in.  The saint’s work is too important and demanding to be done if it’s done half-

heartedly or half asleep.  Keeping watch reaps advantages for the Christian as they are always 

ready.  So, watch constantly, watch universally and most importantly watch wisely. 

Maybe this year going forward, like Job we need to readdress our theology, do we have too 

narrow a view of who God is and what’s going on?  Maybe like Elisha’s servant we need to 

ask God to open our eyes, not just on our problems or our battles but to see Him, who works 

out all things for God’s glory.  Let me encourage you, that if this year you would like to be a 

more ‘successful’ Christian, than you need to grow which will only happen if you study the 

word diligently, put on the armour of God each day, not lose sight of the hope that we have 

in Jesus.  

Amen. 
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