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Ministry	of	the	Word	

	
Sunday	05th	February	2017	

	
by	Vincent	Gannon	

	 	
Scripture:		 Daniel	1:1-10	

Subject:	 Chapter	1,	Part	5	–	Compromise	

Let	me	pose	this	question	to	you.		Would	it	make	any	difference	to	the	remainder	of	the	book	

of	Daniel	if	this	account	was	not	there?		Would	it	affect	the	outcome	of	what	God	intended	

to	do	and	did	do?		No	not	really	is	the	answer,	so	why	is	it	here?		Simply,	it’s	there	for	you	and	

I	 to	 learn	 from	and	 introduces	 the	character	of	Daniel.	God	reveals	 to	us	 from	history	His	

character,	His	 standards,	His	Holiness	 and	our	 total	 need	 for	Him.	 	He	also	 show	us	 from	

history,	things	that	can	 inform	our	present	and	even	our	future.	 	God	also	reveals	Himself	

through	 personal	 accounts,	 straight	 forward	 historical	 facts,	 Old	 Testament	 Law,	 poetry,	

prophecy,	 testimonials,	 songs,	 wisdom,	 or	 missionary	 events	 or	 pastoral	 letters.	 	 God	 is	

communicating	His	will,	His	purposes,	His	standards	and	does	not	keep	it	a	secret.		It	maybe	

veiled	but	it’s	not	hidden	from	His	redeemed.		As	the	scriptures	tell	us	-		

“It	is	the	glory	of	God	to	conceal	a	matter,	
But	the	glory	of	kings	is	to	search	out	a	matter.”	(Proverbs	25:2)		
	
	
“But	without	 faith	 it	 is	 impossible	 to	please	him:	 for	he	 that	 comes	 to	God	must	
believe	 that	 he	 is,	 and	 that	 he	 is	 a	 rewarder	 of	 them	 that	 diligently	 seek	 him.”	
(Hebrews	11:6)	
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Let	me	suggest	to	you	that	this	text	is	important	for	a	number	of	reasons.	

1. The	obvious	one	is		-	God’s	Sovereignty		
God	delights	to	use	us	 in	fulfilling	His	goals.	 	He	doesn’t	have	to	but	He	does.	 	The	

person	that	God	chooses	to	use	is	at	times	the	most	unlikely	one	in	our	eyes.		After	all	

He	is	God	and	does	not	need	any	input	from	us	as	to	whom	He	ought	to	use.		In	this	

case	it	was	an	Israelite	who	was	a	slave.		No	power	and	no	authority	to	begin	with.		All	

his	privileges	and	prestige	as	a	young	rich	kid	was	gone.	While	unseen	by	man,	God	is	

at	work	always	to	fulfil	His	purposes	and	to	glorify	His	name.	

2. God	can	take	us	from	our	comfort	zones	to	use	us	as	well	as	for	His	glory	

Daniel	went	from	a	happy	place	to	a	sad	place.	God	does	that	sometimes,	contra	to	

what	some	Christians	believe.		Like	Joseph	in	the	Bible	from	a	pit	where	he	was	left	to	

die,	then	to	a	podium	where	he	was	sold	as	a	slave	and	if	things	couldn’t	get	worst	he	

was	sent	to	prison	even	though	he	was	innocent.		Paul	was	used	mightily	by	God	but	

then	was	given	“a	God	given	thorn	in	the	flesh”	to	do	what?		To	humble	him	and	to	

keep	him	depending	on	the	Lord.		So	all	that	was	done	would	only	glorify	God.		

Would	Daniel’s	faith	stand	the	test?	Was	he	hoping	on	his	parent’s	faith	to	be	true	

hence	 if	 he	 followed	 them	 he	 would	 get	 to	 be	 with	 God?	 	 Or	 had	 he	 a	 personal	

revelation	from	God	as	to	what	he	was	(a	sinner)	and	whom	God	is,	more	importantly.		

Do	we	claim	to	have	such	a	faith	that	is	Biblical	based?	

3. Another	important	factor	is	under	pressure,	what	was	his	true	character?	What	is	
our	true	character	under	the	test	of	pressure?	
The	most	experienced	sailors	are	not	those	who	are	only	fair	weather	ones.		For	gold	

to	be	pure	it	needs	to	be	place	in	a	furnace	not	only	once	but	as	long	as	it	takes	to	get	

it	 to	the	right	standard.	 	Would	Daniel	crack	and	come	apart	under	pressure?	 	The	

pressure	he	faced	was	the	worst	kind.		The	riches	of	Babylon!		“if	you	will	bow	down	

and	worship	 its	ways.”	 	Remember	Matthew	4.	When	you	read	 it	you	would	never	

believe	that	the	Holy	Spirit	was	in	it	except	we	are	told	this	in	verse	1	of	that	chapter.		

Sinister	 and	 evil	 appealing	 to	 the	 flesh.	 	 Pressure	 comes	 in	 many	 guises	 for	 the	

believer.		But	are	we	alert	to	the	fact	we	are	in	a	spiritual	war?		Ephesians	6	talks	about	

armour	not	about	enlisting.	 	We	are	either	on	 the	 front	 lines	or	abstinent	without	

leave.	
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What	the	Lord	teaches	Daniel	is	one	thing	but	the	hard	question	is,	will	we	learn	anything	at	

all	from	this?		Will	we	allow	the	Sovereign	and	Holy	God	of	the	Bible	to	speak	into	our	lives	

and	address	us	and	help	us	here	and	now	today?		These	things	were	written	for	our	learning	

(Romans	15:4).		

	
I	believe	an	uncompromising	life	will	result	in	an	uncommon	standard,	not	only	an	unashamed	

boldness,	but	an	uncommon	standard.		You	know,	people	who	have	an	uncompromising	life	

just	don’t	do	it	the	way	everybody	else	does.		Have	you	ever	noticed	that?		

There	is	a	pastor	in	Aberdeen,	Scotland	by	the	name	of	Willy	Still.		Some	call	him	the	Martyn	

Lloyd-Jones	of	Scotland.		He	wrote	a	book	entitled	“The	Work	of	the	Pastor”.		In	this	book	he	

basically	says	-	this	is	his	phrase,		

“The	people	God	uses	the	most	are	the	odd-bods.”	

He	said,		

“So,	you	shouldn’t	be	surprised	if	you	run	into	some	odd-bods.		In	fact,	everybody	I’ve	
ever	known	specially	used	of	God	was	an	odd	bod.”	

He’s	saying	for	people	who	have	this	kind	of	uncompromising	life,	there	will	inevitably	be	an	

uncommon	standard.		They	won’t	do	it	the	way	everybody	else	does	it.		They	will	set	their	

standard	a	cut	above	the	masses,	even	a	cut	above	most	Christians.		They	just	don’t	live	on	

that	normal	plane.		They	set	standards	that	always	exceed	the	norm.	

I	remember	as	a	young	believer	I	got	to	reading	of	some	people	who	were	great	at	prayer,	

people	like	George	Muller,	C.T.	Stud.,	John	and	Charles	Wesley,	George	Whitfield,		and	so	on.		

I	just	couldn’t	believe	the	commitment	they	made	to	that.		And	I	read	a	couple	of	missionary	

biographies,	and	these	people	were	just	amazing,	they	didn’t	live	the	Christian	life	the	way	

anybody	 I	knew	did.	 	There	were	 lots	of	people,	you	know,	who	went	by	 the	book,	but	 it	

seemed	as	if	these	people	just	went	up	to	another	level.	

Well,	look	at	the	end	of	verse	8	again.		He	says		
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“I	don’t	want	any	portion	of	the	king’s	food;	I	don’t	want	any	of	the	wine	which	the	
king	drinks.			

Now,	go	down	to	verse	12.		He	says,	in	fact,	I’ll	go	a	step	further,		

“Just	give	us	vegetables	and	water.”			

Now,	wait	a	minute.		You	don’t	have	to	drink	the	wine	of	the	king,	and	you	don’t	have	to	eat	
the	food	of	the	king,	but	you	could	certainly	eat	some	other	food,	and	you	could	certainly	
drink	some	proper	kind	of	wine	whatever	that	may	be?		A	“Don	Perion”	perhaps?		If	they	
had	such.		

But,	Daniel	 says,	“Look,	 I	want	 to	go	 to	an	uncommon	standard,	not	any	wine	at	all.”	 	He	

became	a	teetotaller,	total	abstinence	of	all	stimulants,	drinking	only	water,	and	not	any	kind	

of	meat,	just	vegetables.		That	was	it!	

Well,	 you	 say,	 “Daniel,	 this	 is	 not	 really	 necessary.”	 	 But,	 people	 who	make	 the	 kind	 of	

commitment	he	made,	 always	want	 to	 live	 at	 the	highest	 plane.	 	 They	 seem	 to	 choose	 a	

standard	above	everybody	else.		Their	ministries	are	a	cut	above	the	rest.		They	have	a	higher	

level	of	commitment	it	seems.		They	have	a	more	faithful	prayer	life.		They’re	just	a	little	bit	

more	committed	to	a	deep	study	of	the	Word	of	God.		Remember	it’s	not	that	it’s	beyond	our	

reach	today	but	perhaps	beyond	our	taste	if	you	get	my	meaning.		

And	I	can	illustrate	this	principle	by	just	dealing	with	the	issue	of	the	wine	he	refused.		Now,	
why	does	Daniel	say,	“I’m	not	going	to	drink	any	wine	at	all?”		Why	does	he	do	that?		Was	it	
required	of	him?		

In	fact,	the	Old	Testament	talks	about	(Hebrew	word)	yayin,	which	is	a	word	for	“wine,”	as	a	
very	common	part	of	Jewish	society.		As	you	know,	it	was	a	mixed	wine	so	that	it	was	
diluted,	and	it	was	proper	to	drink	it.		In	fact,	drink	offerings	were	used	in	the	sacrificial	
system.		There	was	even	a	supply	of	wine	kept	in	the	temple.		Isaiah	24	(that’s	a	bible	
reference	not	a	claret)	talked	about	wine	drinking	being	associated	with	singing	and	having	
a	joyful	time.		Isaiah	55,	wine	is	actually	a	symbol	of	salvation.	

So,	in	the	Old	Testament,	it	wasn’t	that	wine	in	itself	-	a	properly	mixed	wine	in	itself	-	was	
wrong	or	evil.		Well,	why	does	he	choose	this	standard?		Well,	that’s	just	the	way	it	is	with	
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those	kinds	of	commitments.		Let	me	give	you	an	illustration.		Go	back	to	Leviticus	chapter	
10:8				

“And	the	Lord	spoke	unto	Aaron.”			

Now,	Aaron	wasn’t	just	like	everybody.		Aaron	was	the	high	priest,	and	Aaron’s	people	
would	be	the	priestly	people.		So	the	Lord	spoke	to	Aaron,	and	through	Aaron	to	all	those	
who	would	be	involved	in	the	priesthood,	and	He	says,	in	effect,		

“If	you	are	to	be	a	priest,	do	not	drink	wine,	nor	strong	drink,	-	”	neither	yayin	or	
shekar	“	-	thou,	nor	thy	sons	with	thee,	when	you	go	into	the	tabernacle	of	the	
congregation,	lest	you	die:		it	shall	be	a	statute	for	ever	throughout	your	
generations:		And	that	you	may	put	difference	between	holy	and	unholy,	between	
unclean	and	clean;	And	that	you	may	teach	the	children	of	Israel	all	the	statutes	
which	the	Lord	has	spoken	unto	them	by	the	hand	of	Moses.”	

In	other	words,	don’t	touch	it	because	if	you	ever	touched	it,	you	might	find	yourself	falling	

prey	to	its	temptation,	and	then	you	would	lose	the	ability	to	properly	distinguish	between	

holy	and	unholy	and	to	rightly	teach	the	people.		You’re	in	too	precarious	a	position	to	fool	

with	it.		Not	only	is	this	good	advice	but	it	was	God’s	advice.	

In	Numbers	chapter	6,	look	with	me	for	a	moment.		Numbers	chapter	6:1-4.		

“The	Lord	spoke	unto	Moses,	saying,	Speak	unto	the	children	of	Israel,	and	say	unto	
them,	When	either	man	or	woman	shall	separate	themselves	to	vow	a	vow	of	a	
Nazarite	”		

which	means,	by	the	way,	“to	be	separated”,	not	to	be	from	Nazareth	the	place	in	the	Bible,	

that’s	a	different	word,	but	when	you	take	a	vow	of	separation,	to	separate	unto	the	Lord		

“	you	will	separate	yourself	from	wine	and	strong	drink	and	no	vinegar	of	wine,	no	
vinegar	of	strong	drink,	neither	shall	he	drink	any	liquor	of	grapes,	nor	eat	any	
moist	grapes,	or	any	dried	grapes.		All	the	days	of	his	separation	shall	he	eat	
nothing	made	of	the	vine	tree,	from	the	kernel	even	to	the	husk?”	

Now	listen,	it	wasn’t	required	that	everybody	live	this	way	but	somebody	who	wanted	to	set	

their	life	in	a	unique	way	as	separated	unto	God	set	an	uncommon	standard.		Do	you	see?,		It	
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was	a	matter	of	personal	choice,	and	may	I	say	it	continues	to	be	a	matter	of	choice.		When	it	

was	established	that	you	wanted	to	live	on	the	very	highest	plain,	and	when	you	took	that	

occasion	to	do	so,	you	set	an	uncommon	standard.		Uncommon	even	by	the	world	standers.	

Look	with	me	for	a	moment	at	the	31st	chapter	of	Proverbs,	the	final	chapter,	and	you	find	a	

similar	thing.		In	Proverbs	31:4,		

“It	is	not	-	”	now	listen	to	this.		“It	is	not	for	kings,	O	Lemuel,	it	is	not	for	kings	to	
drink	wine;	nor	for	princes	strong	drink.”			

And	by	the	way,	Daniel	came	from	a	noble,	maybe	even	royal	family,	and	would	have	been	

taught	this	tremendous	biblical	principle.		It	may	have	been	that	he	had	already	made	this	

commitment	as	a	part	of	the	royal	family	or	just	the	fact	that	He	knew	that	the	wine	on	offer,	

like	the	meat,	would	have	been	offered	to	the	gods	of	Babylon.		

First	Timothy	chapter	5	takes	us	 into	the	New	Testament	thought	on	this.	 	And	 I	 think	 it’s	

interesting	to	hear	the	apostle	Paul	say	to	Timothy,		

“Drink	no	longer	water,	but	use	a	little	wine	for	your	stomach’s	sake.”			

Why	do	you	think	he	said	that?		“Drink	no	longer	water?”		I’ll	tell	you	why	I	believe	he	said	it,	

because	Timothy	never	drank	anything	but	water.		The	fact	that	Paul	has	to	instruct	him	to	

take	a	little	wine,	and	tell	him	not	to	just	drink	water	indicates	to	me	that	Timothy	did	not	

customarily	drink	wine.		That	wasn’t	something	that	was	necessarily	an	overt	command	to	

him.		That	was	a	choice	he	made,	an	uncommon	standard.	

I	believe	in	Luke	chapter	1,	it	says	of	John	the	Baptist,	“He	shall	drink	neither	wine	nor	strong	

drink.”		It	tells	us	that	an	elder	in	1	Timothy	is	not	to	be	given	to	wine.		It	says	it	in	Titus	as	

well.		The	point	is	this	those	who	choose	the	highest	and	the	best,	those	who	desire	to	live	at	

the	most	uncompromising	level	of	commitment,	seek	an	uncommon	standard.		

And	Daniel,	for	certain,	wanted	to	be	distinguished	from	the	gluttons	and	the	drunkards	of	

Babylon,	that	there	would	be	no	confusion.		And	so	Daniel	said,	“I	will	not	drink	the	king’s	

wine,”		
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I	know	in	my	own	life,	that’s	a	choice	that	I’ve	made.		It	doesn’t	make	me	more	spiritual.		It’s	

just	that	I	feel	that	that’s	one	place	where	I	can	set	an		uncommon	standard	for	myself,	that	I	

might	not	be	drawn	into	a	compromising	position.	

So,	Daniel,	though	the	king	commanded	it,	didn’t	drink.		How	much	easier	it	should	be	for	us	

when	there’s	no	such	command	upon	us	and	no	necessity,	either?		Great	men,	you	know	-	

and	 I’m	sure	that	Daniel	knew	God’s	 laws	on	this	 -	great	men	have	fallen	to	the	power	of	

drink.	 	 You	 have	 only	 to	 look	 further	 in	 the	 book	 of	 Daniel	 to	 see	 Belshazzar	 losing	 the	

Babylonian	Empire	in	the	midst	of	a	drunken	stupor.		

You	have	only	to	study	history	to	realize	that	at	the	age	of	33,	Alexander	the	Great	lost	the	

world	 empire	 because	 he	 was	 already	 a	 full-fledged	 drunkard.	 	 When	 the	 iron	 duke	 of	

England,	the	Duke	of	Wellington,	was	marching	his	army	across	the	Iberian	Peninsula,	word	

was	brought	to	his	headquarters	that	ahead	of	him	was	a	vast	store	of	Spanish	wine	that	his	

troops	could	enjoy.		He	stopped	his	army	on	the	spot.		He	sent	some	of	his	men	ahead.		And	

he	said,	“Blow	it	to	bits.”		And	they	blew	the	winery	to	pieces,	and	then	he	marched	his	army	

on.	

It	 is	said	that	the	reason	Napoleon	Bonaparte	 lost	the	battle	at	Waterloo	to	the	victorious	

Duke	 of	Wellington	was	 because	 the	 night	 before	Marshal	 Ney	 tarried	 too	 long	 over	 his	

favourite	glass	of	wine,	and	the	next	morning	his	head	was	clouded,	his	mind	unsteady,	and	

he	made	bad	decisions.	

When	 France	 fell	 in	World	War	 II	 against	Hitler,	Marshal	 Petain	 said,	 quote:	 “France	was	

defeated	because	its	army	was	drunk.”		And	the	Vichy	government	of	1940	said	the	reason	

for	the	collapse	for	the	moral	fibre	of	the	French	army	was	due	to	alcohol,	plain	and	simple.	

Now	 I’ve	 given	 six	 examples	 from	 history	 of	 how	 nations	 have	 fallen,	 and	 these	weren’t	

Christians	but	does	that	mean	just	because	we	are	that	we	are	exempt?		

It’s	 never	 done	 anybody	 any	 favours.	 	 Daniel	 had	 an	 uncommon	 standard.	 	 A	 really	

uncompromising	life	will	not	play	on	the	edge	of	what	is	right,	it	will	choose	the	highest	and	

the	noblest	and	the	best.			
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An	uncompromising	life	is	characterized	by	an	unashamed	boldness,	an	uncommon	standard,	

and	 thirdly,	 divine	 protection.	 	 This	 is	 great.	 	 Verse	 9,	 	 “Now	 God	 -	 ”	 I	 love	 those	 two	

words.		You	know	as	well	as	I	do	that	when	anybody	establishes	a	standard	like	Daniel	did,	

God	will	be	on	his	side,	right?		So,	it’s	only	a	matter	of	time	until	we	read,	“Now	God.”		It	didn’t	

take	long.		“Daniel	purposed	in	his	heart,”	in	verse	8,	and	God	moved	in	verse	9.		

Beloved,	 if	 you	 don’t	 get	 anything	 else,	 get	 this,	 that	 God	 responds	 to	 this	 kind	 of	

commitment.		“God	had	brought	Daniel	into	favour	and	compassion	with	the	prince	of	the	

eunuchs.”	That’s	a	miracle	right	there.	

I	think,	that	even	if	people	disagree	with	your	convictions,	they	admire	you	for	sticking	up	to	

them,	right?		I	mean,	Go.			You	know,	you’re	so	sick	of	wishy-washy,	people	who	waver	about	

everything.	 	 	You	get	so	tired	of	people	who	are	spineless.	 	 	 It	 is	axiomatic,	that	when	you	

meet	somebody	with	convictions,	you	respect	that	person,	especially	if	their	convictions	are	

strong,	moral,	conscientious	convictions.	

Integrity,	I	think,	is	a	valued	thing.		We	put	a	premium	on	integrity	but	that’s	not	the	issue	

here.			It	wasn’t	Daniel’s	integrity	that	swayed	Ashpenaz,	the	prince	of	the	eunuchs.		You	may	

say,	“Well,	maybe	it	was	just	that	Daniel	was	such	a	nice	young	man.”		Well,	I	think	he	was.		I	

think	Daniel	had	a	gracious	and	loving	personality.		I	think	that	comes	out	further	on	in	this	

section	as	we	see	some	more	things	about	him.		The	way	he	talks	in	such	loving	tones,	and	

there’s	 such	gentleness	about	him,	 such	a	 lack	of	pushiness.	 	He’s	 just	a	beautiful	 kind	of	

character	that	naturally	goes	with	a	godly	man.		We	would	expect	to	find	it.		Yet	I	don’t	even	

think	 it	was	even	his	amazing	personality.	 	 I	don’t	think	 it	was	the	human	value	placed	on	

integrity	and	so	forth.		I	think	the	reason	things	went	so	well	is	this.		“Now	God	brought	Daniel	

into	favour	and	compassion.”	A	Sovereign	act	of	God.	God	decreed	it	and	it	was	done.	

This	is	so	important.		God	is	controlling	everything.		God	had	a	plan	for	Daniel.		God	had	a	

purpose	for	Daniel.		God	wanted	Daniel	to	be	a	witness	in	Babylon	and	God	had	a	long-range	

plan	for	this	man.		

Behind	the	scenes	of	the	return	at	the	end	of	the	70	years,	as	some	of	the	people	went	back	
to	their	land,	behind	the	scenes	is	the	character	and	the	ministry	of	Daniel,	whom	I	believe	
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played	a	part.		Amazing		man.		God	had	a	plan	and	God	just	moved	into	the	heart	of	that	
eunuch	to	give	favour	and	compassion	to	Daniel	and	his	friends.		God	said	in	His	
sovereignty,	“Ashpenaz,	you	will	show	favour	to	Daniel.”		And	he	did.	Even	the	devil	has	to	
obey	God.		

And	I	don’t	think	Ashpenaz	knew	why	he	did,	but	he	did.		It’s	tremendous.		And	you	know,	

even	Nebuchadnezzar,	who	was	brilliant,	who	was	powerful,	couldn’t	do	anything	to	sway	or	

change	the	plan	of	God.		God	put	it	into	that	man’s	heart	to	be	kind	to	Daniel.	

When	you	 live	an	uncompromising	 life,	you	will	enjoy	divine	protection.	 	People	say,	“Oh,	

well,	if	I	stick	my	neck	out		it	might	get	chopped	off	you	know?		Look	you	just	speak	what	the	

Bible	says.		Don’t	you	worry	what	will	happen?	God	will	take	care	of	you,	not	that	you	will	

never	get	hurt	but	God	will	not	allow	things	to	happen	unless	He	permits	them	to	occur	for	

His	glory.		

Well,	I	might	worry	about	it	for	a	minute,	but	it	passes	very	rapidly.		Because	I’m	saying,	“Look,	

God.		This	is	Your	Word.		You	got	me	into	this,	now	get	me	out	of	it.”		And	I	believe	that	until	

the	time	comes	when	God	says,	“It’s	time	for	you	to	be	finished,	Vincent,”	I	believe	I	enjoy	a	

divine	 protection.	 	 That’s	 just	 the	 way	 it	 is.	 	 I	 think	 God	 protects	 those	 who	 make	 a	

commitment	to	Him.	

Now,	what’s	 important	about	 this	 is	 -	now	 listen	 to	me	 -	usually	we	compromise	because	

we’re	afraid	we’ll	get	into	trouble,	when	the	fact	is	if	we	didn’t	compromise	God	would	be	

our	protection	in	the	midst	of	trouble.		But	as	soon	as	you	compromise,	you	forfeit	that	divine		

protection	 and	 you’re	on	 your	 own.	 	 And	 then	one	 compromise	 leads	 to	what?	 	Another	

compromise,	and	another	one,	and	then	you’re	really	stuck,	because	if	you	ever	tell	the	truth,	

they	know	you’ve	been	lying	all	along.		Is	God	speaking	to	someone	here	this	morning?	Are	

you	hearing	what	it	is	that	He	is	saying?		

In	1	Kings	8:50,	it	says,		

“And	forgive	Thy	people	who	have	sinned	against	Thee,	and	all	their	transgressions	
in	which	they	have	transgressed	against	Thee,	and	give	them	compassion	before	
them	who	carried	them	captive,	that	they	may	have	compassion	upon	them.”			
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Here	are	people	saying,	“God,	give	them	compassion.”		And	God	will	do	it,	God	will	do	it.	

People	say,	“You	know,	if	we	were	living	in	a	society	that	was	oppressive	and	shooting	us	for	

our	faith,	and	so	forth	and	so	on,	would	we	still	speak	the	truth?”		Listen,	if	we	didn’t	speak	

the	truth	and	compromised,	we	would	be	on	our	own.		If	we	speak	the	truth,	no	matter	what	

happens,	then	God	is	our	protector.		And	if	God	says,	“You	live,”	there	isn't	a	king	in	the	world	

that	could	take	your	life,	right?		Not	one.		Boy,	that’s	terrific.		You	have	nothing	to	fear.		You	

say,	“Well,	 if	 I	 really	stand	for	the	truth,	 I’ll	 lose	my	 job.”	 	So,	compromise	and	 lose	God’s	

resource.		Does	that	make	sense?		Who	do	you	want	on	your	team,	your	boss	or	God?		There	

isn’t	a	boss	in	the	world	that	could	move	you	until	God	allows	it.	

Psalm	 106:46.	 	 I	 just	 have	 to	 share	 this	 with	 you,	 because	 I	 think	 it	 sums	 up	 the	 whole	

idea.		Listen,	this	is	great.	 	 It’s	talking	here	about	how	God	cares	for	His	people.		This	is	so	

good.			

“He	made	them	-	”	this	is	talking	about	His	people	Israel.		“He	made	them	also	to	be	
pitied	of	all	those	that	carried	them	captives.”			

Do	 you	 realize	 that	 God	 can	 not	 only	 sway	 a	 king,	 God	 can	 sway	 an	 entire	

society?	Why?		Because,	verse	45	says	He	is	a	covenant	keeping	God	and	He	made	a	covenant	

with	His	people.		And,	beloved,	we	have	a	covenant	with	our	God	in	Christ,	don’t	we?		If	we	

live	an	uncompromising	life,	God	will	take	care	of	us.	

I	always	think	of	David.		David	is	so	great,	but	he	sure	did	some	crazy	things,	and	one	of	the	

dumbest	things	he	ever	did	was	when	he	was	up	in	the	Philistines’	country	and	he	went	into	

the	palace.	 	And,	of	course,	 there	he	was,	an	archenemy	of	 the	Philistines	and	he’s	 in	the	

palace,	and	he	becomes	fearful.		Instead	of	saying,	“I	am	David	who	is	the	king	of	the	people	

of	God.		I	am	David	who	speaks	for	Jehovah.		I	will	not	falter	to	give	His	testimonies.”		Instead	

of	confronting	that	pagan	situation,	he	gets	afraid.		So,	you	know	what	he	does?		He	pretends	

he’s	mad.		That’s	right.		That’s	exactly	what	he	did.		He	pretended	he	was	crazy.		And	the	first	

thing	he	did	was	he	started	slobbering	in	his	beard.	 	The	Bible	says	he	drooled	all	over	his	

beard.		Now	the	beard	in	the	orient	was	a	sign	of	your	dignity.		To	slobber	in	your	beard	was	
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very,	 very	 undignified.	 	 I	 think	 it	 still	 leaves	 a	 lot	 to	 be	 desired.	 	 But	 anyway,	 it	was	 very	

undignified	behaviour.		

He	started	slobbering	in	his	beard,	and	he	acted	like	a	madman,	and	it	says	he	kept	running	

his	hands	up	and	down	the	gates	like	he	was	crazy.		And	you	say	to	yourself,	“David?		The	

sweet	singer	of	Israel?		Who	wrote	all	most	of	the	Psalms?		David	whose	hands	were	covered	

with	blood	because	of	all	the	victories	he	had	won?		David	the	great	man	of	God?		David,	that	

handsome	musician	who	had	every	heart	of	every	woman	in	the	land?		David,	that	majestic	

figure?		David,	going	around	slobbering	and	doing	this?”		

And	you	know	what	the	king	says?		Look,	we’ve	got	enough	nuts	in	this	court.		Get	rid	of	that	

guy.		That's	what	he	said.		And	they	shipped	him	out	of	there	and	he	goes,	“Oh,	oh,	my	plan	

worked.”	 	 And	 then	 he	 crawls	 in	 a	 cave	 out	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 nowhere,	 and	 he	 pens	 a	

psalm.		And	the	psalm,	in	effect,	says,	“God,	I	was	really	a	fool,	wasn’t	I?		I	compromised.”		And	

for	all	history,	God	recorded	that	stupidity	so	everybody	would	know	it.		Instead	of	believing	

that	You	were	my	deliverer,	and	if	I	had	lived	in	an	uncompromising	way,	unashamedly	bold,	

before	 those	 people,	 if	 I	 had	 lived	 at	 an	 uncommon	 standard,	 I	 would	 have	 had	 Your	

protection.		

And	those	Philistines	couldn’t	have	laid	a	hand	on	me	anymore	than	Goliath	with	his	great	big	

Philistine	sword	could	do	anything	against	my	 little	handful	of	rocks.	 	Oh,	how	soon	David	

forgot.		A	Heavenly	protection	is	promised	to	the	one	who	doesn’t	compromise.	

There’s	a	great	word.		You	have	to	hear	it.		Proverbs	16:7.			

“When	a	man’s	ways	please	the	Lord,	he	makes	even	his	enemies	to	be	at	peace	
with	him.”			

Isn’t	that	great?		“When	a	man’s	ways	please	the	Lord,	he	makes	even	his	enemies	to	be	at	

peace	with	him.”		So,	what	is	the	point	in	life	then?		Please	the	Lord.		Live	with	an	unashamed	

boldness.		Live	at	an	uncommon	standard	and	gain	God’s	protection.		It’s	exciting	to	have	that	

sense	of	being	invincible.	
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Beloved,	 can	 I	 say	 this	 to	 you?	 	 The	 hearts	 of	 all	men	 are	 in	 the	 hands	 of	God.	 	 You	 see	

it?	 	 They’re	 in	 the	hands	of	God,	 the	hearts	of	 all	men.	 	Not	 some	men,	 the	hearts	of	 all	

men.	 	And	all	you	have	to	do	is	please	God	and	He’ll	control	their	hearts.	 	So,	Daniel’s	 life	

portrays	what	God	will	do	for	a	person	who	is	faithfully	obedient	to	Him.		

	

Amen. 
	

  


