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Ministry	of	the	Word	
	
	

Sunday	15th	January	2017	
	

by	Vincent	Gannon	
	 	
Scripture:		 Daniel	1	

Subject:	 Daniel	Series	-	Part	2	–	What	Does	it	take	for	us	to	Change?	
															(History	surrounding	the	book	of	Daniel)	

Just	after	Hitler	came	to	power,	untold	thousands	of	Jews	including	the	intellectuals	did	not	

believe	that	the	National	Socialist	Deutschland	Party	(or	the	Nazi	Party)	would	last.		They	went	

on	to	believe,	even	before	the	Nuremberg	laws	were	passed,	that	it	was	the	law	that	forbad	

Germans	to	marry	Jews.	 	The	vast	majority	believed	that	the	nation	would	jump	up	out	of	

sleep	and	shake	off	the	nightmare.	 	But	history	tells	us	a	very	different	story	and	how	the	

nightmare	became	reality.		What	did	it	take	for	change	to	occur?	Destruction	in	the	form	of	a	

world	war.		History,	as	we	all	know,	always	repeats	itself.	

In	the	times	prior	to	Daniel,	the	prophets	who	were	sent	by	God	to	his	chosen	nation	of	Israel	

had	the	solemn	message	that	they	had	to	change,	but	“What	does	it	take	for	us	to	change?”		

The	answer	 is	 simply	 repentance.	 	Repentance	 itself	necessities,	 realises,	admits,	 to	doing	

something	about	the	wrong	in	our	lives.		What	if	you	were	told	by	society	that	such	thoughts	

are	harmful,	extreme	and	dangerous!		You’re	a	fanatical,	fundamentalist,	legalistic,	bigot	and	

need	to	either	be	done	away	with	or	expelled	from	the	society?		Let	me	assure	you,	this	is	

what’s	happening	today	in	many	parts	of	the	world,	and	very	soon	it	will	reach	us.				
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As	we	take	hold	of	this	book	we	are	clearly	reminded	of	the	dangers	of	ignoring	God,	on	a	

personal	level,	family,	church	and	even	on	a	national	level.			Choosing	to	push	God	out	of	the	

picture	does	not	change	His	attitude	towards	us.		As	we	will	see	from	this	morning’s	address.	

So	let	me	quickly	recap	the	story	so	far	which	we	cover	last	week.		

Jehoiakim	was	an	evil	king	and	he	led	Israel	down	a	path	of	disaster.		During	his	reign,	the	first	

group	were	taken	captive	and	the	punishment	of	Judah	really	began.	 	Remember	this,	the	

kingdom	was	once	united	under	Saul,	David,	and	under	Solomon,	but	Solomon	lost	control	of	

everything	at	the	end	of	his	life	and	as	a	result	after	Solomon,	the	kingdom	split.	Ten	tribes	

went	to	the	north	and	two	to	the	south.		The	Northern	Kingdom	was	known	as	Israel	with	its	

capital	city	of	Samaria	and	then	the	Southern	Kingdom	known	as	Judah	with	its	capital	city	

Jerusalem.		They	were	not	only	split;	they	were	warlike	towards	each	other.	Israel	seemed	to	

decay	faster.		In	fact,	in	all	the	history	of	the	Northern	Kingdom	there	was	never	so	much	as	

one	good	king.		So	their	slide	was	fast	and	by	the	year	722	B.C.	Samaria	was	crushed	by	the	

Assyrians	and	the	Northern	Kingdom	was	swept	into	captivity	while	the	Southern	Kingdom	

alone	remained.		Then	the	Southern	Kingdom’s	first	blow	came	in	605	B.C.,	the	second	blow	

came	in	597	B.C.	and	then	by	586	B.C.	the	third	and	final	crushing	blow	described	in	2	Kings	

25	took	place.		Jerusalem	was	destroyed.		Hundreds	of	thousands	of	Jews	were	swept	away	

into	captivity	and	the	country	was	turned	into	a	province	of	Babylonia.	

Now	before	 the	 final	 fall	 in	586	B.C.,	nineteen	years	before	 in	605	B.C.,	Daniel	was	 taken	

captive.		And	in	that	first	captivity	in	the	reign	of	Jehoiakim,	apparently	the	clever	Babylonians	

(according	to	their	custom)	picked	the	cream	of	the	crop,	some	young	men	that	they	could	

mould	 in	 their	 government	 training	 program.	 They	wanted	 to	 pick	 the	 very	 best	men	 to	

develop	them,	to	train	them	for	usefulness	in	their	country.		So	by	586	B.C.	when	the	majority	

of	people	and	the	last	captives	arrived,	Daniel's	had	already	been	there	nineteen	years.		He	

had	been	already	well-trained	and	had	already	 risen	 to	a	place	of	prominence	among	 the	

Babylonians,	and	so	the	Jews	had	their	man	in	the	palace	and	he	became	a	key	man	in	what	

God	wanted	to	do	with	Israel,	the	people	of	Judah,	in	their	captivity	and	in	the	future.		Last	

week	we	covered	the	places	and	the	period,	this	week	we	will	conclude	the	historicity	of	this	

time.		
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The	captivity,	was	of	course,	a	punishment.		God	is	a	God	of	great	grace,	but	ultimately	His	

grace	runs	its	course	and	when	men	take	a	very	firm	stand	in	their	position	against	God,	He	

acts	in	perfect	judgment,	chastening	and	punishing	which	is	what	we	see	here	in	this	account	

of	time.		Judah	had	forsaken	God's	law.		In	fact,	it	had	gone	so	far	that	they	would	not	turn	

back	to	God.	

Isaiah	24:1-3	says,		

“Behold,	the	Lord	makes	the	earth	empty	and	makes	it	waste,	
Distorts	its	surface	
And	scatters	abroad	its	inhabitants.	
And	it	shall	be:	
As	with	the	people,	so	with	the	priest;	
As	with	the	servant,	so	with	his	master;	
As	with	the	maid,	so	with	her	mistress;	
As	with	the	buyer,	so	with	the	seller;	
As	with	the	lender,	so	with	the	borrower;	
As	with	the	creditor,	so	with	the	debtor.	
The	land	shall	be	entirely	emptied	and	utterly	plundered,	
For	the	Lord	has	spoken	this	word.”	

In	other	words,	God	was	going	to	come	in	 judgment	and	nobody's	was	going	to	escape	or	

affect	it	regardless	of	their	social	status.		

That	verse	describes	a	mini-apocalypse.		The	Babylonian	captivity	mirrors	a	taste	of	the	Final	

Tribulation	which	is	prophesied	in	the	Book	of	Revelation,	as	well	as	in	the	book	of	Daniel.		

God	told	the	prophet	Isaiah	of	His	coming	judgement	 in	which	He	was	going	to	make	that	

place	an	empty,	a	languishing	place	because	they	disobeyed	God's	law,	and	they	broke	the	

covenant	as	well	as	the	commandments.	 	They	had,	of	course,	 ignored	the	Sabbath.	 	They	

ignored	 the	 Sabbath	 day	 as	 well	 as	 the	 Sabbath	 year.	 	 It	 always	 interests	 me	 that	 the	

Babylonian	 captivity	 was	 seventy-years	 long	 due	 to	 the	 time	 owned	 to	 God.	 	 They	 had	

engaged	 in	 gross	 idolatry	 also.	 	 Even	 though	 they	 had	 been	 repeatedly	 warned	 of	 its	

consequences,	they	had	turned	their	backs	on	God	and	they	worshiped	idols.	

	It	says	in	Jeremiah	7:24,		

"They	 hearkened	 not,	 nor	 inclined	 their	 ear,	 but	walked	 in	 the	 counsels	 and	 the	
imagination	of	their	evil	heart.	They	went	backward	and	not	forward."		

They	retreated	to	idolatry.		
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"They	hearkened	not	unto	Me,	nor	inclined	their	ear,	but	hardened	their	neck	and	
did	worse	than	their	fathers."	

And	was	the	result	prophesied?		

"At	the	same	time”,	saith	the	Lord	in	Jeremiah	8,	“they	shall	bring	out	the	bones	of	
the	kings	of	Judah	and	the	bones	of	his	princes	and	the	bones	of	the	priests	and	the	
bones	of	 the	prophets	and	the	bones	of	 the	 inhabitants	of	 Jerusalem	out	of	 their	
graves	and	shall	spread	them	before	the	sun	and	the	moon	and	the	host	of	heaven	
whom	they	have	loved,	whom	they	have	served	and	after	whom	they	have	walked	
and	 whom	 they	 have	 sought	 and	 whom	 they	 have	 worshiped,	 but	 shall	 not	 be	
gathered	nor	be	buried.	They	shall	be	for	refuse	upon	the	face	of	the	earth	and	death	
shall	be	chosen	rather	than	life	by	all	the	residue	of	them	that	remain	of	this	evil	
family	who	remain	in	all	the	places	to	which	I	have	driven	them,	saith	the	Lord	of	
hosts."		

They	went	into	all	kinds	of	pagan	idolatry	and	God	told	them	that	He	was	going	to	put	them	

away	in	a	severe	judgment.	

Now	listen,	God	warned	them	of	the	judgment	on	Judah.		He	waited	over	a	hundred	years	

after	He	judged	Israel	in	the	north.		Judah	had	progressed	a	little	more	slowly	in	the	cycle	of	

terminal	decadence.	 	They	obviously	didn’t	heed	any	of	the	warning	from	the	prophets	or	

what	they	had	witness	The	North	go	through.		So	they	found	themselves	captives	in	Babylon	

by	586	B.C.	 	May	I	hasten	to	add	this,	 less	you	misunderstand	God	and	His	nature,	before	

judgment	ever	falls,	God	always	warns.	That's	always	the	way	He	acts.		Mark	this,	there	will	

never	be	in	this	world	a	divine	judgment	that	is	unexpected	or	unannounced	because	God	

always	warns.	

In	the	book	of	Jonah	chapter	3	and	verse	5.		

"So	the	people	of	Nineveh	believed	God,	proclaimed	a	fast,	put	on	sackcloth	from	
the	greatest	of	them	to	the	least	of	them,	for	word	came	unto	the	king	of	Nineveh	
and	he	arose	from	his	throne	and	he	laid	his	robe	from	him	and	covered	himself	with	
sackcloth	and	sat	in	ashes.	And	he	caused	it	to	be	proclaimed	and	published	through	
Nineveh	by	the	decree	of	the	king	and	his	noble	saying,	'Let	neither	man	nor	beast,	
herd	nor	flock	taste	anything.	Let	them	not	feed	nor	drink	water	but	 let	man	and	
beast	be	covered	with	sackcloth	and	cry	mightily	to	God.	Yea,	let	them	turn	everyone	
from	his	evil	way	and	from	the	violence	that	is	in	their	hands	and	who	can	tell	if	God	
will	turn	and	repent	and	turn	away	from	His	fierce	anger	that	we	perish	not?	And	
God	saw	their	works	that	they	turned	from	their	evil	way	and	God	repented	of	the	
evil	that	He	said	He	would	do	unto	them	and	He	did	it	not."	
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God	warned	that	He	was	going	to	punish	Nineveh	but	before-hand	He	would	send	a	prophet.		

Now	as	we	all	know,	the	prophet	wasn’t	very	co-operative.	He	took	a	short	trip	in	a	big	fish	

and	eventually	got	turned	around	in	the	right	direction.		When	he	finally	got	to	Nineveh	and	

he	preached	the	warning,	the	whole	city	repented.		God	always	gives	time	for	repentance.	To	

His	own	people	in	2	Chronicles	7:14	He	says,		

"If	My	people	which	are	called	by	My	name	shall	humble	themselves	and	seek	My	
face	and	turn	from	their	wicked	ways,	I'll	hear	them	and	I'll	heal	them."		

God	has	always	been	eager	to	respond.		Ezekiel	says	twice	that	God	has	no	pleasure	in	the	

death	of	the	wicked	ones.	

Yet	Israel	in	the	north	never	repented	and	Judah	in	the	south	would	never	repent	even	though	

the	warnings	were	abundant.		Now	let	me	just	give	you	an	idea.		If	you	were	living	in	Judah	at	

that	time	in	a	decadent,	descending,	corrupting	society	moving	fast	toward	death	these	are	

the	warnings	you	would	have	seen.		Number	one,	the	disaster	of	the	Northern	Kingdom.	The	

people	in	the	south	were	able	to	see	what	happened	in	the	North.		It	should	have	stood	as	a	

tremendous	warning	to	them.		Israel	had	engaged	in	gross	idolatry	under	Jeroboam	I.		They	

had	 actually	 erected	 the	 worship	 of	 golden	 calves,	 a	 reversion	 back	 to	 the	 time	 of	 the	

wilderness	 wandering.	 	 They	 had	 set	 up	 golden	 calves	 at	 the	 two	 opposing	 ends	 of	 the	

Northern	Kingdom,	at	Bethel	which	means	“The	House	of	God”	and	Dan.		It	became	a	national	

disgrace	and	they	wouldn't	listen	to	their	prophets.		They	had	two	wonderful	prophets	in	the	

north,	one	by	the	name	of	Amos	and	one	by	the	name	of	Hosea	and	they	just	wouldn't	listen.		

And	so	God	stopped	speaking	and	God	raised	up	the	merciless	Assyrians.		In	Isaiah	10:5	God	

says		

“the	Assyrians	are	the	rod	of	My	anger	and	the	staff	of	My	indignation.”		

In	other	words,	He	used	the	Assyrians	as	His	weapon	to	punish	Israel.	

How	did	 it	happen?	Well	 there	they	were	 living	 in	the	Northern	Kingdom.	 	At	that	time	 in	

history	around	750	B.C.	the	Assyrians	ruled	that	part	of	the	world	and	Babylon	was	just	a	little	

state	 in	 Assyria.	 	 The	Assyrians	who	 ruled	 then	were	 a	 ruthless,	merciless,	wild	 bunch	 of	

people,	killers.		Their	capital	city	was	Nineveh.		They	had	a	ruler	by	the	name	of	Tiglath-Pileser,	

another	rendering	of	his	name	is	Pul.		According	to	2	Kings	15,	he	moved	in	to	Israel	and	this	
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was	the	first	wave	of	Assyrian	intervention.	When	he	moved	in	to	Israel	he	put	them	under	

heavy	taxation.		It	was	really	intimidation.		He	said,	"You	pay	me	taxes	or	I'll	declare	war	on	

you”.		Discretion	being	the	better	part	of	valour,	Israel	decided	to	pay	the	taxes.	This	put	them	

under	Assyrian	domination.	

Following	Pul,	or	Tiglath-Pileser,	came	another	Ruler	you	might	remember	Shalmaneser	IV.	

He	moved	in	more	directly,	not	just	taxation	but	he	attacked	the	city	of	Samaria	which	was	

the	capital	of	Israel.	He	began	the	attack	and	the	attack	was	finalized	by	the	man	who	followed	

him	and	his	name	was	Sargon	II,	(S-a-r-g-o-n),	a	very	famous	man	in	Middle	Eastern	history.		

Sargon	II	who	lived	from	722	to	705,	literally	crushed	Samaria	out	of	existence	and	he	carried	

the	whole	mass	of	people	away.	Have	you	ever	heard	the	phrase,	"The	ten	lost	tribes?”,	this	

is	where	it	comes	from.		Does	that	mean	that	we'll	never	be	able	to	find	the	people	of	those	

tribes	again?	Well	we	don’t	know	where	they	went;	there	is	no	historical	information	as	to	

where	 those	 ten	 tribes	went	 to.	 	 They	were	probably	 amalgamated	 into	Assyrian	 culture,	

maybe	they	were	intermarried,	but	were	they	lost	forever?	in	a	mixture	with	the	people	of	

that	part	of	the	world?	But	as	God	would	have	it,	during	the	time	after	the	split	and	before	

the	fall	of	Samaria,	some	of	the	people	from	the	ten	tribes	in	the	North	had	moved	to	the	

South	to	get	away	from	the	disgrace	of	the	Idol	worship.		The	two	tribes	in	the	south	became	

sprinkled	with	people	of	the	ten	tribes	in	the	north	which	means	that	Judah	really	became,	in	

a	sense,	representative	of	all	twelve	tribes,	therefore,	in	the	history	of	Israel	all	twelve	tribes	

have	still	been	preserved.		This	is	very	important	because	in	the	Tribulation	in	Revelation	7	it	

says,		

"In	the	end	time	God	is	going	to	take	12,000	from	every	tribe	of	Israel	to	be	His	
witness	in	the	world."		

The	rest	of	the	captives	never	returned.		They	were	lost.		Israel	had	sinned	away	its	days	of	

grace.		Israel	had	brought	itself	to	a	place	of	terrible	judgment.		In	fact,	Hosea	said	it	well,	he	

said,	"Ephraim,"	and	that	was	his	term	for	the	Northern	Kingdom,	"Ephraim	is	joined	to	his	

idols,"	and	then	these	terrible	words,	"let	him	alone”.			Let	him	go,	too	far	gone.	

You	know	what	happened?	After	the	Assyrians	took	over	the	Northern	Kingdom	they	began	

to	look	at	the	Southern	Kingdom.		Now	the	Southern	Kingdom	had	a	lot	to	offer.	 	 It	was	a	

wonderful	 land.	 	 Remember,	 that	 it	 was	 the	 promised	 land,	 rich,	 fertile,	 productive	 and	
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beautiful.		And	so	Sargon	got	the	idea	they	ought	to	just	go	down	and	take	the	south	while	

they	were	at	it.		Well	Sargon	died	in	the	battle	moving	towards	Judah,	but	he	was	replaced	by	

his	son	and	his	son	 is	a	very	famous	name	in	Middle	Eastern	history,	he	was	Sennacherib.		

Sennacherib	took	the	invasion	into	Judah.		Now	get	this,	this	is	around	700	B.C.	or	so,	which	

is	around	a	hundred	years	before	they	actually	go	into	captivity.		Already	God	was	warning	

them	by	giving	 them	a	 first-hand	 look	at	what	 it	was	 like	 to	be	 taken	over	by	some	great	

power.	 	 They	 stood	 there	 and	 watched	 the	 Northern	 Kingdom	 go	 into	 oblivion.	 	 Then	

Sennacherib	literally	invaded	Judah	and	put	a	vice	grip	on	Judah.	

There	was	really	only	one	thing	that	saved	Judah	from	Sennacherib,	do	you	know	what	it	was?		

In	the	line	of	mostly	bad	kings	in	the	Southern	Kingdom,	a	good	one	popped	up,	his	name	was	

Hezekiah.		Do	you	remember	that	at	the	time	of	Hezekiah	there	was	also	a	good	prophet?		His	

name	was	Isaiah.		The	good	life	of	Hezekiah,	the	tears	and	the	prayers	of	Hezekiah	and	the	

life	of	Isaiah	crying	out	to	God	on	behalf	of	Judah	touched	the	heart	of	God	and	in	grace	He	

spared	that	nation.		I’m	sure	you	remember	that	story	and	if	not,	you	can	find	it	in	2	Chronicles	

32,	2	Kings	18	and	Isaiah	36	-	39.		The	Assyrians	were	moving	to	destroy	Judah,	Hezekiah	laid	

the	problem	at	the	foot	of	the	Lord,	the	nation	prayed	and	God	answered	and	God	sent...get	

this...one	angel.		You	remember	that?	One	angel	who	slaughtered	185	thousand	Assyrians	in	

one	shot.		Wow!		Those	angels	are	something,	185	thousand	Assyrians	and	Judah	was	spared.	

God	was	gracious.	

But	do	you	know	something?	Archaeologists	tell	us,	that	during	that	time,	although	Judah	was	

spared	under	Sennacherib,	at	least	200	thousand	people	from	Judah	were	taken	into	Assyrian	

captivity.		So	they	got	a	good	taste	of	judgment	was	coming,	not	only	from	what	they	saw	in	

the	North	but	what	they	actually	experienced	themselves.		They	had	seen	tens	of	thousands	

of	people	driven	from	their	homes	and	deported	into	foreign	lands.	Werner	Keller	says	in	his	

book	‘The	Bible	As	History’,		

"The	fertile	crescent	was	ploughed	up,	its	people	tossed	about	hither	and	thither,	instead	

of	a	varied	range	of	races	and	religious...religions	existing	side	by	side,	the	result	was	a	

jumble.	All	investigation	into	what	became	of	the	ten	tribes	who	had	their	home	there	has	

so	far	come	to	nothing.”	
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You	 might	 say,	 "Boy,	 I'll	 bet	 Judah	 learned	 their	 lesson".	 	 No,	 Hezekiah	 had	 a	 son	 and	

Hezekiah's	son	had	a	name	Manasseh.		Manasseh	was	a	vile,	wretched,	idolatrous,	grasping,	

self-centred,	evil	king	who	plunged	Judah	right	back	into	the	pit	of	idolatrous	sin.	So	you	know	

what	happened?	God	says,	"Let	me	warn	you	again".		Sennacherib	was	followed	by	another	

ruler	of	the	Assyrians	named	Esarhaddon.		Esarhaddon	moved	in	and	he	forced	Manasseh	to	

pay	him	taxes	under	the	threat	of	war,	sounds	familiar,	doesn’t	it?		Esarhaddon	was	followed	

by	another	man	Ashurbanipal.		He	took	Manasseh	captive,	wrapped	him	in	chains	and	took	

him	away.		All	the	while	God	was	saying	to	the	Judeans,	"This	is	what	it's	going	to	be,	people,	

if	you	don't	repent	of	your	sin."	

Well	you	know	something?	When	Manasseh	was	dragged	away	in	chains	in	the	midst	of	his	

sorrow	and	captivity,	and	the	land	was	without	a	king,	Manasseh	got	his	heart	right	with	God.		

He	got	down	on	his	knees,	 turning	to	God,	he	repented	and	he	reached	out	to	God.	 	God	

picked	him	up	and	restored	him.		God	had	the	Assyrians	bring	him	back	and	stick	him	on	his	

throne.		Again,	God	was	gracious.		Just	maybe,	Manasseh	learned	finally	and	you	would	think	

that	maybe	the	nation	would	come	around	but	they	never	did,	following	Manasseh	again	the	

decline	into	final	oblivion.	

There	was	a	second	category	of	warning.	 	Not	only	the	fall	of	the	North	and	the	powerful	

presence	 of	 the	 Assyrians,	 but	 the	 preaching	 of	 the	 prophets.	 	 All	 through	 this	 time	 of	

decadence,	God	had	His	preachers.			

They	had	some	great	prophets	in	those	years.		There	was	Isaiah,	then	Micah,	then	there	was	

Nahum,	and	later	on	there	was	Zephaniah	and	following	him,	there	was	Jeremiah	and	then	

there	was	Habakkuk.		All	of	these	great	prophets	of	God	poured	out	their	hearts	and	cried	out	

with	a	message	of	judgment	coming	that	the	people	never	dreamed	of.		They	had	had	some	

pretty	good	illustrations,	nevertheless,	they	were	so	captive	to	their	sin	that	they	never	really	

heard	the	message.		Isaiah	said	in	chapter	6,		

"Lord,	 here	 am	 I,	 send	me.	 Send	me	 to	 tell	 this	 people,	 send	me	 to	 preach	 this	
people...to	preach	to	this	people."		

And	he	did,	spent	his	life	doing	it.	He	said	to	the	Lord,		

"How	long	do	You	want	me	to	preach?"	He	said,	"You	just	keep	preaching	till	the	
cities	be	wasted	without	inhabitants,	till	the	houses	are	without	man	and	the	land	
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be	utterly	desolate	the	Lord	remove	men	far	away	and	there	be	a	great	forsaking	in	
the	midst	of	the	land."		

God	said	basically	to	Isaiah	just	keep	preaching	till	the	whole	thing	crumbles.		The	prophets	

were	faithful	even	though	the	people	never	really	listened.		They	rejected	the	message.		They	

were	so	wrapped	up	in	their	sin	and	so	smug	in	their	self-confidence.	

I'm	thinking	of	a	verse,	I	think	it's	in	Isaiah	39,		

"Then	said	Isaiah	to	Hezekiah,	'Hear	the	word	of	the	Lord	of	hosts,	behold	the	days	
come	that	all	that	is	in	thine	house	and	that	which	thy	fathers	have	laid	up	in	store	
unto	this	day,'"	listen	to	what	Isaiah	said	100	years	before	it	happened,	"'shall	be	
carried	to	Babylon,	nothing	shall	be	left,'	saith	the	Lord,	'and	of	thy	sons	that	shall	
issue	 from	 thee	whom	 thou	 shalt	 beget	 shall	 they	 take	 away	 and	 they	 shall	 be	
eunuchs	in	the	palace	of	the	king	of	Babylon”.	

There	was	a	third	way,	God	warned	them	in	the	revival	under	King	Josiah	who	reigned	for	31	

years.	 	Josiah’s	grandfather	was	the	vile	Manasseh	and	his	son	was	Amon	who	was	just	as	

bad.		However,	Amon’s	young	Josiah	gave	his	heart	to	God	at	the	age	of	15	or	16	years	old	

and	it	was	almost	as	if	God	said,		

"You	wouldn't	see	from	history	what	was	going	to	happen,	and	you	wouldn't	listen	to	

the	prophets	preaching	a	negative	message	and	so	I'll	give	you	one	other	alternative,	

I'll	bring	a	revival	to	see	if	that	will	change	your	hearts."		

So	along	came	Josiah	and	he	had	a	prophet	on	each	side	of	him,	Zephaniah	and	Nahum.		They	

preached,	Josiah	prayed	and	he	cleaned	up	the	nation.		He	brought	about	a	great	revival.		First	

of	all	he	said,	"Let's	repair	Solomon's	temple"	as	the	temple	had	become	of	little	concern	to	

anybody	because	they	had	moved	completely	into	idolatry.		They	were	worshiping	in	the	high	

places,	Baal	and	the	likes.		Josiah	said,	"Let's	redo	the	temple	of	Solomon".		As	they	rebuilt	it,	

they	discovered	the	law	of	God	lost	in	the	temple.		It’s	a	mirror	of	how	the	book	of	Revelation	

speaks	about	the	end	times	when	the	truth	of	God	is	almost	completely	lost	in	the	church.		

When	they	found	the	writing	of	the	Word	of	God	in	the	temple	as	they	repaired	it,	they	took	

it	out	and	read	it.		Consequently,	this	led	to	a	great	revival	under	Josiah's	reign.		This	is	a	great	

challenge	for	us	today	to	take	up	God’s	word	and	allow	the	spirit	of	God	to	move	our	hearts,	

minds	and	wills	to	be	be	conformed	to	Him.			
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What	happened	next	was	Ashurbanipal	who	was	ruling	the	Assyrian	Empire	was	holding	the	

taxes	as	a	club	over	the	kingdom	of	Judah.		Ashurbanipal	died	and	then	Nabopolassar	who	

was	 his	 vice-regent	 down	 in	 Babylon	 swarmed	 up	 and	 conquered	 all	 of	 Assyria	 and	

slaughtered	all	the	Assyrians.	

Josiah	died	and	so	did	the	revival,	like	so	many	revivals,	it	was	attached	to	his	Godly	reign	and	

when	he	died,	the	revival	ended.		It	had	no	effect	on	the	nation.	Following	Josiah	were	four	

kings,	all	evil:	Jehoahaz,	Jehoiakim,	Jehoiachin	and	Zedekiah,	evil,	evil,	evil,	evil.	The	revival	

had	no	effect.	Listen,	they	never	learned	from	history,	they	never	listened	to	prophecy,	and	

they	never	even	responded	to	the	graciousness	of	God	when	He	brought	a	revival.		People,	

that's	how	terminal	self-indulgence	looks	like.		It's	irreversible	when	it	reaches	its	full	fury.	

God,	help	us,	because	that's	what	I	see	in	the	world	today.		We	haven't	learned	from	history.		

We	don't	listen	to	the	prophets	and	daresay	the	revival	going	on	in	different	parts	of	the	world	

today	doesn't	seem	to	be	having	much	impact	on	our	country.		Amazingly,	in	the	end,	Assyria	

was	destroyed	by	Babylon.		Subsequently,	Babylon	grew	to	take	over	that	whole	part	of	the	

world.	 	 Habakkuk	 said	 that	 bitter	 and	 hasty	 nation	 rose	 up	 to	 take	 the	 place	 of	 Assyria.	

Why?	Habakkuk	1:12,	

"I	have	ordained	them	for	judgment	and	established	them	for	correction."		

Now	 listen,	 God	 allowed	 the	 Babylonian	 Empire	 to	 defeat	 Assyria.	 	 You	 want	 to	 hear	

something	fascinating?		The	Babylonian	Empire	came	into	existence	just	at	the	time	of	Israel's	

captivity	which	occurred	on	the	brink	of	when	Nebuchadnezzar’s	father	died	and	his	reign	

began.		Just	when	Israel	was	released	to	go	back	to	the	land,	Babylon	went	out	of	existence	

by	means	of	the	Medo-Persians	siege	under	Cyrus.		The	whole	neo-Babylonian	Empire	only	

last	about	a	hundred	years,	which	 is	exactly	the	amount	of	time	from	the	first	captivity	of	

Judah	 till	 the	 final	 return	back	 to	 their	 land.	 	God	 simply	 raised	up	 the	whole	Babylonian	

Empire	as	an	 instrument	of	 judgment;	 just	as	He	has	 raised	up	 the	Assyrian	Empire	as	an	

instrument	 of	 judgment	 against	 the	Northern	 Kingdom.	 	 That	 nation	 came	 and	went	 in	 a	

hundred	years,	and	during	those	hundred	years	it	reached	the	apex,	it	became	literally	the	

monarch	of	the	world.		It	was	a	rod	in	God's	hand.		
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Things	 may	 appear	 to	 be	 historical	 only,	 but	 really	 we	 are	 looking	 at	 God’s	 grace,	 long-

suffering	and	mercy	to	a	nation.		Let’s	not	forget	the	individuals	of	that	nation,	even	though	

most	of	them	were	rebellious	towards	Him.		I	said	at	the	beginning	that	history	always	repeats	

itself,	which	Daniel	will	 show.	 	Remember	the	words	of	 Jesus	 in	Matthews	gospel	chapter	

10:28	

“And	do	not	fear	those	who	kill	the	body	but	cannot	kill	the	soul.	But	rather	fear	
Him	who	is	able	to	destroy	both	soul	and	body	in	hell.”	

As	we	find	ourselves	living	in	the	last	days	that	many	of	the	prophets	warned	about,	you	will	

find	Daniel	to	be	not	only	challenging	but	really	encouraging.		Let	me	just	end	on	this,	thinking	

about	how	the	world	is	changing	and	how	prophecies	are	starting	to	come	into	focus;	How	

will	 we	 respond	 to	 the	 world	 we	 live	 in?	 How	 will	 we	 respond	 to	 God’s	 warnings	 and	

commands	for	us	to	put	into	action	regardless	of	what	society	tells	us?	Are	we	ready	to	go	

before	God?	What	will	it	take	for	us	to	change?			

Amen. 
	


