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Ministry	of	the	Word	

	
Sunday	08th	January	2017	

	
by	Vincent	Gannon	

	 	
Scripture:		 Daniel	1:1	-	5	

Subject:	 Introduction	to	Daniel	–	Chapter	1	

This	morning	I	am	going	to	give	you	an	introduction	into	Daniel	which	is	a	book	that	I’m	going	

to	examine	for	the	next	while.		It's	going	to	be	somewhat	detailed	and	this	is	a	foundation	

upon	you	can	build	your	comprehension	of	Daniel's	prophecy.			

The	first	chapter	of	Daniel	is	a	beautifully	written,	moving	story	of	the	early	days	of	Daniel	and	

his	companions	in	Babylon.		In	its	brief	and	condensed	form,	it	records	the	historical	setting	

for	the	entire	book.	 	Moreover,	 it	sets	the	tone	as	essentially	the	history	of	Daniel	and	his	

experiences	 in	contrast	to	the	prophetic	approach	of	the	other	major	prophets,	who	were	

divine	spokesmen	to	Israel.		In	spite	of	being	properly	classified	as	a	prophet,	which	by	the	

way	Jesus	refers	to	him	as	such	in	Matthew	24:15	

“Therefore	when	you	see	 the	 ‘abomination	of	desolation,’[c]	 spoken	of	by	
Daniel	the	prophet,	standing	in	the	holy	place”	(whoever	reads,	let	him	understand)”	

Daniel	was	in	the	main	a	governmental	servant	and	a	faithful	historian	of	God’s	dealings	with	

him,	the	leaders	of	the	empires	and	the	people	that	were	affected.		Although	shorter	than	

other	 prophetical	 books	 like	 Isaiah,	 Jeremiah,	 and	Ezekiel,	 the	book	of	Daniel	 is	 the	most	

comprehensive	and	sweeping	revelation	recorded	by	any	prophet	of	the	Old	Testament.		The	
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introductory	chapter	explains	how	Daniel	was	called,	prepared,	matured,	and	blessed	of	God.		

With	the	possible	exceptions	of	Moses	and	Solomon,	Daniel	was	the	most	learned	man	in	the	

Old	Testament	and	most	thoroughly	trained	for	his	important	role	in	history	and	literature	of	

Babylon.	

The	Captivity	of	Judah,	Daniel	1:1-2	

“In	the	third	year,	of	the	reign	of	Jehoiakim	king	of	Judah,	came	Nebuchadnezzar	
King	of	Babylon	unto	Jerusalem,	and	besieged	it.		And	the	Lord	gave	Jehoiakim	king	
of	Judah	into	his	hand,	with	part	of	the	vessels	of	the	house	of	God:	which	he	carried	
into	the	land	of	Shinar	to	the	house	of	his	god;	and	he	brought	the	vessels	into	the	
treasure	house	of	his	god.”	

These	opening	verses	gives	the	historical	setting	which	includes	the	first	siege	and	capture	of	

Jerusalem	by	the	Babylonians.		According	to	Daniel,	this	occurred		

“in	the	third	year	of	the	reign	of	Jehoiakim	king	of	Judah,”	which	was	approximately	605	B.C.		

Parallel	accounts	of	Jehoiakim	reign	are	found	in	2	Kings	24:1-2	and	2	Chronicles	36:5-7.		The	

capture	of	Judah	in	particular	its	capital	Jerusalem,	and	the	first	deportation	of	the	Jews	which	

included	Daniel	and	his	companions,	to	Babylon,	were	the	fulfilment	of	many	warnings	from	

the	prophets	who	prophesied	 Israel’s	coming	disaster	because	of	 the	nation’s	 sins	against	

God.	 	 Israel	 had	 forsaken	 the	 law	 and	 ignored	God’s	 covenant	 (Isaiah	 24:1-6).	 	 They	 had	

ignored	the	Sabbath	day	and	the	sabbatical	year	(Jeremiah	34:12-22).		The	seventy	years	of	

the	captivity	were,	in	effect,	God	claiming	the	Sabbath	(the	7th	year	land	rest)	which	Israel	had	

violated.	But	it	was	far	more	serious	and	deeper	than	that.		The	outward	was	a	sad	reflection	

of	what	had	happened	to	the	heart	and	lives	of	this	people.	They	had	been	tempted	to	look	

out	and	at	the	world	but	not	up	and	onto	God.			John	told	it	as	it	was,	even	for	us	today	in	1	

John	2:15-17.		The	world	is	a	powerful	enemy	and	unless,	or	until,	we	recognise	that	fact	we	

will	be	easily	take	in	by	it,	just	as	it	happened	to	Israel.	

Israel	was	also	deeply	involved	in	idolatry	(1	Kings	11:5;	12:28;	16:31;	18:19;	2	Kings	21:3-5;	

2	Chronicles	28:2-3),	and	they	had	been	solemnly	warned	of	God’s	coming	judgment	upon	

them	because	of	their	 idolatry	(Jeremiah	7:24—	8:3;	Jeremiah	44:20-23).	 	Because	of	their	

sin,	the	people	of	Israel,	who	had	given	themselves	to	idolatry	and	even	those	who	had	not,	

were	carried	off	captive	to	Babylon,	a	centre	of	idolatry	and	one	of	the	most	wicked	cities	in	
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the	ancient	world.		By	the	standards	of	those	days,	it	was	a	city	that	was	modern,	pluralistic,	

multi-cultural,	post-modern,	exciting	place	to	be;	there	is	nothing	new	under	the	sun!	

It	 is	 significant	 that	 after	 the	 Babylonian	 captivity,	 idolatry	 never	 again	 became	 a	 major	

temptation	to	Israel.		Along	with	their	violation	of	the	Law	and	their	departure	from	the	true	

worship	of	God,	Israel	had	lapsed	into	terrible	moral	apostasy.	Of	this,	all	the	prophets	spoke	

again	and	again.		

Isaiah’s	opening	message	is	typical	of	this	themes	song	of	the	prophets.		They	were	a		

“sinful	nation,	a	people	 laden	with	 iniquity,	a	seed	of	evildoers,	 children	 that	are	
corrupters:	they	have	forsaken	the	Lord,	they	have	provoked	the	Holy	One	of	Israel	
unto	anger,	they	are	gone	away	backward…	Ye	will	revolt	more	and	more:	the	whole	
head	is	sick,	and	the	whole	heart	faint.	From	the	sole	of	the	foot	even	unto	the	head	
there	is	no	soundness	in	it;	but	wounds,	and	bruises,	and	putrefying	sores:	they	have	
not	been	closed,	neither	bound	up,	neither	mollified	with	ointment”	(Isaiah	1:4-6).		

	

Here	again,	the	 ironic	 judgment	of	God	is	that	 Israel,	because	of	sin,	was	being	carried	off	

captive	to	wicked	Babylon	-	Romans	1:24	

“Therefore	God	also	gave	them	up	to	uncleanness,	 in	the	 lusts	of	their	hearts,	 to	
dishonour	their	bodies	among	themselves”		

	
The	 first	capture	of	 Jerusalem	and	the	 first	captives	were	 the	beginning	of	 the	end	of	 the	

golden	age	for	Jerusalem,	which	had	been	made	magnificent	by	David	and	Solomon.		When	

the	Word	of	God	is	ignored	and	violated,	divine	judgment	sooner	or	later	is	inevitable.		The	

spiritual	lessons	embodied	in	the	cold	fact	of	the	captivity	may	well	be	pondered	by	the	church	

today,	too	often	having	a	form	of	godliness	but	without	knowing	the	power	of	it.	 	Worldly	

saints	do	not	capture	the	world	but	become	instead	the	world’s	captives.	

	

According	to	Daniel	1:1,	the	crucial	siege	and	capture	of	Jerusalem	by	Nebuchadnezzar	King	

of	Babylon	came	“in	the	third	year	of	the	reign	of	Jehoiakim	king	of	Judah.”	Critics	have	lost	

no	time	pointing	out	an	apparent	conflict	between	this	and	the	statement	of	Jeremiah	that	

the	 first	 year	 of	 Nebuchadnezzar	 king	 of	 Babylon	 was	 in	 the	 fourth	 year	 of	 Jehoiakim	

(Jeremiah	25:1).		Biblical	Critics,	such	as	Dr.	Montgomery	for	instance,	rejects	the	historicity	

of	this	datum.	This	supposed	chronological	error	is	used	as	the	first	in	a	series	of	alleged	proofs	
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that	 Daniel	 is	 a	 spurious	 book	 written	 by	 one	 actually	 unfamiliar	 with	 the	 events	 of	 the	

captivity.		There	are,	however,	several	good	and	satisfying	explanations.	

	

The	simplest	and	most	obvious	explanation	is	that	Daniel	is	here	using	Babylonian	reckoning.		

It	was	customary	for	the	Babylonians	to	consider	the	first	year	of	a	king’s	reign	as	the	year	of	

accession	and	to	call	the	next	year	the	first	year.	 	Other	scholarly	biblical	critics	brush	this	

aside	as	having	no	precedent	in	Scripture.		Those	who	held	this	view	point	are	now	out	of	date	

with	 contemporary	 scholarship	 on	 this	 point.	 	 Dr.	 Jack	 Finegan,	 for	 instance,	 has	

demonstrated	that	the	phrase	the	first	year	of	Nebuchadnezzar	in	Jeremiah	actually	means	

“the	accession	year	of	Nebuchadnezzar”	of	the	Babylonian	reckoning.		Dr.	Tadmor	was	among	

the	first	to	support	this	solution,	and	the	point	may	now	be	considered	as	well	established.		

What	some,	if	not	most,	of	these	Biblical	Critic	scholars	ignore,	is	the	fact	that	Daniel	is	a	most	

unusual	case	because	he,	out	of	all	the	prophets,	was	the	only	one	thoroughly	instructed	in	

Babylonian	culture	and	point	of	view.		Having	spent	most	of	his	life	in	Babylon,	it	is	only	natural	

that	Daniel	should	use	a	Babylonian	form	of	chronology.	 	By	contrast,	Jeremiah	would	use	

Israel’s	form	of	reckoning	which	included	a	part	of	the	year	as	the	first	year	of	Jehoiakim’s	

reign.	 	 This	 simple	 explanation	 is	 both	 satisfying	 and	 adequate	 to	 explain	 the	 supposed	

discrepancy.		

The	Bible	teaches	us	in	Proverbs	14:34,		

“Righteousness	exalts	a	nation	but	sin	is	a	reproach	to	any	people”.		

Despite	 the	 clear	 teaching	 and	 warnings	 of	 the	 Bible,	 nations,	 countries,	 communities,	

individuals	have	ignored	them	to	their	eternal	peril.		Bible	history	is	not	simply	about	facts	in	

the	past	but	facts	both	for	the	present	and	the	future.			

Just	think	for	a	moment	the	kind	of	world	that	these	young	men,	Daniel	and	his	three	friends,	

found	themselves	thrown	into	literally.		It	was	not	of	their	own	choosing,	they	did	not	go	there	

for	career	moves,	a	backpacking	adventure	with	a	view	to	emigrating.		These	were	victims,	

captives,	spoils	of	war	from	the	upper	echelons	of	Israel	society.		They	were	virtually	at	the	

mercy	of	these	cultured	pagans.		They	were	not	barbarians	but	well	groomed,	religious	and	
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powerful	pagans.		We	see	their	situation	humanly	speaking,	but	were	they	at	the	entire	mercy	

of	their	circumstances?	We	see	that	right	from	the	start	they	would	not	compromise;	they	

would	rather	die	as	they	had	lived,	in	fellowship	with	God.	

You	see	in	Babylon,	one’s	faith	was	a	private	matter	and	for	the	best	part	it	didn’t	matter	one	

bit	what	you	believed	in	as	long	as	it	did	not	come	into	the	public	square.		The	King	at	the	time	

was	 to	 be	 the	 one	 to	 receive	 public	 praise	 not	 the	 gods	 unless	 otherwise	 you	 were	

commanded	by	the	King	or	his	officials.		They	were	only	tolerant	as	long	as	you	believed	in	

what	they	believed	or	condoned	what	they	did.		No	different	than	society	today!		So	this	book	

has	a	lot	to	teach	us	about	the	world	we	live	in	and	how	should	we	relate	to	it.		It’s	interesting	

to	note	that	when	this	subject	comes	up	there	is	often	the	question	of	how	can	we	best	reach	

our	society.		I	have	listened	to	a	lot	of	founders	of	different	Christian	organisations,	who	do	a	

tremendous	social	work,	however,	they	often	miss	their	main	goal	of	sharing	the	Gospel.		The	

Gospel	surly	such	be	their	priority?	What	do	you	think?	Now	I	know	if	you’re	running	a	hospital	

healing	got	to	be	high	on	the	list.	But	has	the	Gospel	got	to	come	off	it	completely?	

Daniel	and	his	close	friends,	at	the	start	of	this	chapter,	were	about	to	impact	Babylon	in	ways	

that	would	not	have	been	thought	possible.		This	happened	when	they	decided	to	make	and	

take	 a	 stand	 for	God.	 	 They	were	 not	 the	 only	 Jews	 in	 the	 place	 but	 they	were	 the	 only	

committed	ones	in	the	palace.		Looking	at	them	you	might	have	thought,	what,	if	any,	impact	

could	they	possibly	have?		How	could	they	affect	this	society?	What,	if	any,	difference	could	

they	make?		The	answer	to	all	the	above	questions	is	simply,	‘No	impact	whatsoever	if	all	they	

were	doing	was	in	their	own	strength	or	relining	on	their	own	intellect.’		This	called	for	faith,	

for	 Biblically	 revealed	 faith	 in	 God.	 	 After	 all,	 they	 were	 living	 in	 exceptional	 times	 that	

required	exceptional	faith.		Would	God	be	found	wanting?	

Now	 this	 raises	 an	 interesting	 question	 or	 thought	 and	 it’s	 this,	 ‘What	 can	we	 do	 in	 our	

situation?’	 	Can	we	expect	God	to	do	for	us	what	He	done	for	Daniel	and	his	friends?	The	

evidence	from	the	Bible	shows	that	while	God	is	not	restricted	in	power	at	all,	at	any	time,	it	

is	interesting	to	note	He	never	seems	to	do	the	same	thing	in	exactly	the	same	way.	
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We	read	at	the	end	of	Hebrews	11:33-40,	about	those	who	suffered	for	their	Faith	in	Christ	

and	they	didn’t	comprise	regardless	of	their	experiences,	feelings	or	what	they	seen	or	didn’t	

see.	 	When	we	don’t	experience	great	things	happening	like	in	Daniel’s	day	or	 in	the	early	

church’s	 day,	 should	 we	 give	 up?	 Should	 we	 conclude	 that	 we	 are	 impoverished	 people	

spiritually?	 	 Should	we	 conclude	 that	we	 are	 going	 nowhere	 and	 doing	 nothing?	 	 As	 you	

embrace	this	thought	let	me	quickly	bring	to	a	place	and	a	time	when	similar	thoughts	may	

have	been	entertained.		The	upper	room	in	Jerusalem	that	was	in	lock	down.	The	11	apostle’s,	

ministers	of	miracles,	and	close	friends	of	Jesus,	hiding	away	thinking	that	Calvary	was	the	

end.	 	 Nothing	 good	was	 happening,	 their	 leader	was	 put	 to	 death	 and	 they	were	 on	 the	

wanted	list.		Let	me	ask	you	now,	was	that	true?		Was	Christ	death	on	the	Cross	at	Calvary	a	

tragedy	or	a	triumph?		Was	it	purely	spiritual	or	did	it	have	other	effects?		Was	it	the	diet	that	

gave	these	young	men	power	with	God	or	their	hearts	attitude	for	God?		Is	it	different	for	us,	

what	do	you	think?			

The	greatest	miracle	of	salvation	has	and	is	taking	place,	and	the	Lord	wants	us	to	be	used	in	

bringing	others	to	saving	faith	in	Him.		 If	 it’s	only	miracles	and	wonders	that	drives	us	and	

measures	our	progress,	then	it’s	not	faith	and	we	are	back	to	works	righteousness.		Does	God	

have	to	do	miracles	for	us	to	believe?		Are	they	not	for	the	purpose	of	strengthening	our	faith?	

But	it	is	still	His	word	that	is	our	source	for	faith!	

Daniel	is	the	last	in	the	books	known	as	the	major	prophets	chronologically	and	just	before	

the	minor	prophets	in	the	Old	Testament.		I	really	believe	that	as	we	begin	our	study	of	the	

book	of	Daniel,	we	embark	upon	a	great	adventure.	Daniel	 is	 to	 the	Old	Testament,	what	

Revelation	is	to	the	New	Testament.		Daniel	 is	the	book	in	the	Old	Testament	that	sweeps	

from	a	 time	of	crisis	 in	 Judah's	history	 to	 the	Second	Coming	of	 the	Messiah	and	 touches	

events	all	the	way	along.		Daniel	gives	us	a	panoramic	view	of	the	history	of	the	world.		Really	

in	saying	that	I	have	to	add	that	at	the	same	time	it's	an	intensely	practical	book.	You	know,	

Peter	had	an	important	word	for	us	in	2	Peter,		

"Seeing	that	you	know	all	these	things	shall	come	to	pass,	what	manner	of	persons	

ought	you	to	be?"		
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Having	insight	into	the	future	that	has	no	bearing	on	the	present	is	useless.		Speculation	about	

something	that's	going	to	happen	which	has	no	effect	on	what	is	happening	is	meaningless.		

Peter	was	saying	that	if	you	know	what	is	coming	to	pass,	it	should	change	the	way	you	live	

now.		And	I	think	that's	a	great	truth	for	the	book	of	Daniel	for	Daniel	gives	us	the	panorama	

of	 the	history	of	 the	world	 to	 its	 consummation	and	 in	 that	 very	panoramic	 view	 lies	 the	

motivation	to	living	for	this	very	moment.		I	think	that	if	there	was	anything	that	solidified	

Daniel's	commitment,	if	there	was	anything	that	drove	his	roots	deep,	if	there	was	anything	

that	made	him	stay	faithful	through	his	lifetime	in	a	pagan	society,	I	think	it	was	the	fact	that	

the	more	visions	he	had	and	the	more	revelations	he	had	of	the	future,	the	greater	impact	it	

had	on	his	present	life.		In	fact,	John	says	in	1	John	3	that	if	we	have	this	hope	in	us,	we	purify	

ourselves.		If	we	really	believe	that	the	second	coming	of	Christ	is	going	to	come	to	pass,	it	

should	change	the	way	we	live.	

Daniel	has	two	parts:	the	prophet	and	the	prophecies,	the	man	and	his	message.	You	might	

say	in	connection	with	the	man	it	is	here	and	now,	in	connection	with	the	message	it	is	then	

and	there.		Chapters	1	through	6	deal	with	the	prophet,	the	man	and	7	through	12	deal	with	

the	prophecies,	his	message.		There	is	in	the	beginning	of	Daniel's	book	and	also	throughout	

the	book	a	look	at	spiritual	truths	that	is	drawn	from	the	uncompromising	lifestyle	of	Daniel	

as	he,	a	Jew	in	exile,	withstood	the	onslaughts	of	pagan,	heathen,	Babylonian	society.		At	the	

same	 time	 Daniel	 has	 visions,	 interprets	 dreams	 that	 lay	 at	 our	 feet,	 an	 incredible	

comprehension	of	the	future	of	 the	world	until	 Jesus	comes.	 	And	so,	Daniel	 is	a	book	for	

every	today	and	for	all	tomorrows.		Daniel	sweeps	through	all	of	our	lives	to	give	us	insight	

into	God's	standards.		It	tells	me	how	to	live	for	God	in	this	evil	age	and	it	tells	me	what	it	will	

be	like	when	I	live	with	God	in	that	golden	age.		Daniel	has	his	feet	on	the	ground,	you	might	

say,	and	his	head	in	the	clouds.		With	Daniel	it	is	dreams	and	then	it	is	daily	living.		It's	all	here.		

It	shows	how	a	man	who	sees	the	future	can	live	daily	to	the	glory	of	God	in	the	present.	

Now	generally	speaking,	let	me	give	you	the	setting	of	Daniel	in	the	Old	Testament.		The	Old	

Testament,	at	least	in	the	Jewish	mind,	was	divided	into	three	parts.		The	first	five	books,	the	

five	books	of	Moses;	Genesis,	Exodus,	Leviticus,	Numbers	and	Deuteronomy	are	known	as	the	

books	of	the	law	or	the	Torah.		
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Then	the	second	element	is	Tankock,	which	is	comprises	the	major	and	minor	prophets.	They	

are	known	as	major	or	minor	based	on	the	 length	of	 their	books,	not	necessarily	on	 their	

importance.		The	prophets	summed	up	everything	from	Isaiah	to	Malachi.			

There	was	a	third	element	of	the	Hebrew	text	known	as	the	Hagiographa,	or	the	Holy	Writings.		

The	Holy	Writings	were	everything	that	was	left.	 	 It	was	interesting	that	 in	the	Jewish	text	

Daniel	 was	 not	 included	 with	 the	 prophets	 but	 he	 was	 included	 with	 the	 Holy	 Writings	

because	specifically	Daniel	is	never	called	a	prophet,	at	least	in	terms	of	the	same	word	which	

is	used	for	Isaiah,	Jeremiah,	Ezekiel,	Daniel	and	the	rest.		But	whether	or	not	the	Jewish	people	

put	Daniel	in	the	list	of	the	prophets,	he	is	a	prophet.		That's	why	in	your	Bible	you'll	find	him	

listed	with	 the	 prophets.	 	 He	 has	 been	 traditionally	 classed	 as	what	 is	 known	 as	 a	Major	

Prophet.	

Daniel	 finds	himself	associated	with	some	pretty	great	men.	 	 Isaiah,	 Jeremiah,	Ezekiel	and	

Daniel	are	the	four	known	as	the	Major	prophets,	Jeremiah	having	written	also	the	book	of	

Lamentations.	These	four	men	stand	out	as	great	prophets	of	God.	

Now	we	need	to	understand	how	Daniel	fits	in	to	those	four	and	so	I	want	to	share	that	with	

you	 for	 just	 a	 brief	 moment.	 	 Isaiah	 ministered	 more	 than	 a	 hundred	 years	 before	 the	

Babylonian	exile.	 	He	ministered	to	the	same	people,	basically,	but	he	ministered	 in	Judah	

which	was	the	Southern	Kingdom.	 	Remember	that	when	Solomon	died,	the	kingdom	was	

divided	 into	 the	Northern	 Kingdom	known	as	 Israel	 and	 the	 Southern	 Kingdom	known	as	

Judah.		The	north	had	ten	tribes	and	the	south	had	two,	Benjamin	and	Judah.		Isaiah	mainly	

ministered	in	Judah	and	he	was	ministering	in	a	time	of	prosperity	in	Israel	when	the	people	

thought	everything	was	going	very	well.		They	were	confident	that	everything	was	fine	and	

yet	Isaiah	could	see	the	spiritual	state	of	apostasy.		Isaiah	proclaimed	the	fact	that	judgment	

was	coming	if	they	didn’t	change	dramatically.	

Jeremiah	came	sometime	after	 Isaiah.	He	was	during	 the	 last	 five	kings	of	 Judah's	history	

which	included	the	time	during	the	first	siege.		He	was	the	prophet	right	at	the	end.		He	saw	

the	things	that	Isaiah	began	to	see	coming	to	full	fruition.		Jeremiah	saw	the	captivity.	
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Then	there	was	Ezekiel.		Ezekiel	prophesied	to	a	group	of	exiles	in	Babylon.	So	moving	along	

a	time	line	its	Isaiah	a	hundred	years	before	the	captivity,	Jeremiah	at	the	captivity	and	Ezekiel	

during	the	captivity	ministering	to	a	group	of	exiles	captive	in	Babylon.	I	guess	maybe	that's	

why	Ezekiel's	message	tends	to	be	hopeful	and	the	closing	part	of	his	book	presents	the	glories	

of	the	kingdom	to	come,	giving	hope	to	that	sad	and	exiled	people.		

And	 then	 there's	Daniel.	Daniel	ministered	during	 the	exile	also	but	not	 from	the	vantage	

point	 of	moving	 among	 his	 people,	 but	 from	 the	 vantage	 point	 of	 being	 a	 great	 ruler	 in	

Babylonian	society.		He	was	a	Jew	in	the	midst	of	the	world	powers	of	Babylon.		As	we'll	see	

when	we	study	the	book,	there	were	four	great	world	powers:	Babylon,	Medo-Persia,	Greece	

and	Rome.		Daniel's	lifetime	spanned	the	first	two.	He	was	there	through	the	great	period	of	

the	 Babylonian	 Empire	 even	 to	 Cyrus	 who	 was	 the	 great	 monarch	 of	 the	 Medo-Persian	

Empire.	His	position	was	as	a	ruler	in	the	pagan	world.	And	from	that	vantage	point	he	was	

God's	man	in	a	pagan	society.		So	we	see	the	distinction	between	the	placing	of	these	major	

prophets.	

Something	else	you	might	note	is	that	there	is	a	thrust	to	their	books	that's	unique.		Each	is	

different.	 	 Isaiah	 enunciates	 the	 principles	 of	 divine	 government.	 	 Jeremiah	 demands	 the	

practices,	corresponding	with	divine	government.		Ezekiel	portrays	the	person	of	the	glorious	

Governor	and	His	government	to	come.		And	Daniel	speaks	about	the	fact	that	that	coming	

government	is	a	permanent	persevering	and	forever	government.		So	they	each	have	a	special	

focus.	

Now	Daniel	really	zeroes	in	on	the	sweep	of	human	history.		He	particularly	speaks	of	a	time	

called	"the	times	of	the	Gentiles”.		The	Bible	says	that	there	was	a	time	when	Gentiles	would	

dominate	Israel.		That	time	began	at	the	captivity	when	Israel	was	taken	out	of	the	land	and	

removed	 to	 Babylon.	 	 That	 time	will	 end	when	 Jesus	 comes	 back.	 	 From	 the	 time	 of	 the	

captivity	to	the	time	Christ	comes	and	restores	Israel	to	its	rightful	place	is	known	as	the	times	

of	the	nations,	or	the	times	of	the	Gentiles	for	it	is	the	time	when	the	Gentiles	dominate	God's	

land.	

There	are	four	main	purposes	in	the	book.	I	want	you	to	just	get	the	general	flow	of	it.	
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First	of	all,	Daniel	focuses	on	what	true	dedication	to	God	means.	You	can't	help	but	see	this	

in	 the	 book	 of	 Daniel.	 	 Daniel	 makes	 this	 tremendous	 commitment	 to	 God	 and	 nothing	

changes	it.		He	is	never	a	victim	of	his	circumstances.		He	never	bails	out	no	matter	how	tough	

it	gets.		He	makes	a	commitment	and	he	holds	to	that	commitment	and	he	is	living	proof	of	

how	 God	 blesses	 committed	 people.	 	 I	 mean,	 you	 can't	 believe	 what	 happens	 to	 Daniel	

because	he's	committed	to	God.		God	just	pours	out	blessing	on	him	and	so	it's	a	tremendous	

message	of	dedication	to	God.	

Secondly,	Daniel	is	a	book	about	God's	care	for	Israel.		Some	people	think	that	when	Israel	

went	into	captivity,	God	turned	His	back	on	them.		Not	so.		When	Israel	went	into	captivity,	

God	made	sure	that	they	had	a	representative	right	in	the	middle	of	a	Babylonian	government	

and	He	picked	Daniel	and	Daniel	was	Israel's	man	in	the	White	House,	so	to	speak.		Daniel	was	

there	always	to	defend	his	people	because	God	cared	even	in	punishment.		Jewish	interest	

was	always	in	the	heart	of	God.		Even	though	they	were	captives	in	a	foreign	land,	even	though	

they	lost	their	existence	as	a	national	entity,	God	still	loved	them,	cared	for	them,	in	fact	70	

years	of	captivity	is	all	that	God	allowed	and	then	He	allow	them	to	returned.		And	even	during	

the	captivity,	He	allowed	them	to	live	 in	peace	and	have	a	very	special	man	in	a	very	high	

place	 to	 care	 for	 their	needs	and	 to	give	 them	hope.	 	 Through	 that	man,	Daniel,	He	gave	

tremendous	prophecies	of	what	it	was	going	to	be	like	in	the	future	for	God's	people	when	

their	captivity	was	turned	into	glorious	liberty.	

That	leads	us	to	the	third	element	in	the	book	of	Daniel	and	that	is	a	tremendous	message	of	

comfort	for	the	Jews.		Daniel	is	a	book	of	comfort.		It	was	terrible	being	punished	in	a	pagan	

land	and	they	would	easily	have	forgotten	that	God	cared	except	that	God	continued	to	give	

them	the	message	through	Daniel	that	He	cared,	also	through	Ezekiel.	

What	a	tremendous	book.	 It	 is	a	book	that	tells	us	about	dedication	to	God	and	how	God	

rewards	that	with	blessing.		It	is	a	book	that	tells	us	about	the	love	of	God	for	His	people	Israel.		

It	is	a	book	that	tells	us	about	the	hope	for	the	future	for	those	who	are	in	captivity	and	it	is	a	

book	that	tells	us	how	the	world	is	going	to	end.		Tremendous,	tremendous	book!	And	so,	as	

we	explore	it,	we	are	going	to	see	the	great	eternal	secrets	of	the	future	and	yet	we're	going	



	 	 	
	 	 		Sunday	08th	January	2017	
	

www.christianfellowshipdublin.org																																																																																																		11	|	
P a g e 		

to	learn	how	to	live	life	right	now.		You're	going	to	see	how	marvellously	blended	these	things	

are.	

Now	 let	me	 say	 this,	 some	 people	 believe	 Daniel	 is	 the	most	 important	 book	 in	 the	 Old	

Testament.		I	know	why	they	believe	that.	They	believe	it	because	it	gives	us	these	four	things	

that	I	just	told	you.		They	believe	it	because	it	lays	out	the	panorama	of	human	history.		They	

believe	it	because	it	shows	us	what	godly	character	is	like.		They	believe	it	because	it	takes	a	

crisis	point	in	human	history	when	there	could	have	been	a	total	abandoning	of	all	that	was	

holy	 and	 hopeful	 in	 God's	 people	 and	 it	 turns	 it	 around	 to	 a	 great	 story	 of	 hope	 and	

confidence.	

Daniel	 is	 important,	whether	 or	 not	 it's	 the	most	 important	 book	 in	 the	Old	 Testament	 I	

wouldn't	say,	but	you	can	believe	one	thing	that,	it	will	be	attacked	by	the	enemy,	because	

whatever	is	meaningful	to	the	heart	and	soul	of	Christianity	is	exactly	what	Satan	will	attack.	

We	know	today	that	when	a	cult	comes	along	and	invariably	will	attack	the	truthfulness	of	

the	Bible	and	the	deity	of	Jesus	Christ	because	those	are	the	cardinal	things	we	hold	to.		Satan	

attacks	the	book	of	Daniel	because	it	upholds	the	truthfulness	of	the	Word	of	God.	

Now	you	say,	 "Well	why	do	 they	do	 this?	Why	won't	 they	allow	somebody	 to	predict	 the	

future?	Why	do	they	get	upset	that	the	lions	didn't	eat	Daniel?	Why	do	they...and	by	the	way,	

he	suffered	a	lot	more	from	the	critics	then	he	ever	has	from	the	lions...Why	do	they	say	you	

can't	have	people	in	a	fiery	furnace	that	don't	get	burned	up?	Why	is	it	that	they	will	not	allow	

the	miracles	and	the	prophecies	of	Daniel	to	stand?	And	in	order	to	get	rid	of	them	they	say	

the	miracles	were	 just	 lies	and	forgeries	and	the	prophecies	were	really	written	 long	after	

they	happened,	why	do	they	do	this?"	

Basically	it	is	because	of	this,	it	is	because	of	what	is	known	as	modern	rationalism.	There	is	

at	the	bottom	of	humanistic	philosophy	the	 idea	that	man's	mind	 is	ultimate	and	if	 I	can't	

conceive	of	 it	 and	 if	 I	 can't	understand	 it	by	my	 rational	mind,	 then	 it	 can't	be	 true.	 	 The	

rational	 mind	 cannot	 tolerate	 miracles	 because	 they	 violate	 reason.	 	 It	 cannot	 tolerate	

predictions	of	the	future	because	the	mind	is	ultimate	and	I	can't	conceive	of	those	things,	

then	those	things	aren't	true	because	my	mind	is	ultimate.	That's	what	rationalism	says.	It	
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must	be	reasonable	to	the	human	mind.	And	if	it	isn't...deny	it,	label	it	fiction,	and	get	rid	of	

it.	

Now	 one	 thing	 that	 I	 want	 you	 to	 understand	 is	 that	 rationalism	will	 never	 tolerate	 two	

things...miracles	and	prophecies.	Because	if	there	are	miracles	and	predictions	of	the	future,	

then	there's	something	beyond	the	human	mind.	There's	a	God	somewhere	who	can	violate	

the	norms	of	human	existence	and	predict	the	future.	

So	where	does	that	leave	us?	It	leaves	us	with	only	two	important	choices’	which	have	their	

own	consequences.	To	reject	the	book	as	the	truth	or	to	believe	it.	The	choice	is	yours.	

 

Amen. 
	


